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DECREASE OF FISH GENERALLY. 



DECREASE; GEflERAL -- LAICE SUPEXIOR. 

West End.- When he first came i-ere they 

used t o  g e t  a l l  the  fish they required wi th in  

15 miles o f  Dulut,h.-(Cooley). 

-- West End.- There has been a decrease 

i n  the fish without, question. Tile whitefish, 

p r i n c i p a l l y ,  have decreased, but there  has a l s o  

been a decrease i n  the t r o u t .  As t o  fis!ies 

i n  general ,  h i s  idea is that the decrease 

has been o n l y  along the shores where t h e y  have 

been doinf: the most  f i sh ing ,  and i f  the n e t s  

were ca r r i ed  f a r t h e r  out they would get plenty 

of fish.- (Coventr;r) . 
Isle Roya1e.- The fishermen around Isle - 

Royale do not m!:e much f i sh ing .  Would not 

ge t  as many f i s h  f'ron there  now a l toge the r  as 

i n  1882.- (Flynn) 

I s l e  Roga1e.- The f i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  part 

o f  t he  lake  is becoming poor.-(Johns). 

__L- West End.- All k i n d s  o f  f i s h  a r e  much 

l e s s  abundant tfmn they were 4 gears aco. 

About 112 as many taken t h i s  year as last. 

(E. Smith). 

' 
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Wisconsin.- F ish  on the south shore 

have cons tan t ly  decreased i n  numbers .- (Draglunil) . 
Apostle Islands.-  Fishes a r e  not as 

abundant a s  they were 10 years ago. Thinks 

t he re  Is not  one whitefish now where there  

were 100 then, but there  has n o t  been so great 

a diminution i n  the  t rou t .  Thin!s t!ie decrease 

began some 5 years ago and hcs been rap id ,  

e spec ia l ly  in the  case of the  w1iitefish.- 

(James Smith)  . 
Chequarneflon &.- He has been fishing i? 

Chequamezon Bay, but g e t s  no fish there  now 

t o  amount t o  angthing.-(LaBelle).  

Bagf i e ld  . - He caught l o t s  o f  f i s h  

3 years ago, but s ince  then has not done very 

well .  The fis!iing was p r e t t y  good 8 years 

ago, but was b e t t e r  3 years ago, before that  

the  wh i t e f i sh  played o u t  p r e t t y  well.-(LaBelle) . 
Chequamegon Bay.- The p a s t  s p r i n c  he 

probably bought from t he  fishermen about here 

not, t o  exceed 500 o r  600 pounds a week. They 

have not  been catching as many fish i n  the 

Bay during the p a s t  2 OF 3 years as they used 

to.  They had about 2 weeks o f  p r e t t y  good 
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f i s h i n g  
I 

is ~ r i ~  ani 

o f f  again.- (Mathson). 

then t dropped r i g h t  

_I Bete Grise.- As to the abundance of' 

f i sh  caTTnot s a y  exactly.  D i d  not no t ice  an:' 

material  decrease while he w a s  f i sh ing .  Thiaks 

however, that tile fish have not decreased 

more than 25 p e r  cent . - (Crose) .  

- Bete Grise.- Was o f  the o p i n i o n  that 

tke t r o u t  and r ! i i t e f i sh  a r e  no t  s o  abundant 

i n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  as i n  former years having 

d e c r e a s d p o s s i b l y  1/4. The decrease has 

been rap id .  Roticed i t  first about 6 years 

a l ~ o .  - ( Berr iaul t )  . 
Portace Entry.- The rnarket fishes 

a r e  apparent ly  not so abundant as i n  former 

years ,  y e t  a t  i n t e r v a l s  of  a few years they 

seem t o  be abundant. The c a t c h  a t  present  

is about 1 / 2  t h a t  o f  former years,  but i t  may 

be b e t t e r  l a t e r  i n  the  season. Does not 

know that the decrease has been es?ec ia l ly  

rap id  a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  time.-(Quinn). 

Mamuetts.- I n  1864 they could ge t  all 

. the fish they wanted v i t h  a very small amount 
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o f  n e t t i n g  and f i s h i n g  richt o f f  the break- 

water here . - (Grant) .  

Marquette.- Both the wh i t e f i sh  and lake 

t r o u t  have decreased very much around here.  

They have been scarce f o r  a t  l e a s t  10 gears . -  

( Goodwin) . 
A4arquette.- Trout  and whi te f i sh  a re  not 

as abundant as thetr used t o  be.- (Anderson) . 
Marquette.- The w!iitef is': and t r o u t  

began t o  decrease before he came here and h e  

does not know a-hat is the cause o f  i t ,  he has 

not been here long enough. I t  does not p a y  

h i m  t o  f ish f o r  those spec ies ,  but the h e r r i x  

help out.-Hanson). 

Whitefish Bay.- I suppose I have caw:& 

more fish out  of 100 rods of' G i l l  n e t  r igh t  of 

Taquamenon Island i n  16 o r  18 fathoms tha t  

they can ca tch  there  now i n  2 miles o f  ne t  

anywehere they have a nind t o  s e t  them. 

There was no decrease wsrlile he was f i sh ing .  

The most he would f i s h  would be a mile o f  g i l l  

net t o  a boat, now they have 30 miles.-(Roach). 

North Shore.- A t  tines when the  runs 

Came along they w i l l  g e t  Just as good f ishing 

_. . 
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ago f o r  a & o r t  t i m e ,  "ut t he re  is  a c l a s s  o f  

f i s h  tha t  do not  migrate a s  much a s  o the r  

c l a s s e s  ( H e  refers t o  wh i t e f i sh  in  t h i s  con- 

nect ion  and h i s  exylanations a r e  given under 

the  Movements o f  Whitefish) . - (Gan ley ) .  

- S t .  Mary's River.- He has l i ved  a t  

the So0 14 years.  Tlie fis!iing is not near ly  

as good here  now a s  w!ien he first cane here.-  

(Kirvan) . 

- P o r t  A r * t h u r . -  F i sh  were more abundant 

is Lake Superior w!ien he came here than now. 

W r e  was not as b i g  a body o f  fish here as in 

Lake Huron.-(Marks) . 
Port Arthur.- There a r e  not nore than 

2/S the  nunber of fish i n  the lakeat present  

t h a t  there  were when he began f i sh ing .  The 

decrease began about 5 years ago and has been 

gradual ever since.-(Trombley). 

- P o r t  Arthur.- As the fish have been 

decreasing we have been increasing the nunber 

o f  pound n e t s .  ' I have had 3 pound n e t s  i n  

the water, but have only 7 f ishing now, 2 

having been broken up, the p o t s  were r o t t e n  



- 6- 

and I d id  not  have money enough t o  buy new 

ones. We a r e  allowed t o  use 5 ne t s  here  

apiece. We used t o  ca tch  as much i n  one 

pound, s a y  10 years ago, as r e  take i n 3 now. 

There were more f ish i n  Thunder Bay 4 

years ago than there  have been s ince  I caxe 

here.  They came i n  here about Iiovernber 10 

and d i d n ' t  leave u n t i l  February. 

a d i f f e r e n t  quality of  f i s h  from what I had seen 

here before,  l i t t l e  t a t  chubby f i sh .  I never 

s a w  &hem befoi-e and have never seen them since.  

There were a g rea t  many o f  them then. 

They were 

Fishing w a s  b e t t e r  r r i t l i  me t!iis year than 

l a s t  year. Las t  gear I was i n  the !iole a l -  

together  and th i s  year I don ' t  think I have 

enough t o  keey, me a l l  the win ter . - (Serva is ) .  

F i s h  a r e  not as p l e n t i f u l  a s  they were 

former ly .  Probably now 1/2 as many. "he 

decrease began about 7 o r  8 years ago and 

has not been rcp id.-(Davis) 

- Por t  A r t h u r . -  There were pound n e t s  

i n  here about 10 years ago and a few 1 6  years 

ago. Most of  the f i s l i inz  was done about 6:.ears 
They had the most pounl ne t s  about, 3 o r  4 (ago. 
years ago. F i s h  were most abundant here  

about 7 yearn ago and they have decreased 
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s t e a d i l y  s ince  then u n t i l  4 years ago, when 

re got the  run of n h i t e f i s h  l a t e  i n  the fall 

and that s tayed here  all winter  and went 

away e a r l y  i n  the spr ing.  As a whole the  

fishing has de te r io ra t ed  g rea t ly ,  both f o r  

pound n e t s  and G i l l  ne t s .  Does not know the 

cause unless  it, is  tilat the fisli are caught 

out.  

There were not many x o r e  pound n e t s  here 

3 gears ago than now. 'ITOW t!iere are about 

28 poumls and 3 years ago therc? were not xany 

more than that. When the fish were most 

abundant we c o u l d  c a t c h  tlieri w i t h  c i l l  net,s 

and pound ne t s  both. There was twice as rnucii 

g i l l  n e t t i n g  then a s  now. They f ished the 

whole year. They could fis!i where we a r e  

f i s h i n g  the pound ne t s  arzd get  good whi t e f i sh  

there .  Where I a m  fishiw a t  present  and 

llave been f i s h i n g  f o r  about 9 ;rears, I f ished 

12 years ago w i t h  g i l l  ne t s  and used t o  ge t  

good f i s h i n g  summer and winter.  But then my 

ground is as good as any o the r  around here that 

has not been f i shed  long.- (Serva is )  . 
Por t  A r t h u r . -  F i s h  are not half as aburd- 
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an t  as the:r were ‘;om years ago. There has 

been a great f z l l i n g  o f f  b o t h  i n  Whitefish 

and t rou t .  There has been a large falling 

off e s p e c i a l l y  in the nunber o f  whitef ish 

t aken  p a r t i k u l a r l y  during t!ie past 4 or 5 

years .- (hiurray) . 

I 

a 



DECREASE OF FISH---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Mhnesota.---There are no t  as many fisher- 

men on the Minnesota shore as there used to be. 1) 

I t  seems to  me that they used t o  catch a great 

many more fish than they do nor. There may 

poss ib ly  be as many fishermen as there used to 

be, but they do not  catch as many f i s h  a8 they 

used t o .  He knows that with the same number o f  

men they would get 3 or 4 times as many fish in 

1882 as they do a t  present. There Used to be 

a great many f i s h  a long  the head of the lake 

i n  those days (B lynn) .  

Port  Arthur.---Fish are now so scarce 

relatively that the pound nets do not pay well. 

- 

The catch Is so small that  some rho would like 

t o  set pounds cannot afford to pay f o r  the 

l i censes .  Some pounds are said t o  be owned 

which are not now put in the water on that 

account. There seems t o  be no question of a 

decrease i n  the abundance o f  f i s h  in thie 

region which amount8 to a good deal. Capt. 

Semais says that 1 pound 10 years ago would 

take as much as 3 powds do QOI (Rathbun). 



COIJDITIOIT OF FISHERIES -- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Thunder Bay, Ont., is p r e t t y  w e l l  f ished 

out ,  but the  no r th  shore,  where A i n s r o r t h  €i 

Ganley a r e  f i s h i n g  is a good ground.-(S. h'. 

Davis, D e w o i t ) .  
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rmxuusm CATCH DUE TO INCREASE OF APPARATUS. 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

West End.---Mr. Coventry has been here  -- 
s i n c e  1886. Up t o  las t  yea r  t he  r e c e i p t s  o f  

f i s h  have been inc reas ing  i n  quan t i ty ,  but they 

have been p u t t i n g  i n  more n e t t i n g  t o  g e t  them. 

In 1893 the re  w a s  an  inc rease  c a t c h  rece ived  by 

them of  about 10 per  cen t  over  the  year  before. 

During the previous yea r  the inc rease  for one 

yea r  had been about 25 p e r  cent .  Prev ious  t o  

that, during h i s  connection w i t h  the  business, 

t h e  annual  i nc rease  i n  r e c e i p t s  o f  f i s h  had 

ranged f r o m  5 t o  15 p e r  cent .  

In  1893 t he  fishermen probably pu t  out  4 

times the  amount o f  n e t t i n g  they d i d  4 years  

be fo re .  The f i r s t  year  the  A.  Booth Company 

came up here  they spent  about $1,000 i n  f i s h e r -  

mar4 o u t f i t s .  The next  year  about #1,600, and 

last  yea r  (1893) about $6,000 f o r  n e t s ,  hooks, 

etc .  This yea r  they hare not  done very  much, 

only expending about $1,000. (Coventry). 



DECREASE OF WHITEFISH. 



WHITEFISH-- -wKE SUPERIOR 

DECREASE. 

Port - Arthur. ---Were more abundant when he 

came here  (Marks). 

There never were many fishes here com- 

pared w i t h  the  lower lakes. Water t o o  deep 

c l o s e  dn shore. 

o f  f i s h  now as when he began fishing. De- 

crease becan about 5 years aeo. S i z e  has n o t  

ma te r i a l ly  decreased (Tromhley). 

Not more than 2/3 t h e  number 

Used t o  c a t c h  as much i n  1 pound as we do 

now i n  3--say 10 years ace. Were more fish 

in Thunder Bay 4 years a&o thac  any time s ince  

I have been here (Serva is ) .  

Probably 112 as many as formerly, De- 

c rease  ha8 not been rapid.  Some decrease i n  

size, from 3 t o  2 L/2 l b s .  on an average(Davis) 

Most of  the f i s h i n g  was done here  about 6 

years ago. Most pounds here 3 o r  4 years ago, 

Fiah were most abundant about 7 years ago, and 

Becreased S t e a d i l y  until 4 years ago when we 

Qj 
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h. 

got t h i s  run o f  whitef ish l a t e  i n  f a l l  and they 

stayed here  a l l  winter. As a whole t h e  

f i s h i n g  has de t e r io ra t ed  for bo th  pounds and 

g i l l s  (Se rva i s ) .  

Large f a l l i n g  off e spec ia l ly  b r i n e  past 

4 or 5 years ;  s i z e  considerably smaller(Murray) 

General.---Thinks the  catch durine pas t  3 

years  will compare very favorsbly w i t h  prcced- 

ing 3 years  i n  Lake Superior. F a l l  of 1893 

catch was l i g h t ,  accompanied by bad weather 

(Wires, 1). 

Has been a marked decrease around the  

Apostle Islands and between the re  and Duluth. 

I s  not c e r t a i n  about Marquette and Keweenaw 

Ray. Thinks t h e r e  has not  been any marked 

decrease i n  Whitefish Bay, off Whitefish Point  

and Grand Marais, and on Canada shore at e a s t  

end (Wires, 3). 

Wisconsin.---They seem t o  be g e t t i n e  

emaller all t h e  time between Duluth and Bay- 

f i e18 (Kalmbach ,' 5 ) . 
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West End.---A decrease of 90R i n  white- 

f i s h  (Kalmbach). 

Wi8consin.---The las t  year P a l m e r  se t  

pounds alone Wiscons in  Po in t ,  about 12 o r  14 

years  ago, t he re  were no whi te f i sh ,  End t h a t  

was t h e  case then a l l  alone t he  south shore , 

(Coo ley ,  6 ) .  

South Shore, Wisconsin.---Used t o  be  good 

whitef ishing i n  July and Aueust. Ref’ore he 

gave up the  business would be bothered t o  get 

them i n  the  summer. Up t o  t h a t  t ime had 

probably decreased 25g-12 t o  14 years  ago. 

When he f’irst came here used t o  ge t  all the 

f i s h  they required within 15  miles  of Duluth 

(Cooley) . 
West End.---At the time the  hatchery was 

es tab l i shed  he r s  t he re  were absolu te ly  no 

whi te f i sh  t o  be caught on the  south shore, 

between Duluth and Bayfield. Since then they  

have come up agfiin. The 300th Company became 

so strapped for l ack  of whi te f i sh  a t  t h i s  end 

of the lake t h a t  they had t o  go t o  Canada f o r  

them (Coventry, 9 ) .  
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South Shore, Wisconsin.---Thinks t h e  f i sh  

have been caught out near t he  shores ,  and i f  

t h e  n e t s  were ca r r i ed  far enough out would get  

p len ty  of' f ' i  sh (Coventry) . 
9 

West Es.---Whitef'ish have decreased more 

than the  trout. This  yeai- t he re  a r e  no 

whi te f i sh  a t  all (E. S. Smith). 

West End.---Believes t h e  stock i s  run  

down (E. S .  Smith). 

- I s l e  Roya1e.---The whitef ish used t o  be 

more abundant (C, 0 .  F l y r l n ) .  

West -- Ehd.---All kinds much less abundant 

than 4 years ago (E. Smith). 

Bayfield.---The whitef'i sh have decreased 

more than t r o u t .  Used t o  t ake  more wh i t e f i sh  

i n  proport ion than they  do now (Johnson) . 
Bayfield.---Fish on the  south shore have 

cons tan t ly  decreased (Draglund). 

Bayfield. ---Whitefish have been f a l l i n g  9 

off ever s ince  he has been here. Some years 

a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t han  others, but a decrease i n  

the  f i s h i n 8  right along. Taking the  average 
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of t h e  l a s t  3 y b a r s ,  t he  catch of whi te f i sh  

now would not be more than 1/3 what it was 

durinp t h e  previous 12 years. The l a s t  3 

years have been except ional ly  poor. I t  had 

been f a l l i n g  off before,  but a bi? droF occur- 

red about 3 years ago. 

The average s i z e  of t h e  whi te f i sh  is 

smaller  than formerly. Get fewer No. 1 white- 

f i s h  than they xsed t o  (Chafe). 

Sand Island.---Whitefish z r e  not as 

abundtint about t he  i s l ands  and i n  t h e  channels 

as formerly, b u t  he believes they a r e  s t i l l  i n  

the  lake. The decrease has not. been rapid,  . 

nor  i s  i t  apparent ly  permanent. L a s t  year 

t he re  was a Food ca tch  of fish both i n  number 

and s i z e .  Three years  a fo  the re  was a s  large 

a cztch as the re  has been i n  25 years. Has 

possibly been some decrease i n  s i z e ,  espec ia l ly  

i n  t h e  number of very l a rge  specimens, but t h e  

averall;e has not changed mate r i a l ly  (Shaw). 

- 

.a 
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Apostle Islands.---Not one whi te f i sh  now 

where the re  were 100 ten years ago. Becrease 

began some 5 years ago and has been r q i d .  

A l s o  decrease i n  average s i z e  ( J a s .  Smith). 
9 

Bayfield.---They hardly ever ge t  any here 

now (LaBelle). 

Chequamegon m . - - - G e t s  no f i s h  t h e r e  now 

t o  amount t o  anything (LaRelle).  

Bayfield - and v ic in i ty . - - -  Caucht lots of 

f i s h  3 years a&o, but s ince  then  has not done 

very well. Fishing p re t ty  good 8 years ago,  

b e t t e r  3 years  ago, but before that t he  white- 

f i s h  played out p r e t t y  well (LaRelle) .  

Houghton.---Bid not no t i ce  any ma te r i a l  

decrease while f i sh ing .  Thinks the  f i s h  have 

not decreased more than 25 per  cent  (Crose) .  

K8WeenaW.---Beli8VeS the  decrease only 

apparent, due to u8e of larger mesh, catching 

a fewer f i s h  (Teddy). 

Thinks the decrease of whitef ish h G s  been 

f u l l y  50 per c e n t  (Teddy. fiis statements are 

not coherent ) 
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- Betc Grise.---Decreased p o s s i b l y  1/4; 

decrease has been r a p i d . ( B e r r i a u l t ) .  Size has 

decreased 10 per  cent. 

Portage Entry.---Not so abilndant a s  i n  

former years ;  yet a t  i n t e r v a l s  seem t o  be 

abundant. No decrease i n  s i z e  (Quinn). 

Marquette.---In 1864 they could get a l l  

t he  fish they wanted *vith 8 very small amount 

of n e t t i n g ,  and f i s h i n c  r i f h t  o f f  t he  break- 

wat, e r  (Grant ). 

Marquette.---Have decreased grea t ly .  

Have decreased every yeer for t he  l a s t  25 

years t o  h i s  knowledge. 25 years apo f i s h e r -  

merr could go out. 2 o r  3 miles  outs ide of  the 

harbor and load their boats w i th  whitef ish,  

using a comparatively small number o f  g i l l  

nets t o  what they use now. Has seen imnenae 

quantities caurht i n  t h e  bay he re  i n  the  fall, 

every one weighing 10 o r  12 l b s .  H a s  known 

fishermen t o  go up in t h e  f6ll t o  Earbons 

Hi118 on Granite Point with a mall s a i l  boat 

and salt 500 or 600 kegs of 100 l b s .  each i n  
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6 weeks, f i s h i w  c o t  over 1 or  2 mi les  from 

shore. Have not been ab le  t o  do t h a t  for 

a t  l e a s t  15  years. If a s a i l  boat should go 

out now 4 or  5 miles  they would not get  1/4 

as many fish with t h e  same amount of  twine a s  

at t h a t  time. 

The whi te f i sh  do not average as large as 

they used t o ,  but c e t  bie ones occasional ly ,  

p r i n c i p a l l y  on t h e  shore. 

Several  years aeo on the  south shore here 

they used t o  catch the  la rge  humy,backs, weigh- 

ing 12 o r  15 l b s . ,  i n  t he  fall, using 6 inch 

g i l l  nets .  They a r e  scarce now t o  what they 

were (Grant ) . 
Marqustte.---The uhitef i  sh have decreased 

very much; have been scarce for at, l e a s t  10 

years. A r e  smaller than they used t o  be 

(Qoodwin). 

Marquette.---Rot as abundant as  they  used 

t o  be (Anderson) 

Marquette.---Began t o  decrease before he 

dame here.  Does not pay him to f i s h  for white- 
fish and trout alone (Hanson). 
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Marquet t e .  ---The whit e f i  sh have been t h e  

most se r ious  l o s s  a s  t h i s  species  i s  prized the 

more highly than the  others .  Their r a t i o  o f  

decrease has universa l ly  been described as 

much g r e a t e r  than t h a t  of t he  lake t r o u t ;  i n  

some cases  very much g r e a t e r .  T o  a r r e s t  t h e  

decrease o f  whi te f i sh  would b e  the most i m -  

por tant  t h ing  t o  accomplish on Lake Superior. 

Fishermen have a t  t imes attempted t o  

express t h e  amount of  decrease ir, f igu res ,  ‘Jut 

nothing accura te  could be expected from them i n  

that p a r t i c u l a r  as they have no way of  f i x i n g  

t h e  amount o f  increase  o f  apparatus, e t c .  

(Rathbun) . 
Whitefish Point.---The decrease of white- 

f i s h  has been over 50 per  cent i n  proport ion to 

the amount of n e t t i n g  used, between the present 

time and years ago. Thinks t he  decrease 

comnenced about 7 o r  8 years  ago on t ,his part 

of t h e  shore. Nothing has been done i n  t h e  

. eeining and the pound net f i s h i n g  ha3 been 

decreasing on t h e  outside shore quite r a p i d l y .  



There are l e s s  of  those l a r g e  f i s h  caught now 

than the re  were years ago. 

When he t'irst s t a r t e d  i t  was more t rouble  

t o  d re s s  t h e  f i s h  than i t  was t o  ca tch  them. 

Some days when the  !'ish came on good he hauled 

i n  a s  many as 1200 o r  1400 15s. et one haul 

of t h e  se ine .  Mivht possibly make 2 o r  3 

such hauls  durine t h e  week. There has a l s o  

been a decrease i n  their-  s i z e ,  fewer o f  t h e  

l a r c e  f i s h  also being tzken (Clark) .  

Whitefish Point .---There h s s  been more 

whitef'ish i n  the bay this spring so f a r  than 

t h e r e  has  been f o r  2 years. They have run 

l a r g e r  t h i s  year than they had been before. 

The whi te f i sh  a r e  not as abundant as t%ey 

used t o  be. They do not catch a s  many as 

they did formerly. The decrease has been 

very grea t .  For t h e  last 4 o r  5 years  does 

not know as he has seen any marked decrease; i t  

has been gradual.  They got very good f i s h i n g  

i n  1884, but i n  1885 they got none t o  speak of. 

I t  got 80 poor t h e  tue; would come i n  w i t h  from 



400 t o  700 l b s .  The year before t h a t  t hey  

only f i shed  ha l f  PIS many g i l l  n e t s  and g o t  3 

or 4 t ons  every d a y ,  I n  1884 t h e y  were all 

whitefish.  They would r a i s e  one end of the  

net and t h e  net would f l o a t  u n t i l  they r a i s e d  

t h e  o the r  end. The fishiw then was done 

mainly up the  shore about 15  o r  20 miles above 

h e r e ,  as fa r  as half way t o  Grand Marais, end 

from 5 t o  10’mi les  off  shore. 

The average s i z e  o f  the whitef ish is 

about t he  same now as formerly,  but our la rge  

ones, w h a t  re c a l l  s l a b s ,  have decreased. 

Those a r e  t h e  ones taken i n  the spr ing  and 

f a l l .  They have the big hump-backed whitefish 

now i n  the e a r l y  epring,  but t he re  a r e  not 

nearly a8 many of them as  t h e r e  used t o  be 

(=&e88 ) . 
V’hitefi8h point .---Used t o  be very abund- 

ant, but have been g e t t i n g  sca rce r  every y e a r ,  

Are becoming very acarae. This a p p l i e s  t o  

the humpbacks. 

Thinks t h e  ordinary f i sh  have averaced 



l a r g e r  i n  s i z e  this year than before (Shaver).  

Whitefish Point .---wows nothing person- -- 
a l l y  about the  decrease. When he f irst  came 

here the  man who run t h e  pounds used to t e l l  

him a good dea l  about i t ;  and he  t o l d  h i m  t h e  

net r i g h t  off t h e  point  had l i f t e d  100 packages 

from one night  out ( K i m b a l l ) .  

Whitefi?. =.---I have caught more f i s h  

with 100 rods of g i l l  net right off Taquamenon 

I s l and ,  i n  16 o r  18 fathoms than you can ca tch  

now i n  2 miles  o f  ne t  anywhere. There w a s  no 

decrease while he was f i sh ing .  Th i r ty  years 

ago two men could make good wages with 100 

rods of net (Roach). 

Whitefish Bay, etc.---Have taken 494,000 

big whi tef i sh  i n  August from 100 rods of gill 

net  

- 

The whi tef i sh  would ranee a good d e a l  

l a r g e r  then than nor (Roach). 

_,__-I.- I _ - -  



m i t e f i s h  x, =.---Does not t h ink  there  

has been any percept ib le  decrease. As a 

whole, catches more than he used t o ,  but has 

extended h i s  apparatus t o  do i t .  This  s p r i n g  

t h e r e  have been more whi tef i sh  i n  t h e  b y  than 

f o r  several years (Johnson). 

Getting more wh i t e f i sh  i n  Whitefish Bay  

than they used t o ,  but could not s a y  about t h e  

decrease as t h e r e  is no way of measuring i t  

(Aineworth). 

St.klary's River.---Has known John Bouchb 

t o  ca t ch  42 h a l f  b a r r e l s  i n  one day and evening 

--1,400 or 1,500 i n  one day (Roach). 

Have decreased here  i n  the  river (Ganley). 

Not as abundant i n  the  r i v e r  as they  used 

t o  be. 6 o r  7 years ago t h e r e  were 7 o r  8 

pounds i n  the r i v e r ,  and now t h e  pound fishing 

is p r a c t i c a l l y  nothing (Ainsworth). 



North Shore,---Have decreased. Has been 

f i s h i q  there 13 years. Are catching more 

than they used t o  with increased Flant (Ganley) 

The whitefish seem to be gradually 

depleted ( E l l i o t t  1. 

Port Arthur.---Not 1/3 as many as there - .-- 
used t o  b e .  May catch as many with increased 

apparatus. Size has remained about same 

(Trombley). 

There has been a decrease possibly o f  

l/2 l b .  in averace s i z e ,  from 3 t o  2 1/2 l b s .  

( D a v i s ) .  



WEITEF I SH- -DECREASE- -LAKE SUPER1 OR . 

General.---In Lake Superior t h e  catch was 

l i g h t  last f a l l ,  but t h e  weather was bad and it 

was impossible t o  t e l l  what i t  might have been 

under b e t t e r  conditions.  Thinks that  t h e  

record of Lake Superior during t h e  past  2 o r  3 

years  w i l l  show tha t  t h e  catch has been a f a i r  

one taken a l toge the r .  Thinks that t h e  catch 

during t h e  p a s t  3 years rill compare very 

favorably with the  preceding 3 years i n  Lake 

Superior (Wires) . 
General.---At t h e  eas t e rn  end of t h e  south 

shore they seem t o  be catching about a s  many 

whi tef i sh  now as they used to .  This i s  not  
\ 

t h e  case,  however, a t  t he  more western p laces  

such as Marquette, Keweenar Bay, Apostle 

Islands and t h e  shore between there and Duluth. 

Thinks t h a t  i n  Whitefish Bay an8 off Whitefish 

Po in t ,  Grand Mareis, and on t h e  Canadian shore 

there probably has  not been any murked 

deerease. Is not o s r t a in  about t h e  oondi t ion 
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of a f f a i r a  at hlarquette .and Kereenar Bay. 

There has ,  however, been a marked decrease 

around t h e  Apostle I s land8 and between t h e r e  

and Duluth (Wires). 

Wisconsin.---The las t  y e a r  Palmer s e t  

pounds along Wiaconain Poin t ,  12 o r  14 years  

ago, t he re  were no' whitef ish,  and t ha t  was the  

case  then all along t h e  south shore (Oooley). 

The whi te f i sh  stopped a l l  of a sudden 10 

o r  12 years ago (Cooley). 

West End.---The Booth Company became 80  

strapped fop lack of' whi te f i sh  a t  t h i s  end of 

the l ake  t h a t  they had t o  go t o  Canada f o r  

them. A t  the  time t h e  hatchery was e s t a b l i s h -  

ed here  t h e r e  were comparatively no whi te f i sh  

t o  be oaught on t h e  south shore hetween Duluth 

and Bayfield. Since then the  whi te f iah  have 

come up again (Coventry). 

West -- End.---The whitef ish have decreased 

more than the trout. There are not so rnany 

pounds nor a s  formerly simply because they 

cannot get  enough fish t o  pay them t o  u s e  

thm ( B ,  S a  Smith). 
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Bayf i eld. ---Khitef i sh f i shinl: ha6 been 

f a l l i n g  off ever s ince  he has  been here ;  some 

years  it  would be a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than o the r s ,  

but a decrease i n  the  f i s h i n g  right along. 

Taking t h e  average of the  l a s t  3 years ,  t he  

c a t c h  now would not be more than  1/3 what it 

was during the  previous 12 years. The las t  3 

years have been except ional ly  poor. I t  had 

been f a l l i n e  o f f  before,  but had a b i g  drop 

about 3 years  ago (Chafe). 

- Sand Island.---Whitefish e spec ia l ly  are 

not a8 abundant about the  i s l ands  and i n  the  

channels as formerly . He b e l i  ev-es , however, 

t h a t  t h e  f i s h  a r e  i n  t he  lake, The decreaee 

ha8 not been rapid ,  nor is it apparently 

permanent . L a s t  year t h e r e  wa8 a good ca tch  

of f i e h  both i n  number and s i z e .  3 years ago 

t h e r e  ~ a 6  as large a ca tch  a s  t h e r e  has been 

i n  25 years (Shar). 

C h s q u u k o n  Bay, ---They claim t h a t  t h e  

whi te f i sh  a r e  g e t t i n g  scarce ;  that they  have 

eaught t oo  xmny o f  them (Information obtained 

from a stranger). 



Y8rquette.---The rhi efish have decreased 

g r e a t l y .  Ha8 been a decrease every year f o r  

the l a a t  25 years t o  his  knowledge. He has 

been here 30 years. 25 years ago fishermeri 

would go outs ide o f  t h e  harbor  2 o r  3 miles 

and load the i r  boat8 w i t h  whi te f i sh ,  using g i l l  

n e t s  and only a few l b s .  o f  thread comparative- 

l y  t o  what they a r e  using nor. Has seen 

immense q u a n t i t i e s  o f  whi te f i sh  c a y h t  in t h e  

bay here i n  t he  f a l l ,  every one weighing 10 o r  

12  lbs. Has known fishermen to go up i n  the  

f a l l  t o  Harbons M i l l s  on Granite Po in t ,  w i t h  a 

s m a l l  s a i l  boat and salt 500 o r  600 kegs (100 

lbs. each) i n  6 r eeks ,  and not f i s h  over 1 o r  

2 miles from shore. Have not been able t o  do 

that for at l e a s t  15 yeara. If a s a i l  boat 

ahould eo out now 4 or 5 m i l e s  they would  not 

get l/4 as m n y  f i s h  w i t h  t h e  same amount of 

t r i n e  as they would 15  years ago (Grant). 



Marquette.---In 1879 o r  1880 from one 

pound net  about 6 miles down from here they 

took 900 t o  1100 lbs .  of whitef'ish, none 

weighing less than 9 o r  10 lbs.(Anderson). 

Marquette.---The whi te f i sh  have been the  

most ser ious  1088.  This  speci.es is prized 

t h e  most highly.  Everywhere we have been t o l d  

t h a t  the  Lake Superior whi te f i sh  a re  ahead of  

any f rom the  other  lakes .  Pr ice  he re  i s  

genera l ly  s l i g h t l y  more than f o r  lake t rou t .  

Their r a t i o  of decrease has been univerea l ly  

deeoribed as much g r e a t e r  than tha t  of t h e  lake 

t r o u t .  In  some cases very much g rea t e r .  

Fishermen have a t  times attempted t o  express 

t h e  amount of t h e  decrease in f i g u r e s ,  but 

nothing accurate  could be expected from them i n  

t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a s  they have no ray of f i x i n g  

the  amount of t h e  increase  of appara tus ,  e t c .  

T o  a r r e s t  the  deor tase  of wh i t e f i sh  would 

be t h e  most important thing t o  accomplish on 

Lake Superior (Rathbun) . 



Whitefish Point .---When he  first s t a r t e d  

it was more t rouble  t o  dress the fish than  it 

was t o  catch them. On some day8 when the  f i s h  

came i n  flood I have hauled i n  as many as 1200 

or 1400 lba. a t  one haul of the seine,  and that 

would be as many as we would c a r 8  t o  handle for 

the  day. Would make but the  one haul. Might 

probably get 2 or 3 such hauls during the 

week (Clark). 

Whitefish Point.---The decrease of white- 

f i s h  ha8 been over 50 per cent i n  proportion 

t o  the  amount of net t ing  used between years 

ago and the present time. This  decrease 

conmenced about 7 o r  8 years  ago on t h i s  upper 

par t  o f  the  shore. There has been nothing 

done i n  the seining, and the pound net fishing 

ha8 been deareasing on t h i s  outside shore quite 

r ap id ly .  I t  was h i s  impression a t  f irst  tha t  

the fish were ah i f t i ng  t o  t h e  other s ide o f  the 

lake nnd that they would get  them again a f t e r  a 

while. There a re  less of those large f i s h  

caught now than there  were years ago (Clark), 

a 



Whitefish Point .---There have been more 

whi tef i sh  i n  t h e  bay t h i s  spr ing so f a r  t h a n  

t h e r e  has been before f o r  2 years. 
3) 

The whi tef i sh  are not as abundant as t h e y  

used t o  be. They do not catch as many nor as 

formerly. The decrease has been very great. 

For the last 4 or 5 years does not know as  he 

has Been any marked deerease. I t  has been 

gradual.  In 1884 g o t  very good fishing, and i n  

1885 none at  a l l  t o  speak of. It got 80 poor 

the tug would come i n  with 400 t o  700 l b s .  

The year before t h a t  t h e y  only f i s h e d  h a l f  as 

many gill n e t s  and got 3 or 4 tons every day. 

In 1884 they were a l l  whitefish.  They would 

r a i s e  one end of the net and t h e  net would 

f l o a t  until they r a i s e d  the other end. Out 

of 4 t ons  t o  a l i f t  does not suppose t h a t  t b y  

would have got 100 lbs. of trout. They were 

all whi tef i sh  t h a t  weigher3 about 2, 2 1/4 and d 

2 L/2 Iba, The fishing then ras done mainly up 

the shore about 15 or 20 milsa  above here, a s  

far a8 half rray t o  Orand Yarais. Pishing was 

aone from 5 to 10 m i l e s  off the shore (Endress) 
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Whitefish Point .---The v e r y  large '  r h i t e -  

f i s h  used t o  be very abundant, but have been 

g e t t i n e  8earcer every year. Are becoming very 

gcaroe (Shaver). 

Whitefish Point.---Does not know about the 

decrease of t h e  whitefish.  When he  first came 

here  t h e  man rho ran the pound ne t s  used t o  

t e l l  him a good deal about i t ,  and the  net 

r i g h t  o f f  t h e  point he to ld  him they had l i f t e d  

100 packages from 1 night  out (Kimball). 

S t .  Mary's River.---Dip net  f i sh inE  is - 
carr ied  on only right i n  the  rapids .  Has 

known John Bouche t o  catch 42 h a l f  b a r r e l s  of 
a-44 whi tef i sh  i n  one day at evening. Thinks he has 

caught 1400 or  1500 i n  one day (Roach). 

m i t e f i s h  =.---Gets m o m  whi tef i sh  now, 

but i t  is  on account of goinCT; out so mueh 

deeper. Does not think t h e r e  is any percept i -  

b l e  decrease i n  t h e  whitefish. A8 a whole 

catafies more whi tef i sh  now than he used t o ,  but 

has extended his apparatas  t o  do i t .  Is not 

f i s h i n g  any more nete,  but goes out i n t o  deeper 
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r a t e r .  The general  impression i n  Whitefish 

Bay is t h a t  t h e  whi te f i sh  a r e  as abundant as 

ever. T h i s  spr ing  there have been more white- 

f i sh  i n  Whitefish Ray than for seve ra l  years ,  

The 3 tugs  from Whitefish Point f i shed  i n  the  

bay a l l  t h e  spr ing  and could get more f i s h  

than they get o ~ t s i d e  with the  g i l l  n e t s  

(Johnson). 

S t ,  M a r y ' s  River.---The f i s h i n g  here  i n  
7 

t h e  r i v e r  has decreased very much (Ganley). 

- St .  Mary ' s  River.---The wh i t e f i sh  a r e  not 

as abundant i n  t h e  r i v e r  as they used t o  be. 

There has been such a decrease t h a t  6 o r  7 
, 

years  ago t h e r e  were 7 o r  8 pound n e t s  f i shed  

i n  the  r ivey ,  hut now pound net  f i s h i n g  is 

p r a u t i c a l l y  nothing (Ainsworth) , 

Whitefish =.---In Whitefish Bay they a r e  

g e t t i n g  more fish than they used t o ,  but could 

not s a y  anythine; about t he  decrease the re  be- 

cauee t h e r e  is no way of measuring it(Ainswortk) 
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- Port Arthur.---Whitefish have decreased i n  

abundance. Not l/3 as many as there uaed t o  

be. They claim they catch as  many altogether 

now with increased apparatus, but have t o  uaet 

more nets  t o  do i t  with. The s i z e  o f  the 

whitefish has remained about the same. 

(TrombJey). 
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DECREASE; TrIITEFISiI - -  LAKE SUPERIOR. 

3 not 
Whitefis!i are&near a s  abund- 

a n t  a s  they used t o  be,  the decrease has been 

90$.-(Kalmbach). 

-- West End.- 

Wiscons&.- During the last years of  

' our f i sh ing ,  some 12  t o  15 years ago, we would 

go over t o  the south shore and c a m ,  would 

have 8 tug t o  br ing the f i s h  t o  market and 

would f i s h  through July and Auoist. We 

would t a k e  t r o u t  and whi te f i sh .  Only kept 

t h a t  up f o r  a few years,  but up t o  the time 

they q u i t  they got more whi te f i sh  than t rou t  

during Ju ly  and August. Before we gave up 

the business we would be bothered very mdch 

t o  get whi te f i sh  i n  the s7xn"ier. Got s o  we 

d i d n ' t  do any fis!iing a t  t h i s  end o f  the lake 

i n  the  simmer, would a l l  go t o  I s l e  Royale 

and the Apostle Is lands.  The whi te f i sh  had 

not  decreased very much, but had some, prob- 

ably about 25% at t h i s  end of the lake.-(Cooley) . 1 

West End.- Believes t h a t  the s tock  of  

fish is run down and that t h e y  w i l l  never be 

able t o  have i t  r a i sed  aga in  so far as regards 

- - .  
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whitef ish,  un less  a stoy, is put, someway t o  

c leaning  then oy.rt every year w i t h  se ines  and 

pounds. That is the only wa:. he can see i n  

which  they can be increased.-(E. S .  Smith).  

- I s l e  Roya1e.- They catch a good m a n y  

n l i i t e f i sh  i n  Bays around I s l e  Royale ye t  i n  

tlie fa l l ,  but not, near ly  a s  many as they do 

t rou t .  The wh i t e f i sh  used t o  be more aband- 

a n t  a long there .  Hzs heard o f  t h e i r  going 

down there  and catching any arnount o f  then i n  

the pounds ne t s  when they came i n  on the feed- 

ing grounds and p r o b a b l y  t o  s p a m  a t  the same 

time. - (Flynn) . 
- P o r t  Arthur.- Has seen them put  a g i l l  

ne t  i n  a t  Thunder Bay, Canada, i n  the morning 

and a t  n ight  i t  would be f l o a t i n g  o n  the  water 

j u s t  f u l l  o f  whitef ish.-(Flynn)  . 
West Side Keweenaw.- As t o  tlie abundance 

of  f i s h  now and i n  former years,  Mr. Teddy 

thinks thzt s o  faI* as whitefis!i a r e  concerned 

they have decreased f u l l y  SO;%, t.1 l e  decrease 

has s t e a d i l y  been going on f o r  s eve ra l  years.- 

(Teddy). 
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Marquette.- miere is a time when w ! i i t e -  

f i s h  coxe a l o n c  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t han  they do 

a t  o t h e r s ,  but t h e r e  seems t o  be no suc 1 :in@ 

now. About this season w!litefis!l used t o  

come i n t o  sha l lo r r  water.- ( Goodwin) . 
Ilorth Shore. - W i i t e f  ish have decreased 

along the  Canadian c o a s t .  He has been ope ra t -  

ing 03 the  !Tort11 shore  f o r  13 yea r s .  They 

have increased  t h e i r  p l a n t  probably 1/3 d a r i r g  

t h e  l a s t  5 yeers .  One reason  ror the  increase 

be inc  the demand f o r  fish f o r  t he  World's 

F a i r .  A l toge the r  they c a t c h  rn0Z-e w h i t e f i s h  

than  they used to ,  but t h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  not  as 

abundant as i t  was formerly.- (Gan ley )  . 

North Shore.- The w h i t e f i s h  seem t o  be 

g r a d u a l l y  be inc  deple ted ,  accord ing  t o  the  

ca t ches  macle and t he  way i n  which they are 

f i s h i n g . - ( E l l i o t t )  . 
3 



DECRIUSE OF WHITEFISH---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Wisconsin.---The fo l lowing  has reference 

to his fishing on the south shore some 12 or 

14 years ago: They would take trout and white- 

fish. They only kept that up for a f e w  years 

but up to the time they quit they g o t  more 

whitefish than trout during July  and August. 

Before we gave up the business we would be 

bothered very much to g e t  whitefish in the 

summer. It got so we did not do any fishing 

at this end of the lake in summer. Would all 

go to Isle Royale and the Apostle Islands. Also 

had a crew on York Island. Whitefish had not 

decreased very much, but had some* probably 

about 25 per cent at this end o r  the lake ( 

(Cooley) . 



DECREASE OF LAKE TROUT. 

, 



LAKE TROUT--DECREASE--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Port Arthur.---Have decreased t o  the same - 
extent a s  whi te f i sh  (Trombley) . 

Among, the f i shes  which used t o  S e  t bken  

i n  Thunder Bay i n  gill n e t s  i n  the e a r l y  p a r t  

of  t h e  f i shery  (Trombley). 

Have decreased i n  s i z e  (Davis) .  

Great falling of f  in  abundance, but not  

i n  size ( M u r r a y ) ,  

General,---Thinks they a r e  not as abundant 

In  Lake Superior as they were a few y e a r s  

ago (Wires).  

West End.---Por t h e  past 10 years he 

th inks  t h e r e  has been a decrease in t h e  trout 

of  f i l l y  50 per cent (Kalmbach), 

-- 

W e s t  End.---We used t o  get big f l eh ing  for 

t r o u t  along t h e  lainnesota shore anywhere off 

Lester R i v e r  and up t h a t  ray (dooley) ,  

Have decreased i n  t h i s  end of t h e  lake 

during his time (Cooley). 



West End.--There has been a decrease i n  
L_.- 

t h e  t r o u t ,  but not t o  t he  same extent as  w i t h  

the  whitefish. Thinks t h e  decrease o f  f i s h e s  

in genera l  has been only tilong t h e  shores where 

the  most, fiskiing has been done; that if the 

n e t s  were carried fay enou~h  out they wodld 

s t i l l  get  p len ty  of f i sh  (Coventry). 

West End.---Believes that the stock of 

fish is run down. (E. S. Smith). 

N o t  a s  abundant &S they used to be. Not 

1 now where the re  usea t o  be 10. No decrease 

i n  s i z e  (E. S. Smith),  

I s l e  Royale and - Minnesota.--Trout a r e  the 
_I_ 

principal fish taken on the  nor th  shore and 

around I s l e  Royale. There a re  not nearly as 

many t h e r e ,  however, as the re  used t o  b e .  

The fishermen around I s l e  Royale do not make 

much money f i s h i n c .  Would not get as many 

f i s h  now from there a l toge the r  a s  in 1892(Flynr) 

West End.---Thinks t he  s i z e  the  same now -- 
as formerly (Flynn). 



West End.--Bo not ee t  a s  many as they used -- 
t o  (Borgensen) . 
- I s l e  Roya1e.---Fishing i n  t h i s  pa r t  o f  the 

lake i s  becominc poor.  When he f i r s t  began 

f i s h i n g  here would catch as  much as 1,000 l b s .  

a week; now he only g e t s  250 lbs. (Johns) .  

Wisconsin.---All kinds of f i s h  a r e  much 

less abundant than  they were 4 years  a f o ;  not 

*/2 a8 many taken t h i s  year as l a s t  (E.Smith). 

Bayfield.---The t r o u t  have not decreased 

as much as t he  whi te f i sh  (Johnson). 

Bayfield.---Decreased probably aboilt 1/3 

s i n c e  he has been here ;  not a s  much a s  the  

whitef ish.  Not apparently smaller (Chsfe).  

Bayfield.---The f i s h  on the  south shore 

have cons tan t ly  decreased i n  numbers (Dragiund) 

Apostle Islands.---Fishes a re  not as  

abundant a s  they were 10 years ago. T h i s  

decrease began some 5 years ago. The t rou t  

have not decreased t o  t h e  same exten t  as t h e  

whitefish. The size has a l s o  decreased 

(James Smith). 
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Bayfield.---The f i s h i n g  was p r e t t y  good 

8 years  aco, ?nt was b e t t e r  3 years ago. 

Since then i t  hss not been very well  (LaRelle).  

Have not decreased as much as  the  white- 

f i s h  (LaBelle).  

Houghton.----As t o  the  abundance o f  f i s h ,  

cannot say exact ly .  Did not no t ice  any 

mate r i a l  decrease while f i sh ing .  Thinks, 

however, t h a t  t h e  f i s h  have not decreased more 

than 25 per cent (Crose).  

- Beta  Griae.---Of o r in ion  t h a t  t r o u t  and 

whi te f i sh  are not so abundant i n  this l o c a l i t y  

as i n  former years ,  having decreased p o s s i b l y  

l/4. Decrease has been rapid. F i r s t  noticed 
v 

about 6 years ago. A l s o  a decrease i n  s i z e  

(Ber r i au l t  ). 

Portage Entry.---Market f i s h e s  a r e  appa- 

r e n t l y  not so abundant a s  i n  former years ;  yet 

at  i n t e r v a l s  o f  a few years they seem t o  be 

abundant. Present catch about 1/2 t h a t  of 

former years. Does not know that t h e  decrease 

ha8 been e s p e c i a l l y  rapid. No marked decrease 



Marquette.---Have decreased near ly  a s  much 1 

a s  t h e  whi te f i sh ,  and beean about as lonc 

ago (Grant) .  

Yarquette.---Both whitef ish and lake t rou t  

have decreased very much around here. They 

have been scarce  f o r  at  l e a s t  10 years.  Does 

not see any d i f f e rence  i n  the  s ize  o f  t he  

lake  t r o u t ,  although they do not catch a s  many 

l a r g e  ones 8 s  they used t o  (Goodwin). 

A4arquette.---Not as abundant as they used 

t o  be. (Anderson). 

Marquette.---The t r o u t  as well a s  tile 

whi te f i sh  begzn t o  decrease before he came 

here.  Does not pay  him t o  f i s h  f o r  t h i s  

two spec ies  alone (Hanson). 

Mar que t t e. - - -Have not dec reas  ed near ly  as 

much as t h e  whi te f i sh  (Rathbun). 

Whitefish Point.---More abundant than they 

uaed t o  be. Get a larf ier  percentaEe than they 

did years  ago, because then they caught near ly  

a l l  whitefiah.  Take more trout now per  pound 

net than they d i d  then. Trout have been more 
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p l e n t i f u l  for th,e l a s t  -5 o r  6 years (Findress). 

No d i f f e rence  i n  average s ize .  
I 

Whitefish Point.---Has been crowing 

gradual ly  more abundrnt, from year t o  year ,  and 

i s  now m w h  more eoimiion thari i t  used t o  be. 

Supposes i t  must be due t o  t he  work of  t h e  

ke t che r i e s  (Shaver) . 
Whitefish point.---At t h e  present  t ime 

t h e  proport ion of’ 200 lbs. of l ake  t r m t  t o  

1 ton  o f  whi te f i sh  i n  t h e  pounds would he b i g  

a t  t h i s  season, l a te r  i n  t h e  year begin fewer 

t r o u t .  Formerly t h e  t r o u t  were f a r  less  

conmon an8 sometilnes would not get over 80 l b s .  

i n  7 o r  8 tons  o f  whitef ish (Shaver).  

Whitefish m.---I suppose I have caJGht 

more f i s h  with 100 rods of g i l l  n e t s  o f f  

Taquarnenon I s l and  i n  1 6  OF 18 fathoms t h a n  they 

.can catch t h e r e  now i n  2 miles  of ne ts .  There 

was no decrease i n  the  f i s h  while he was 
e 

f i sh ing  (Roach) . 



North Shore.---At t imes w!ien the  runs 

come along they w i l l  get  j u s t  as good f i s h i n g  

on the  Lake Superior shore as they  d i d  a number 

of years ago, for a short  time (Ganley). 

Does not think they have decreased. Sees 

no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  abundance (Ganley). 

North Shore. ---No di f fe rence  i n  t h e i r  

size (Ainsworth) . 



LbKE TROUT--DECREASE--WKE: SUPERIOR 

Qenera1.---Is of the  opinion that lake 

t r o u t  are not as abundant in Lake Superior  88 

they were a fe r  years aao. See farther 

observat ions under Lake Huron (Vires ) .  

V e s t  End.---The t r o u t  had decreased i n  -- 
t h i s  end of t he  lake during h i s  time. Could 

n o t  do much th ie  side of & a t e  Bay, but  then 

the railroads have come i n  there .  They could 

get 6-e here, b u t  not t o  any exten t .  On t he  

south  shore he never did much w i t h  t r o u t  i n  

the fal l  except across i n  t h e  middle ground ia 

Movember, but d i d  not fish much the re  e i t h e r  

(cooley) .  

V e r t  Bad.---The t r o u t  a r e  no t  near u 

abundant a8 they used t o  be, There is not  O R ~  

-- 
ff6h nor where tkere used t o  be 10 t e n  years  

-0 (E. 8 .  s l i t h ) .  

Lester Rirdr.---Do not get as many t r o u t  

a8 fh6J U8ed t o  (Borgermm). 

BayfIeia,---Tlre lake t r o u t  hare n o t  

bscreased a8 mueh cu the uhltofisk, but  prob- 



Bayfield.---The trout have not decreased 

as gnrch a8 the whitefish (LaEelle). 

Ysrquette,---The lake trout have decreased 

pret ty  nearly as much as t i 0  whiteflah and 

began t o  decrease about as long ago as the 

whitefish. The sisconet have not decreased 

so much because they have not been f i shed  

f o r  (Grant ) .  

Marquette.---It l a  said that the l a k e  . 

trout have not decreased generally a8 much as 

the whitefish (Rathbun). 

Whitefish Point.---This spec ies  has been 

growha gradually more abundant from year t o  

year and l e  more common ROW than it used to 

be. I suppose it must !be due to the work o r  

the hatxheries (Shaver) , 

Whitefish Point,---Lake trout  are more - 
abundant than they used t o  be. They g e t  more 

trout in proportion, Tk8y get a larger per- 

centage of trout nuw than they d i d  years ago 

because they caught nearly all ~klteilsk thea. 

They take more trout now per pound net than 

they d i d  tien. Trout have been more abundant 

for t i e  lart 5 or  6 years (Endress),' 
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North Shore.---Does not think the trout 

have decreased as he does not see any differem 

In them (Ganley). 
* -  

Port  Arthur.---Trout have decreased to the 

same extent as the whitefish. There are n o t  

as many as there used to be (Trombley). 

- Port Arthur.---Among the fisk which used 

to be taken in the g i l l  nets in the early part 

o r  the fishery in Thunder lay (Trombley). 



DECREASE; LAKE TROUT - -  LAKE SUPERIOR. 

-- West End.- “here has also been a l a r e  

. decrease in t he  t rout .  For the last 10 gears 

he thinks the  decrease has mounted  t o  fully 

50%. - (Kalmbach) . 
- I s l e  Rosale.- Ti-out a r e  t!ie p r i n c i p a l  

fish that a r e  taken on the Horth Shore and 

around I s l e  Royale. There a r e  not near ly  

as many there  now, however, as t h e r e  used t o  

be. - (Flynn) . 
Whitefish Point.- Formerly t rou t  were 

far less comon  anii sometimes they would not 

g e t  over 80 l b s .  i n  7 o r  9 tons o f  ahi tef ish.-  

(Shaver) 



TROUT; DECREASE --- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

General.- The regular trout they catch 

in Lake Superior is on the decrease.-(S.  H. 

Davis, Detroit)  . 
Whitefish Point.- Whitefish Point is 

the best place on Lake Superior. The trout 

s t i l l  harbor about that point and their  catch 

is h e m e . - ( S .  H. Davis, Detro i t ) .  



DECREASE OF HERRING). 



HERRING--DECREASE--LAKE SUPERlOR. 

lh lu th .  Is of the opinion that the her- 

r ing  are  not so numerous i n  Lake Superior as 

they were. (P.P.Wires). 

Duluth. It is cer tain that herring have 

not decreased in  t h i s  lake. They seem t o  be 

gett ing more plenty every year.  (J.Coven- 

t r y )  

k l u t h .  There has been no dearease in 

the herring. (B.S.Smith) . 
Off Leeter River. Herring are jus t  as - - 

abunUant as they ever were. (S.Borgen6en) . 
Bayfield. Iierring are  just as thick as 

Eerring fishing ha8 never they ever were. 

been extensive enough t o  eatah them off - -  

only  a little f ishing in ' the  f a l l .  (1,Chafe). 

Apoetle Islands. There are just  as many 

herring a8 there ever were. You oannot Be- 

r t r o y  them, U6t fall the t o m  here was 



flooded with herr ing and they shipped them 

and used them f o r  t h e i r  o m  uLie. They had 

30 p o t s  and some of  them would have as much 

as 3 tone a t  I l i f t ,  having the pot en t i r e ly  

fill 

The f a c t  that the herr ing are  no l e s s  

abundant than they used t o  be would indicate  

that there  was no use hatching them on the 

lake. About the f irst  o f  November they are  

very thick here  indeed. (J.La Bel l e ) .  

Marquette. The herr ing  are  more abundant 

than they used t o  be. (A.Grant). 

Afarquette, The herr ing are  so very abun- 

dant about here that there i s  no chanae of 

t h e i r  causing any decrease i n  them w i t h  the  

number of persons rho a r e  fishing here now. 

There a re  ju s t  a6 many herring here now as 

when he came here 6 gears ago, S O  far as he 

aan t e l l .  (A.Larntzson) 

Marquette. Herring a re  very abundant. 



There are j u e t  as many herring here nor as 

ever. (Nels Hanson) 

Whitefish Point. Does not know much about 

the herring, except that they are very abun- 

dant about here, and thinks they are more 

abundant than they used to be. They caught 

more herring this year than any year before 

that he knows of. (Endress). 

North Shore. Herring are as abundant as 

they ever were. (J.Ganley). 



HERRING; DECREASE -- LAKE SITPERTOR. 

Marquette.- Herring a r e  more abundant 

than they used t o  be.  Thinks j u s t  as t he  

o t h e r  f i s h  decrease the  he r r ing  i n c r e a ~ e ,  be- 

cause they a r e  the main food of the o t h e r  fish. 

The he r r ing  have not been f i shed f o r  t o  amount 

t o  anything f o r  many years.- (Grant) . 
There a r e  10 he r r ing  now where there  was 

1 formerly. As the  t rout  a r e  caught o u t  the 

he r r ing  have a chance t o  l i v e  and increase.-  

(Anderson). 

The he r r ing  do not seem t o  need protec-  

t i o n  a t  p resent .  They are said t o  be even 

more abundant than they used t o  be, and t!iis 

might r e a d i l y  happen by catching o f f  so l a r g e  

a propor t ion  o f  l ake  t r o u t .  The fishermen 

claim so a t  l e a s t .  The her r ing  a r e  the chief 

food of t he  t r o u t ,  a t  least  where they can get 

them.-(Rathbun). 

The fi thermen a l s o  s a y  that the he r r ing  

are the p r i n c i p a l  food o f  the l a k e  t r o u t ,  and 

the  l a t t e r  being nor very much reduced i n  
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numbers, ha8 given the  he r r ing  a chance t o  

increase.  Therefore, with the  s l ight  present 

demand f o r  her r ing ,  there  could be no especial  

ham i n  allowing t h e i r  capture i n  l eg i t ima te  

ways t h a t  w o u l d  not do ham t o  more important 

spec i 8 8  - (Ra thbun) 



DECREASE OP STURGEON. 



STURGEOM ; DECREASE . 

. (See a l s o  under previous heading).  

Port  Arthur. Get near ly  as mny here nor - 
as r e  used to.  They used t o  make cav ia r  

here ,  but not nor. They do not ge t  enough 

eggs i s  the  reason they d o  not now. (Trom- 

b l e y )  . 
The sturgeon have decreased. Used t o  get  

more s turgeon a t  one time than we do nor. 

There were more caught years  ago than nor, 

(Serva is )  . 
Apostle Island Region. They have de- 

creased;  used t o  b e  very abundant, H a s  seen 

enough sturgeon In one n e t ,  so that it  t o o k  

them 2 days t o  clean t he  ne t  out. Sturgeon 

use& t o  b e  very abundant here  20 years ago, 

but they have p r e t t y  wel l  played out.  On 

the other s i d e  of Bad r i v e r  t h e y  may get  

some yet .  (La Bel l e )  . 



Whitefish Point ,  They have not f a l l e n  

o f f  i n  quant i ty  that he knows o f ,  and there  

has been no p a r t i c u l a r  decrease i n  t h e  s i z e .  

(Endress) . 
Sturgeon a r e  g e t t i n g  very scarce . (Shaver). 

Whitefish Bay. Sturgeon have decreased 

s ince he has been on the lakes. They a r e  a 

f i s h  that g e t s  caught o f f  very quickly.  

Does not know hardly what should be done 

w i t h  them. Sturgeon a r e  a s h a l l o w  water 

f i sh ,  and the re  a re  not a grea t  many of them 

i n  Lake Superior.  They are only i n  the bays 

and they soon get  caught o f f ,  as the  grqunds 

a r e  so small. (Johnson). 

The sturgeon used t o  be very m c h  more 

abundan t. (Roach) . 
St.Mary's River. Five o r  7 years  ago  

they used t o  ge t  l o t s  of sturgeon by scoop- 

ing, but they a re  g e t t i n g  very scarce.  

(Bouche) 

- 



They used t o  be  more plenty  down on Lake 

George years  ago than they a r e  nor. Does 

not think they have been caught up, but have 

gone t o  o ther  grounds. (Kirvan) . 
Nor th  Shore. They have kept j u s t  about 

t h e  same, and a r e  not any l e s s  abundant than 

they used t o  be. (Ganley). 

They were q u i t e  plenty i n  Bachewauaung 

and Goulais Bays 6 o r  7 years  ago. They 

would ge t  a ton  o r  more a r eek ,  and now they 

g e t  only an occasional  one. (Ainsror th)  . 



CAUSE OF DECREASE, GENERAL. 



POSSIBLB CAUSBS OF DECRgASE OF FIBHES, 

LAKE SUPBRIOR. 

P o l l u t i o n s .  

Duluth. Sewage from c i t y  may affect the 

fhheri86 close by,  but  probably not t o  any 

extent. The sewera empty i n t o  the lake at 

different points . 
Marquette. Sewage runs into harbor. Gas 

works refuse i n t o  harbor. Dredging 

about wharves has done 80- harm. 

Whltefi8h &. 
- 900. 

No sewage or tanneries. 

Government dredging haa epoiled 

fishing in the rapibs. 

Port  Arthur. No p o l l u t i o n s ,  -- 

Log8 and MI11 Ref’use. 

W ~ ~ U O P L L I ~ P ,  between Superiar - and Bayfield.  

Rafts have interfered with poUna netting. 

The raft8 are mads up U l O S 0  by the shore. 



Damage done by rafts breaking up and going 

on the ehore. T h i s  has been during past 10 

or 12 gears. Bark gets into poun46, and, by 

ologging meshes, tends t o  hold In the small- 

er f i shes ,  he .  Saw only one saw-mill along 

this shore. 100 evidenae was supplied t o  

ahor indury t o  f ishes.  

Bayfleld - and rieinlty.  Johnson says 8aw- 

dust goes in from all the saw-mills along 

the shore; a l s o  some trouble with bark; but 

hi8 evidenoe related t o  injury t o  fishing 

and not fieher. 

chafe doesn't think sar-mills have done 

mr8h harm, nor the rafting. 

prevents hauling of  seines. 

Bark sometimes 

Apostle IslanaS. Mueh damage to  pounds 

sometimes by logs und floating drift-rood. 

Dearea8e of fish Bus more espeolally t o  

logging, distribution over the bottom o f  saw- 

dust an$ bark. (Ja8,Smith). 



Ohequamsgon x. Examined the situation 

The mills are all burning the ir  careful ly .  

 lawd dust, and there is no further danger from 

this sour6e. whatever mey have taken place 

In t h e  past. The shores of the bay are pret- 

ty wel l  s trem with log8 and drift-rood. 

Grand Marais. Sawdust has done m c h  t o -  

ward ruining fishing grounas. Smaller ones 

- 

more harmf'd than the larger, allowing the 

sawlust t o  f l o w  down into the lake. This 

should be stopped, where the debris  would en- 

ter fishing raters. (Cormable). 

Yarquette. Net8 are damaged a good deal 

by rater-logged stumps, rood, &c. 

u8e hare from the saw-mills that comes in 

from the stresms. It i s  s t r e m  along close 

Same ref- 

t o  the shore, and Uoes more harm t o  pounds 

b than g i l l s .  (Grant) 

Wherever 8av-mills run out their 6aWdUBt 

-8t do harm t o  whitefish. A goo4 many on 
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the rivers here from which the sawdust comes 

out .  100 whitefish spawning grounds about 

here to be hurt . (Doodrin) . 
Sawdust has been banked up around some of 

the mills about here, and the currents have 

carried it o f f .  They fin& slabs and such 

stuff all over the bottom, and it has hurt 

the gill nets. No refuse around the pounds. 

(Anderson) . 
Whitefish Point. Logs drifted on the 

shore and bark has caused decline of seine 

fishery. Sawdust a l s o  used t o  drift down 

from Deer Park. (Clark) . 
Not troubled with sawdust, but their-nets 

get full of bark, and he has also seen it  in 

the gills of whitefish. Rafts pass here 2 

or 3 times a reek. (Endress). 

Whitefish %. No trouble where he fish- 

es nor, but in Taquamenon Bay there was a 

mill &om rrhiah he was bothered by the edg- 
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ings and slabs. Bow they burn them. As a 

whole the saw-mills are not doing any damage 

to the fishing, as there are not enough of  

them. Log towing is a nuisance t o  the f ish-  

ing. In many places they have been in  the 

habit of lett ing sawaust run into the 

streams. (Johnson) . 
lllaislra Bay. 

Canada Shore. NO saw-mills. Practically 

Is full o f  mill refuse. 

no log towing. 

Cinders. 

In the tracks of steamers cinders and 

clinkers are a great annoyanae t o  g i l l  nets. 

Traff ic .  

lire8 thinks it ha8 had something t o  do 

with injuring the fishing near Duluth. The 

same has a l s o  been claimed with reference t o  

80- parts of St.hry's river. 



CALTSES OF DECRTASE -- MIX S U P E R I O R .  

-- West End.- Thinks tlie reason f o r  the 

decrease is t b t  years a;;o, ?:hen he f i r s t  cam 

up here on  the fis!iing grounds, t!iere were 

al-ays s t r e a m  where wrhitef is!i 2nd t rout  a d  

a l l  o the r  f i s h  used t o  50 f o r  t!ieir spawning 

grouncls, and they would get  into places  and 

spawn then which were nice1;r pro tec ted ,  such 

a s  harbors E ? ! I ~  bays. Eelieves t!iat there  were 

more resv.1ts f r o m  t h e i r  spawn ax1 their spawn 

w o u l d  become well  irtT)reC;nated s-cl cor?c t o  

matur i ty  all i-is!it and r e s u l t  i n  young f r ; r .  

1To17, however, every strearn in  the country is 

blocked a g a i n s t  them b y  lumberin;;, saw Tills 

o r  something of' t!iat s o r t .  The:- were 

dr iven  o f f  the nice ,-rounds an:? a r e  i l l  deeper  

water shere  t h e i r  own reproduct ion is l o s t  

en t  ire1;r. - (Kalmbach) 

West -- End.- Believes tile decrease t a  be 

caused by t!ie f i s h i n g  being cleaned o u t  w i t h  

t h e  se ines  a3d pound ne t s .  Knows t h a t  the 

f i s h  a l l  go on shore i n  the  surmer. About 

the t r o u t  i t  is p r e t t y  hard t o  s y .  Does not 
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unciers tanit them. Tney a r e  sl oTrer g , r o ~  ing 

and probably mo?e eggs ? r e  dest,ro:red than aitli 

o ther  spec ies . - (E .  S .  S m i t h ) .  

West End.- He thinks the decrease is  

on account o f  s o  m y  f i s h  being taken f r o m  

the  !.rater during the  spawning season and the 

spawn not taken care  o f .  Around Isle Ropale 

fishermen d o  not have nuch r e s r e c t  f o r  the 

spawn and they do not tr:r t o  save the e g g s . -  

(Flynn) . 
- I s l e  Roya1e.- Thin’-s t he  decrease vas 

caused b y  the  pound n e t s  w h i c h  were formerly 

s e t  here. When he f i r s t  began f i s h i n g  here 

he c a u ~ h t  as much as 1000 pounds a week, while 

now he only ,.rets 250 l b s  .- (Johns) . 
Wisconsin.- CouE o f f e r  no t!icory f o r  

the g r e a t  decrease except tlxit q u z n t i t i c s  o f  

young were taken by t h e  se ines  znci smll mesh- 

ed pound nets . - (Draglund) .  

Apostle fs1ands.- The decrease is d-ie 

t o  t!ie ca t ch ins  ou t  o f  g rea t  nm3ers  of  fish, 

but more e s p e c i a l l y  t o  the logging business 

the d i s t r i b u t i o n  over the bot tom of  the lake 

of  sawdust and bark.-(James Smith) .  

r -  
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Chequame,yon Bay.- They  put  i n  a break- 

water here about 4 miles 1 0 3 ~  and that d i s tu rb -  

ed the f i sh . -  (LaBelle) * 

Bayfield.-  The g i l l  ne ts  take a good 

maliy spawning fis!i, because they a r e  f i shed  L? 

t he  spawning season. The tugs have run the  

f i s h  o f f  more than the pound nets . - (LaBelle)  

- Eetc Grise.-  A t t r i b u t e s  The present  

s c a r c i t y  o f  f i s h  t o  t!ie use o f  t o o  small a 

mesh and tile use o f  the se ine ,  the mesh o f  

w!iic!i goes as lorn as 1 1/2 inclies.-(Crose).  

West Side Keweenaw.- Believes t!mt the 

fishermen do  not ge t  toomany f i s h  and tint 

p o s s i b l y  the reason they do n o t  Se t  as nany 

a s  the:' d i d  i n  former y e a r s  i s  on account of 

the mesh having been made la rger .  

Can give no  cause of tlie decrease o f  50;; 

i n  w!iitefish a s  s t a t e d  5:. h i m ,  but suggests  

t h a t  i t  may be o n  account o f  the fisherrier! 

h m  ing t o  use t o o  l a r g e  a mesh (Yet Llr. Ted&* 

dec la re s  that !ie has seen f i s h  taken i n  the 

pound ne t s  which i t  w o u l d  r equ i r e  3 o r  4 t o  

malie a l b . ) . - (Teddy) .  

Bete Grise.- Assigned a s  a cause f o r  t1-e 

decrePuse 
-- 

,I 



that too many fish a r e  taken. Was o f  t!ie 

opinion that the  catciiiny; o f  s p a w i n g  fi3i i n  

the  f a l l  w a s  l a r ~ e l y  resyonsible  f o r  t!ie de- 

c r e a s e . - ( B e r r i a u l t ) .  

Portage Entr2.- Can Give no  cause for 

the  decrease u n l e s s  i t  is the increase of  the 

pound ne ts . -  (Quinn) . 
hIarquette.- He is  p r e t t y  wel l  persuadod 

t l z t  i f  t h e  tugs had not commenced t o  f i s h  out 

o f  here  t h e  f i s h i n c  w o u l d  have been Good f o r  

50 years. 

ES much twine as the  tugs.-(Goodwin). 

A s a i l  boat used onl:? about 1/3 

Marauette.- Does not, know what has 

caused the decrease unless  i t  is t!mt the 

fishermen have cleaned +,hem 211 o u t .  Thinlcs 

t he re  has been t o o  much f i sh ing  here, which 

hzs k i l l e d  o f f  t f ie  f i s h .  The decrease began 

when the t w s  cane here. " h e : r  would tllror: 

t h e  o f f a l  overboard and t h a t  aoulC k i l l  

t he  fish o f f .  - (Anderson) . 
Mar-que t t e  - The s w i l l e r  fishermen 

l a y  all t h e  decrease o f  y:rhitefis!i and t r o u t  

t o  the extensive f i s h i n g  b y  tuGs. The tug 

fishermen, bes idles what they say  aga ins t s e  ines 



-5- 

and pounds, consider  t h a t  the several tugs 

of a few years ago ,  corning f r o a  elsewlie;-e, 

were r e s rons ih l e  f o r  tlie t rouble .  Goodwin, 

however, lays :he decrease t o  t:ie tugs i n  

zenera l  arid sa;rs it  rroulci have been b e t t e r  

had they all continued t o  fisli w i t h  s a i l -boa t s  

and small rigs.-(Rathbun) 

- Whitef isli Point . -  The reason why there  

a r e  more fis!i i n  La!re Superior tlian any ot!ier 

lakes  is that they do not ?ish for thez  here 

in  t!ie spawning season.- (Shaver) .  

Whitefish Point . -  The only thing he cs:? 

l a y  the decrease t o  is too much f i sh ing .  

17othing i n  the wor ld ,  i n  his op in ion ,  sill 

k i l l  a f i s h i n g  ground quicker thali a tug. 

A tug w i l l  f i s h  i n  3 o r  4 fathoms i n  tlie fall 

v!ien the fis!i Ere sparming. Their tug m i l l  

f i s h  about 4000 l eads  t o  a l i f t  and have 5 

l i f t s . - ( i + a t t ) .  

Whitefish Bay.- The cause o f  the decraase 

is from s o  muc!i f i sh ing ,  s o  many gi l l  ne t s  a d  

S O  pounds. 

Regarding the  amount o f  apparatus ,  you 

know that years ago i t  was the  poor  man wLho 
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f i s h e d ,  now i t  is t!?e r i c h  man. The poor  man 

carlnot f i s h  non became  it, takes too rnich 

c a F i t a l  t o  f i t  h i m  ou t .  30 :rezrs ago 2 men 

worrld take 100 r o d s  o f  n e t  znc! a l i t t l e  boa t ,  

go u? t he  sho re  and could m!re sood wsges 

f i s h i n g .  I?ow t!ie o n l y  may they can d o  is t o  

f i sh  on shares. 90 mi l e s  of n e t t i n z  is t o o  

much for one Cor.rpang t o  have. The r i c h e r  

t hese  f o l l o v s  g e t  the n o r e  tugs and n e t s  +,!le:? 

pu t  ou t .  T h i n l c s  Endress Eros. c l e a r e d  $45000. 

last year . - (Roach) .  

1Torth S!iore.- They f i n d  t!mt on  the  

p l a c e s  where they fish too much ?wine i t  

d r i v e s  t h e  f i s h  o f f ,  and whi le  it d o e s n ' t  

c a t c h  them a l l  o u t ,  i t  d r i v e s  them away.- 

(Ganley) * 

North Shore.-  Ainsworth an2 Ganley do 

not  knov  a h e t h e r  i t  is the n e t s  w h i c h  keep 

the fis!i o u t  o r  y!iether the:. have a c t u a l l y  

decreased . - (Rathbun) .  

- P o r t  Arthur.- The dec rease  has  been 

caused both  by g i l l  nets  and pound n e t s .  I t  

is on account  o f  t he  deeper  water. There 

is not as much chance f o r  f i s h  t o  breed here  



a s  i n  Saginaw Bay and such waters .  There 

never were very many f i s h  here compared w i t ! i  

t!le lower lakes. The ,yeat  drerrback w i t h  

tliis lzke  is that t!ie water i s  too  deep t o o  

c lose  i n  shore.- (Tr.omblel:). 

The cause may be f r o m  the l a r g e  nurnSers 

having bee-: taken fr-or? :;le mzter and from 

f r igh ten ing  the f i s h  avra:; by t!ie twine and 

o f f a l .  Possib1:T dr iven  o u t  norc +,!lax c a q h t  

out .- (Tronbley) 

Could a s s i g n  no reason for. tile decrsase 

unless i t  miclit be t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of the 

small f r y  by c e r t a i n  apparatus, notably pound 

ne ts . - (Murray) . 



CAUSE OF DECREASE OF F I S H  --- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Apostle Islands.-  Various reasons a r e  

given f o r  the  cause o f  this deyle t ion ,  the  

most p l a u s i b l e  o f  which  appears t o  be the 

logging industry.  Timber has been taken from 

the i s lands  and adjacent  s!iores, and f loa t ed  

t o  m i l l s  i n  the  water. Tfiousands o f  logs  

every year soak and grind o f f  the bark i n  

these waters.  This is  supposed t o  cover the 

food o f  ancl i n  otherwise hinder the feeding 

o f  the whi te f i sh .  As many a s  th ree  fishermen 

stated that i t  was not iceable  t h a t  a f t e r  an  

unusually heav;r l ogg ingr in t e r  the f i s h i n g  was 

corresrondingly poor the next  s m e r .  

The amount o f  twine i n  these waters,  even 

i f  used in judic ious ly  and d e s t r u c t i v e l y ,  would, 

in the judgnent of the best  fishemnen, not 

d e c l e t e  the waters 80 rap id ly ,  s ince  l i t t l e  

o r  no f i s h i n g  is  c a r r i e d  on during the  spawn- 

ing season. - (Woolman) - 



CAUSE OF DECREASE OF FISH---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Port Arthur.---No cause can be assigned to - 
the absence of fish from Thunder Bay except 

over fishing. The bay is large and deep, and I s  

clear water. The Government breakwater in 

front of Port Arthur neceesitated some blasting, 
- 

but that could not have had a lasting effect 

upon the fishes (Rathbun). 



CAUSE OF DECREASE OF WHITEFISH. 



WHITEFISH; CAUSE OF DECREASE - L f i Z  SITPZRIOR. 

West -- End.- Thinks t o o  much pound net 

f i s h i n g  was one cause o f  the  decrease.  

There a r e  half a dozen t!ieories advanced t o  

exFlain the  cause of  t h e i r  leaving.  Sone claim 

that i t  was o n  accoun? o f  cowierce a d  others  

:Tort11 Shore th2 t drove the  f isli nnray. - (Cooley) . 

CATCH OF SPAW3IITG FISJI. 

Wisconsin.- The whi te f i sh  came i n  t o  

spawn on the sout!i shore and would be taken 

b:. the g i l l  ne t s  i n  the spawning season, 5ut 

not  very much by the pounds, on account o f  

t he  stormy weather. Rever but once o r  +,wice 

t o  his knowled,Te have pounds been s e t  i n  the 

F a l l  and t h e y  have never made a success o f  

i t .  Gill nets ,  however, are s e t  o n  the 

spawning grounds i n  the spawning season. There 

were never fish enough taken w i t h  the pounds 

i n  the  spawning season t o  have depleted the 



whitef ish.-  (Cooley) . 

Wisconsin.- They used t o  catc! l  sone 

smll whi te f i sh  here i n  t:ie winter w i t 1 1  seines 

r i g h t  o f f  Minnesota Point  o n  t h e  Diduth s i d e  

o f  the channel, between there  and the main 

s!iore a d i s t ance  o f  1/2 mile.  

sliore t,lie;r never took  mliitefisli under 1 o r  

1 1/2 lbs. There were 2 o r  3 years t h a t  the 

Finnlanders tool: s ! ~ i l l  wliitef ish w i t h  h e r r i z g  

i:i the se ines  uxder the ice . - (Cooleg) .  

On the  s o u t h  

POUNDS IIETS. 

Wisconsin.-It is his opinion that pound 

n e t s  a r e  not e s p e c i a l l y  r e s rons ib l e  for  the 

decrease o f  whi te f i sh ,  because they stopped 

a l l  o f  a sudden and a lmos t  e n t i r e l y ,  about 10 

o r  1 2  years ago.-(Cooley). 

MIISCELLI\’,lEOUS. 

Has o f t e n  wondered w h a t  was the  a c t u a l  

cause of the decrease. Thinks they have 



gone down on the Canada shore.  Does not k w w  

of anything being done a t  t h i s  end o f  t!le lake 

that  would tend t o  deyle te  the supp1;r. Doesn’t 

think there  a r e  enough whi tef i sh  caught within 

20 miles  of Duluth t o  a f f e c t  the mat te r  a t  

a l l .  - (Cooley) . 

Wisconsin.- Seining on the south shore 

has done harm t o  whi te f i sh  i n  the  p a s t ,  but 

l a s t  season was about, t!ie l a s t  they had any 

s e i n i n g  there  t o  a i o u n t  t o  anything. . They 

were employed b o t h  i n  the sp r ing  and f a l l .  

Two or 3 f a l l s  ago there  were a good many 

se ines  on the south shore between Wisconsin 

Entry and Bayfield.  They would take white- 

f i s h  i n t o  m a r k e t  that were t o  small t o  be 

marketable, and we would make them sa l t  them. 

I t  was a hard job t o  salt them and the f i s h e p  

men wanted t o  s e l l  them f r e sh .  They kept  

on haul ing the se ines  a n t i c i p a t i n g  g e t t i n g  

l a r g e r  f i s h ,  but ins tead  o f  t ha t  they always 

got the same, and because they could not s e l l  
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them f r e s h  they dunped them 03 the shore.  

!l!liat discouraged the men who were f i s h i n g  

se ines  on the south shore. Last  spr ing,  1893, 

and the year before we g o t  q u i t e  2 few f rom 

the se ines  anti they secrned t o  be p r e t t y  good 

s i zed  a t  the beginning, bu? along toward the 

end they g o t  s m l l  again,  running f r o m  1/4 t o  

1/2 l b .  apiece.  

fishermen s t a r t e d  i n  w i t h  t h e i r  s e ines  and 

would brir-g whi te f i sh  i n  and f o r  a m h i l z  the:: 

were all r i g h t  Good s ized  fish,  but they soon 

coimenced t o  g e t  sxall ones and when they d i d  

s o  we comenced t o  k i c k  anci t e l l  then they 

must sa l t  them, that discouraged the s e i n e  

f isi iemen, and this sp r ing  ( 1894) there  wasn't 

a s e ine  p u t  in .  There has been no f a l l  sein- 

ing f o r  wh i t e f i sh  s ince  they go t  such a b i t e  

3 gears  ago, when they dumped handred o f  tons 

o f  small whi te f i sh  on  the  beach.- (Coventry) . 

I n  the spr ing  o f  1833 

SPA'F13IlTG WHITEFISI-I IiT SEIIES. 

Wisconsin.- The s e i n e s  were employed 

along the south shore i n  the sp r ing  and a l s o  

in  the f a l l  durinC; the spawning seaeon. They 
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They used t o  haul then over  the T h i t e f i s h  s i m n -  

in;: gro,mds. Two o r  3 falls ago there  were 

a good many se ines  between Wisconsin Entry 

and Bayfield.- (For fizrther d e t a i l s  see under 

d e s t r u c t i o n  of' s !ml l  fish by s e ines )  .-(Coven- 

try). 

POU!1T)S A131 SEIIES. 

Wisconsin.- Cause o f  decrease of mhite- 

f i s h  is because they hzve hzd s o  many pounc! 

ne ts  and se ines  goingthat they have s imply  

cleaned them out .  TWre a r e  not a s  many 

pounds now a s  ther*e used t o  be, s i T 1 y  5e- 

cause they cannot ge t  enowh fish t o  pay then 

t o  use t!iern.-(E. S .  Smith) .  

Bayfield.- The o n l y  causes he knom o f  

f o r  the decrease o f  the w!iitefish a r e  the 

se ines  and poun6s. Seining is bound t o  be 

des t ruc t ive  t o  small f ish.-(Clmfe) .  

- Sand Is land.-  Thinks t h e  cause o f  the 

apparent decrease is dix not t o  the number of 
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fish taken from the  lake,  but t o  the decrease 

in  t h e i r  food. Believes the decrease i n  the 

food caused by the  logging business.  

g rea t  amount o f  sawdust and bark thrown in to  

the lake has covered the food o f  the  f i s h  so 

t ha t  they have been obliged t o  change t h e i r  

ground. Thus, the heavier the  logging, the 

l i g h t e r  the  ca t ch  of  f i s h . - ( S h a w ) .  

The 

SMALL FISH 117 POU!TDS AID SEIHES. 

- Sand Island.- Young f i s h  a r e  not taken 

except in pound ne t s  and in  f i n e  meshed 

seines.-(Shaw) . 

Rayfield.-  The cause o f  the decrease 

is because they have lost s o  many g i l l  ne t s  

and have caught so man7 f i s h  that they hard ly  

ever 

they 

get i n  here now.-(LaBelle). 

Chequamegon a. - I t  is claimed that 

have c a u a t  t o o  many whi te f i sh  nere,  
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but he th inks  t h a t  the m i l l s  hzve done much 

o f  the darnage by throwing i n  s o  much rubbish.- 

(S t ranger )  . 
E:IISCELLAIEOUS. 

Marquette.- Cause o f  decrease o f  w ! i i t e -  

f ish simply f rom extensive f i s h i n g  by- g i l l  

ne ts ,  pound ne t s  and everything combined.- 

(Grant) . 
POUITDS AlTD SEIIES. 

Marsuet t e  .- The whitef is!i would be 

benef i ted  here b y  stopping se in ing .  

inch mesh w i l l  c a t ch  very smll f i s h .  Pound 

ne$s a r e  l a r g e  enough rnes!l t o  l e t  the medium 

s i z e  f i s h  through, but se ines  w i l l  s t o p  f i s h  

as small as your  l i t t l e  f i nge r .  Fish weigh- 

ing 1 1/2 lbs. would  run  through the  mesh 

they use in  POLWKIS. - (Goodwin) 

A 3/4 

YOUNG IN SEINES AID GILL UETS . 
hlarquette.- One of the most important 

queetions of the cause o f  decrease here r e -  

late8 t o  t h e  h e r r i n g  fishery with  seines and 

p088 ib ly  wi th  till M s .  Do the her r ing  
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ne t s  take the young o f  t!ie o the r  spec ies  and 

i n  quant i ty  t o  ma’:e it  se r ious?  We have 

heard nothing about t!ie capture  o f  young 

Lake Trout i n  the he r r ing  g i l l  ne ts  and the re  

is  probably no t rouble  on that score.  

The youn,.; wh i t e f i sh  a r e  s a i d  by seve ra l  

t o  be very abundant a t  times arounrl the break- 

water and 8rouncl t!ie bil :  wllarves up t o  t h e i r  

inner  ends. They a r c  r e ro r t ed  t o  be there  

during the s ’ m r .  Pa rke r ,  Grant and Sood- 

win, who do not engage i n  the srnall herrini;  

f i s h e r y ,  say  they o c c u r  a t  times i n  t!iese 

p laces  i n  immense q u a n t i t i e s .  Hanson, who 

uses se ines  claims that they a r e  never abund- 

a n t ,  a 1  t h o w h  he acknowledges t h e i r  occurrence 

in the Tlaces mentio!ied. According t o  his 

statements he takes a few smll  whi te f i sh  i n  

his se ines ,  but never many. Others claim 

that a good many a r e  s o  taken and s o l d  a s  

herr ing,  and that formerly the quant i ty  s o  

taken was g r e a t e r ,  sometimes immense when t!ze 

spec ies  was more abundant. 

Seining is claimed by some t o  have been 

one of the c!iief c a s e s  o f  the decrease of  

t he  Whitefish, c e r t a i n l y  if l a r g e  numbers of 
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A 

small wh i t e f i sh  a r e  caught i n  the se ines ,  

s e in ing  should be prohib i ted  where they occur 

o r  s o  r e s t r i c t e d  as t o  preve!it t h e i r  capture .  

But how can they be r e s t r i c t e d ?  The h e r r  iryy, 

a r e  wi th in  reach o f  tlie s e ines  durin;; a com- 

p a r a t i v e l y  s h o r t  period only, p r i n c i p a l l y  the 

summer, when the  whitefis!? a r e  s a i d  to  be 

w i t h  them. They o n l y  se ine  a t  such times a s  

t h e  herr ing.  a r e  about the breakwater and the 

wharves. 

When they leave these p laces  and go 

f u r t h e r  o f f  s!iore they employ the f i n e  meshed 

g i l l  n e t s .  I could g e t  no s a t i s f a c t o r y  

infor .mt ion  t o  s!iow tha t  the young wliitef is!i 

a r e  taken i n  tlie he r r inc  g i l l  n e t s ,  although 

they may be. 

The s e i n i w  a t  Marquette is on a very 

m a l l  s c a l e .  The ne t s  a r e  s h o r t  and not 

over 4 i n  use El together . - (Rathbun) .  

SEIlIES A I D  POUYDS. 

tIarquet>o.- They say that the  young 

whi te f i sh ,  down to  a very small size, occur 

by tlie wharves, e s p e c i a l l y  d w i n g  the s m e r  

and that these  y o w  a r e  taken ir: t he  s e i n e s  
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and ill the  pounds in la rge  mmbers Tliese 

statome3ts were given me by everyone who does- 

not handle pounds and se ines  and t!ie;r were 

disposed t o  l a y  a very g rea t  share  o f  tlie de- 

crease t o  this causa. !Tone o f  the pound. armd 

s e i n e  men w i l l  acknowledge this, however, but 

say they take only an occasional smll white- 

f i sh . - (Rathbun) .  

Whitef ish Point.-  Occasionally i n  haul- 

ing f o r  h e r r i n z  we would get  some small w h i t e -  

f i s h .  Thinks he could get  them mixed i n  w i t h  

the  he r r ing  now. They would be in about 10 

o r  12 f e e t  of water. There is  2 stream a t  

110. 9 L i f e  Saving S t a t i o n  and around the mouth  

of t h a t  stream is a &reat  p lace  f o r  smll 

fish. Thinks young whi t e f i sh  and he r r ing  

would be found there  .- (Clarke)  . 
1.11SCELLA:EOUS. 

Whitef ish P o i n t . -  If you can ge t  any 

one to  t e l l  you what has been the cause o f  

the decrease o f  the wh i t e f i sh  they can do 

b e t t e r  than I .  The f i s h  have been caught 



o f f  and t h a t  i s  all you can say about it .- 

(Endress ) .  
a 

SMALL FISH III fIETS. 

Whitefis!i Poi:i t .-  Does not k!iow any 

p a r t  i c  a lar  1 ine o f  f is hinc t h a t  ~ ro i i l d  be more 

a? t  t o  c a t c h  o f f  t!ie fisli than another .  There 

is no use o f  tallring, b u t  t h a t  gears ago when 

fish were p l e n t i f d  there  were a p e a t  many 

srnall f i s h  u s e l e s s l y  caucht m d  thrown away. 

We have done t h a t  oui*selves, b u t  now t h a t  they 

a r e  g e t t i %  scarce  we a r e  yore careful.-(Endress) 

SIIALII I!T SEIIES. 

0 

Whitef ish Point . -  Never sa'x an;r s:?all 

wh i t e f i sh  about here,  the  m a l l e s t  having 

been f r o 3  the  se ine  a t  tile no in t .  They 

pu l led  a c o l ~ p l e  ashore t!ie:-e about, 4 o r  5 

inches long.  - ( P r a t  t 1 

While I :ras a t  the poin t  I s a w  a tub 

about ha l f  f u l l  o f  he r r ing  and small whi tef i sh  

from the  se ine ,  s t i l l  standing on the beach. 

They cons is ted  mostly o f  her r ing ,  ranging 

mainly I 'rom 11 t o  13 1/2 inches long, r a t h e r  

l a r g e  f o r  l ake  Superior .  The largest white- 

_ .  



fish were 1 2  t o  13 inches long, t he  smal les t  

were 8 and 9 i m h e s  long. The 2 smallest  

were preserved in  alcoho1,and sen t  t o  Washine 

ton, and a l s o  one o f  the medium sized.-(Rathbun).  

We never used t o  ge t  any s m a l l  w!:itefish 

i n  the  g i l l  ne t s  and not many s x a l l  ones i n  

the  se ines .  Would not ge t  any sinal1 ones 

except i n  the August rxn w i t h  the he r r ing  

andthey would weigh f r o m  1/2 t o  1 1/2 lbs. 

apiece.  We never used t o  market any o f  those 

l i t t l e  ones.-(Roach). 

There were l o t s  o f  younl: w!iitefish. 

Has hauled a l i t t l e  s e ine  t o  catc! i  b a i t  f o r  

t r o u t  ahen we would ge t  all ;roun-- wli i tef ish 

about 6 o r  8 inches lo-ng; never s2w any s -a l -  

ler than those and the se ine  would not s t o p  

anytliing smaller.  A person can t e l l  p re+ , ty  

well  w!iat t h e  spec ies  was as they would be 

e i t h e r  whitef is11 o r  herr ing.-  (Roach) . 
MISCELLA!IEOUS. 

- St. Mary's River.- The fishermen account 

f o r  the decrease by the increase i n  the  number 

of boats pass ing  throuch here and the s t i r r i n g  

up of the water by t h e  ves se l s ,  deepening the  



channel f o r  the government. Pound n e t s  have 

not  been f i s h e d  ex tens ive ly  i n  the  r i v e r  f o r  

3 yea r s .  The decrease  of  t he  w h i t e f i s h  

began before  that ,  but a t  that time f i s h i n g  

became u q r o f i t a b l e .  Xe th inks  i t  is due t o  

t h e  cons t an t  passing o f  v e s s e l s ,  n o t  t o  over- 

f i s h i %  a t  a l l . - (A inswor th )  * 

ShlALL TISEI. 

IJorth S!iore.- I!e sa-:! wvhitefisl-i down on 

t.% n o r t h  shore  about 2 weeks ago that  i t  took 

75 w!iitefish t o  make 100 l b s . ,  dressed.-  

( E l l i o t t ) .  

bIISCELLANEOUS. 

- P o r t  Ar thur . -  The cause of t he  decrease  

is that they  m u s t  have been c a q h t  o f f .  I 

d o n ' t  knov o f  any th in6  e l s e .  - (Trombley) . 



WHITEFISH---Lm SUPERIOR - 

CAUSE OF - DECREASE. 

Por t  - Arthur.---Both g i l l  ne t s  and pounds. 

Large numbers taken f r o m  the  water ,  and 

f r igh tened  away by twine and o f f a l ;  more the  

l a t t e r  than t h e  former p o s s i b l y  (Trombley). 

Does not know unless  they a r e  caught 

out ( Serva i s ) . 
Does not know unless  i t  be t h e  des t ruc t ion  

of small f r y  by c e r t a i n  appara tus ,  notably 

pounds (Murray) . 
As many a s  2 tons  of young whi te f i sh  have 

been taken from a s i n g l e  pound a t  one l i f t  

(Trombley). 

The cause of decrease must be t h a t  they  

have been caught off (Trombley) . 
General.---Has seen tons  and t o n s  o f  

l i t t l e  whitef ish thrown out upon the  sand and 

buried.  Has considered they  were k i l l i n g  t h e  

goose t h a t  l a i d  t h e  golden egg (Kalmbach, 5 ) .  
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Wisconsin.---Thinks too much pound ne t t ing  

was one cause. Some th ink  i t  was on aucount 

of commerce, t o o  much b l a s t ing  on nor th  shore, 

e t c .  , 

The whi te f i sh  come i n  t o  spawn on t h e  

south shore and would be teken i n  t h e  g i l l  

n e t s ,  but seldom i n  t he  pounds as they were 

r a r e l y  set, i n  November. Never were s u f f i c i e n t  

taken i n  t h e  pounds chrinp t h e  spawnin(- season 

t o  h v e  depleted them. 

Thinks t h e  pounds were not e spec ia l ly  

respons ib le ,  because t h e  wh i t e f i sh  stopped a l l  

of a sudden 10 o r  12 years ago (Cooley, p . 6 ) .  

Wisconsin.---Seiniw alone t h e  south shore 

has done harm t o  wh i t e f i sh  i n  the  p a s t ,  but 

l a s t  season was about t h e  l a s t  they d i d  se in ing  

t o  amount t o  anything. They employed them 

t h e r e  i n  t h e  spr ing  and i n  t h e  f a l l  Luriw the 

spawninc season. Hauled over t he  spawning 

grounds. Two o r  t h r e e  f a l l s  ago t h e r e  were a 

good many se ines  bet ween Wisconsin Entry and 

Rayfield. They  would t ake  whi te f i sh  in to  
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market  t h a t  were t o o  small t o  be marketeble,  

and they would make them s a l t  theiti. The 

fishermen wanted t o  s e l l  them f resh .  They 

kept on haul ing the  se ines  a n t i c i p a t i n e  g e t t i n g  

l a r c e r  f i s h ,  but they always g o t  t h e  same, and 

because they could not s e l l  them f r e s h ,  they 

dumped them on t h e  shore. That discouraged 

the Inen se in ing  on t h e  s o u t h  shore. Last 

year and the  year before we got q u i t e  a few 

from t h e  se ines ,  and they seemed t o  be p r e t t y  

cood s i zed  a t  t h e  beginning, but alone toward 

t h e  end they got small aga in ,  running from 1/4 

t o  l/2 l b .  eaoh. T h i s  spr iM (1894) no se ines  

were put i n  the re .  There has been no f a l l  

se in ing  fo r  whi te f i sh  since they  got such a 

b i t e  3 years  ago. Three years  ago they 

dumped hundreds of t ons  o f  small whi te f i sh  on 

t h e  beach (Coventry) . 
West -- End.---They have had so  many pound 

n e t s  and se ines  going t h a t  they  have s i m p l y  

cleaned t h e  whi te f i sh  out.  There a re  not  as 

many pounds now a s  formerly because they  cannot 
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get enough f i s h  t o  pay them (E. S. Smith). 

West End.---Never be ab le  t o  r a i s e  the  -- 
s t o c k  again a n l e s s  t he re  i s  a s top  pu t  to 

cleaning them every year with se ines  and 

pounds (E. S. smi th) .  

West -- End.---Thinks they used t o  spawn up 

streams and bays, which a re  now u n f i t t e d  f o r  

them (Kalmbach). 

West End.---Cause of decrease due t o  s o  

many being taken dur in( .  t h e  spawning season, 

e t c .  (~1yi-m).  

-- 

Bayfield.---The small f i s h  a re  caught 

m o s t l y  along t h e  r a i n  shore. The i s l and  pound 

net f i s h i n c  a s  a rule i s  always l a rge  f i sh .  

We t r y  t o  prevent ca tch ine  small f i s h  as  much 

a s  poss ib l e  and re fuse  t o  take them f re sh .  

The smallest  s i z e s  which a r e  8a l ted  a r e  about 

8 inches long and a r e  ca l l ed  'medi-m 3'8" 

(Johnson). 

Bayfield.---The only causes he knows of 

fop t h e  deorease of whi tef i sh  a r e  t h e  s e i n e s  

and pounds. Seinine is bound t o  be des t rua-  
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t i v e  t o  t h e  small f i s h  (Chafe).  

Bayfield.---Whitefish do not spawn i n  

water so  shallow as t h a t  i n  which they se ine .  

Spawninp whi te f i sh  a r e  seldom taken i n  t h e  

pound n e t s ,  t h e  water i n  which they a r e  s e t  

being too  shallow for them a t  t ha t  time. 

The spawning whi te f i sh  t h a t  a r e  tzken a r e  

mostly captured i n  the  g i l l  ne t s  (Draglund). 

Bayfield.- - -Quant i t ies  I_ of young taken by 

s e i n e s  and s m a l l  meshed pounds (Draglund). 

- Sand Island.---Thinks cause o f  apparent 

decrease is h e ,  not t o  t h e  nurnber of' fish 

taken ,  but  t o  t h e  decrease i n  food caused by 

t h e  logging business. The g rea t  amount of 

saw dust and bark thrown i n t o  t h e  lake has 

covered t h e  food of the f i s h  so t ha t  t hey  have 

been obliged t o  change t h e i r  grounds. The 

heavier  t h e  logeine: t h e  l i c h t e r  t h e  catch o f  

f i s h .  Young f i s h  a r e  only taken i n  pound 

n e t s  and f i n e  meshed s e i n e s  ( S a w ) .  

Apostle Islands .-- -Catc  !]in& out g r e a t  

numbers, but, more e spec ia l ly  t o  t h e  loggin& 
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Bayfield.---They have l o s t  so many g i l l  

n e t s  and caught so many whi te f i sh  t h a t  they 

hardly ever  come i n  here  now (LaBelle) .  

Chequamegon Bay,---Puttine i n  of' t h e  

breakwater , which d i  sturbed the  f i s h  (LaBelle ) . 
Bayfield and vicini ty . - - -The c i l l  n e t s  

take a good many spamine  f'ish (LaRelle) . 
HouRhton.---Use of t o o  small mesh, and use 

o f  s e i n e s  t h e  mesh of  which goes as  low a s  

1 1/2 inches (Crose).  

Bete Grise.---Too many f i s h  a re  taken;  

ca tch inc  of spawning f i s h  i n  t h e  f a l l (Rer r i au1 t )  

Marquet, t e , - --Pounds beyond quest ion  have 

been des t ruc t ive  i n  c e r t a i n  places b y  catching 

s o  many s m a l l  f i shes .  

them w o u l d  be under proper s i z e s  (Grant ) .  

I n  some places 2/3 of  

Marquette.---The cause of decrease i s  

s i m p l y  from extensive f i s h i n g  b y  g i l l  n e t s ,  

pound n e t s  and everything combined. 

There a r e  any amount o f  very m a l l  white- 

f i s h  around the docks  here  a t  c e r t a i n  t imes,  

They come i n  here  i n  t h e  spr ing ,  f o l l o w i q 3  the  

__.. I .. . ....I. . 



h e r r i n g ,  but not mixed i n  with t h e  r egu la r  

schools of  herr ing.  They catch t h e  small 

whi te f i sh  and s e l l  them a t  t h e  same pr ice  of 

t h e  he r r ing ,  and as herr ing.  He sees  these 

small whi te f i sh  i n  t h e  month of May and u n t i l  

about June 15. They a r e  p l e n t i f b l  around the  

docks (Grant ) . 
Marquette.---Is p r e t t y  wel l  persuaded 

t h a t  i f  t h e  tugs had not commenced t o  f i s h  out 

o f  here  t h e  f i s h i n g  would have been good f o r  

50 years  (Goodwin). 

Marquette.---The sawdust never hu r t  t h e  

uhitef'i  sh spawninl: grounds around here  because 

t h e r e  a re  no spawnin& @rounds i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  

t h a t  he has ever found. 

The whi te f i sh  would be bene f i t t ed  he re  by 

s topping t h e  seining.  

catch every s m a l l  f i s h .  Pound n e t s  a r e  la rge  

enough mesh t o  l e t  t he  medium s i z e  f i s h  t3rough 

but seines w i l l  s top f i sh  as small as your 

l i t t l e  finger (Goodwin). 

A 5/4 inch mesh w i l l  
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Marquette.---Does not know unless  the  

fishermen have cleaned them out. Has been tor ,  

much f i sh ing .  The decrease began when the 

tugs  came here.  Threw the  o f f a l  overboard 

(Ande-cson). 

Marquette.---The smaller  fishermen l a y  a l l  

t h e  decrease t o  extensive tug f i sh ing .  The 

tug men, besides speaking against  s e ines  and 

pounds, consider  t h a t  t h e  number of tugs  which 

came here  f r o m  elsewhere a few years  ago were 

responsible  f o r  t h e  t rouble .  Goodwin, 

however, l a y s  i t  t o  tugs i n  generhl ,  and says 

i t  would have been b e t t e r  had they  a l l  cont in-  

ued t o  f i s k  with s a i l  boats and s m a l l  r i g s  

(Rathbun). 

Uarquette.---One I- of t h e  most important 

causes assigned r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  catching o f  

young whi tef i sh  i n  connection w i t h  t h e  h e r r i n g  

i n  t h e  se ines  and h e r r i q  g i l l  ne t s .  If you% 

whi tef i sh  a r e  taken i n  company with t h e  h e r r i n g  

t h e  question arises a s  t o  whether t h e  quan t i ty  

is s u f f i c i e n t  t o  be considered ser ious .  
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Parker ,  Grant and Goodwin, who do not  engage 

i n  t h e  summer h e r r i n e  f i s h e r y ,  say t h a t  t h e  

young Whitefish occur around the  wharves and 

breakwater ir i  imnense q u a n t i t i e s  dupinc t h e  

l a t e  spr ing  and sumtier. Hanson, who u s e s  

s e i n e s ,  while he acknowledges t h a t  he takes  a 

few small whi tef i sh  a t  t imes,  a l s o  a s s e r t s  that 

they a r e  never abundant. Others a l s o  inform 

me t h a t  a good many younq; whitef ish a r e  taken 

and s o l d  as her r ing  and t h a t  formerly the 

quant i ty  so taken was much e r e a t e r  when t h e  

whitef ish were more abundant . This methoC 

of f i s h i n g  i s  claimed by some t o  have been one 

of t h e  chief causes of decrease o f  t he  white- 

f i s h .  I could Get no s a t i s f a c t o r y  infonna- 

t i o n  t o  show tha t  youne whi tef i sh  a re  taken i n  

t h e  he r r ing  g i l l  ne t s .  

The se in ing  a t  Marquette i s  on a v e r y  

small s c a l e ,  not over 4 n e t s  a r e  used and they 

are short. From my examination of t h e  catch 

of t hese  se ines  I was unable t o  r ind  any 

specimens o f  whi te f i sh  mione; t h e  h e r r i m .  



Young whi te f i sh ,  i t  was a l s o  a s s e r t e d ,  

3 

a re  taken i n  t h e  pound nets .  

It is  s a i d  t h a t  whitef ish come i n  c lose  t o  

shore here  t o  spawn, hut comparatively l i t t l e  

f i sh ing  i s  done i n  t h i s  region during 

November (RathSun) . 
m i t e f i s h  Point . - - - O c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  hauling 

for !ierrinc w i t h  a se ine  he would ee t  some 

small whit ef  i sh. 

No f i s h i n g  i s  done or1 the spawnin: pounds 

i n  November on account o f  t h e  weather. 

I t  was h i s  impression a t  f i rs t  tha t  the  

f i s h  were s h i f t i n g  t o  t he  o the r  s i d e  of t h e  

lake and tha t  they  would get  them again a f t e r  

a while ( C l a r k ) .  

Whitefish Point.---Too rmch f ishinc: ,  

Nothing rill  k i l l  a f i s h i n g  ['round quicker t h a n  

a tug .  W i l l  f i s h  when t h e  fish are  spawninr, 

et c .  The se in ing  does not amount t o  enough 

t o  do any harm ( P r a t t ) .  

Whitefish Point.---The smallest  he ever 

8aw about here were i n  t h e  sa ine .  They pu l l ed  



a couple ashore about 4 o r  5 inches lon.g(Prat t )  

Whitefish Point .---Take no spawning white- 

f‘ish i n  the  pounds except an occasional  one. 

I f  you can pet anyone t o  t e l l  you what 

has been t h e  cause o f  t he  decrease they can do 

b e t t e r  than I .  The f i s h  have been caupht off 

and t h a t  i s  a l l  you can say o f  i t .  Does not 

know o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e  o f  f ’ ishing t h a t  

would be more apt t o  catch the  fish o f f  than  

another ,  

There is no use of t a l k i n g  but t ha t  years 

ago when f i s h  were p l e n t i f u l  t h e r e  were a grea t  

many small ones use l e s s ly  caught and thrown 

away. We have done t h a t  ourselves ,  but now 

I 

t h a t  they  a r e  g e t t i n g  scarce we a r e  more 

ca re fu l  (Endreas) , 

Whitefish Point.---Prom se ine  saw about 

1/2 t ub  of h e r r i n c  and smll whitef’ish,  mostly 

former. The whi te f i sh  ranged from 8 t o  13 

inches (Rathbun). 



Whitefish X . - - - F i s h i n e  so many g i l l  n e t s  

and pounds. Pounds and se ines  destroy too  

many small f i s h .  Pounds probably more des- 

t r u c t i v e  than  any o ther  method. Ninety mi les  

3 

of  g i l l  n e t t i n p  i s  t o o  rmch f o r  one cornpeny 

(Roach) . 
Whitefish B a y . - - - D i c i  n o t  r e t  mny small 

ones i n  t h e  se ine  except i n  the  August run, 

with t h e  her r ing .  T h e y  would weigh from 1/2 

t o  1 1/2 l b s .  Have hauled a l i t t l e  seine t o  

pet b a i t  when we would r e t  a l l  young whi tef i sh  

about G or 8 inches long [Roach). 

- S t .  Mary ' s  River.---The dredging has 

spoi led  t h e  fishine; i n  the  rap ids  (Roach). 

Recause i t  i s  j u s t  l i k e  everything else 

when you overdo i t .  Sometimes the re  81-e s o  

many scoops out t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  f i s h  cannot g e t  

around them (Ganley) . 
Increase in t r a f f i c ;  operat ions of  dred&- 3 

ing,  e t c .  Not due t o  overf ishing (Ainsworth). 



North Shore.---Find t h a t  in places where 

t h e y  fish t o o  mclch twine i t  drives t h e  fish 

off', and while i t  does n o t  catch them a l l  out 

it drives t h e m  away (Ganley). 



/OK 

CAUSE OF DECREASE OF wImFIsIr - LAXZ SLFFBICR. 

7 S t .  Mary's R i v e r . -  The dredzes 03 t h e  

Gover,ment work have s p o i l e d  the f i s h i n g  i n  

t h e  rap i d s .  - (Roach) . 



DESTRUCTION OF YOUNG WHITEFISH--LAKE SUPERIOR 

(See a l s o  under Bize and Mesh). 

West End.---Has seen tons and tons of -- 
l i t t l e  whi te f i sh  thrown out  upon t h e  sand and 

buried. Has considered they were k i l l i n g  t h e  

eoose t h a t  l a i d  t h e  golden egg. The fishermen 

think they a r e  o n l y  going t o  f i s h  1 o r  2 years,  

j u s t  long enough t o  make some money, and then  

they are goine t o  qui t  and they  do not care  

what may happen t o  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  a f t e r  that  

(Kalmbach). 



CAUSE OF DECREASE OF LAKE TROUT. 



LAKE TROUT--CAUSE OF DECREASE--LAKE S-DERIOR. 

West End.---Thinks the t r o u t ,  toge ther  . 

with other  spec ie s ,  used t o  ascend streams, 

e t c . ,  which a r e  now c l o s e d  aga ins t  them o r  

unsliited f 'or their .  spawnin& (Kalmbach) 

West -- End.---Ahout the t rmt  i t  i s  p re t ty  

hard t o  say.  noes not understznd them. 

They arc! a slower growin(;, End probably more 

epgs Gestroyed t h m  with other kinds (E.S.SmitY 

I s l e  Roya1e.---He th inks  on account of' so - 
many bein{: t A e n  from t h e  a a t e r  durinp t h e  

spawriinp season, t h e  syawr, no t  beinf cared 

f o r  (F lynn)  

- I s l e  Roya1e.---The reeson they decreased 

i s  t h a t  pound n e t s  were formerly s e t  t h e r e  

(Johns ) . 
Apostle p1ande.---Due t o  ca tch ine  out 

g r e a t  numbers of fish, but more e spec ia l ly  to  

t h e  logging business; t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  over the 

bottom of' t h e  l ake  of  saw dust and ba rk  (James 

Smith) . 
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Bayfield.---Catching --- - them i n  the  spawning 

season (Chafe).  

Rayfield.---The g i l l  n e t s  take b good 

many spawning f i s h  because t h e y  a r e  f i shed  i n  

the  spawnin& season. The t1Le;s have run t h e  

f i s h  o f f  more than the pound n e t s  (LaBelle) .  

Houchton. ---Would a t t r i b u t e  the  pre sent 

sczrcity t o  t i l e  use of t o o  srn211 mesh, snd o f  

s e ines  (Crose).  

Bete Grise.---Too many f i s h  a re  taken. 

Catching of' t h e  spawniny f i s h  i n  the  f & l l  

la rEely  responsible  (Berrmiaalt ) . 
Portage En tx . - - -Cm - give no cause unless  

i t  be increase  o f  pound n e t s  (Quinn). 

Marquette.---Does not know t ha t  t h e  pounds 

ca tch  smaller trout than the  g i l l  ne t s .  The 

pound8 c a t c h  a few more trout, ea r ly  i n  the 

spr ing  than a n y t h i w  e l s e .  I n  t h e  fall they 

would also get  a run of t r o u t  (Grant ) .  

Marquette.---Is p r e t t y  well pursuadcd t h a t  

i f  t h e  tugs  had not comnenced t o  f i s h  out of 

here  t h e  f i s h i n c  would have been good f o r  50 

years. The s a i l  boats use only about 1/3 as 

much twine a8 t h e  t u g s  (Goodwin). 
__ 



Marquette.--Many trout are  taken i n  t h e  

pound n e t s  here ,  If the  pound ne t s  a r e  kept 

i n  through Oc+.obcr w j  11 get some spawning 

t r o u t .  Does not know what has caused t h e  

decrease unless t h e  fishermen have cleaned 

them a l l  o u t .  Thinks there  has been t o o  much 

f i s h i n g  here. Decrease began when t he  tugs 

came Pere and would t h r o x  their of ' f r l  o v e r -  * 

board (Anderson). 

Marquette.---The smaller fisherman l a y  the 

decrease of both whi te f i sh  and t r o u t  t o  t h e  

extensive t.ig f i sh ing .  The t J g  men, besides 

what they s a y  aga ins t  se ines  and pounds, con- 

s i d e r  that. t h e  seve ra l  t ugs  which came here  

from elsewhere a few years ago were responsible  

f o r  t h e  t roub le .  Goodwin, however, l a y s  i t  

t o  t u g s  i n  general  and says i t  would have been 

bet ter  had they a l l  continued t o  fish with s a i l  

boats and small  r i g s  (Rathbnn). 

Marquette.---Are not taken extensively i n  

t h e  pounds, and r a r e l y  ever i n  the  seines .  

There can have been but one cause f o r  t h e i r  

dearease i n  gene ra l - -g i l l  nets  tRathbm) 



Whitef ish Point.---The only th ing  he knows 

is t o o  much f i s h i n g .  Nothing w i l l  k i l l  a 

f i s h i n g  ground quicker  t han  a tug. A tw 

w i l l  f i s h  i n  3 o r  4 fathoms i n  the  f a l l  when 
0 

t h e  fish a r e  spawninc (Pr-at t  ) a 

Whitef ish Ray.---From s o  milch f i sh in f r ;  so 

many g i l l  n e t s ,  and s o  m a r y  pound n e t s .  Pound 

n e t s  6es t roy  t o o  n l m y  small . f i s h  and a r e  

probably more d e s t r u c t i v e  t!-ian o the r  methods. 

Seines  des t roy  s m a l l  f i s h  ~ l s o  (Roach). 

North Shore.---They f i n d  thht .  i n  F l a c e s  

where they  f i s h  t o o  much twin? i t  dr lvLs t h e  

f i s h  o f f ;  and while it does not ca tch  them a l l  

out i t  drives them away (Ganley).  

North Shore.---They do not know whether 

i t  is t h e  n e t s  which keep t h e  f i s h  out o r  

whether t h e  f i s h  have a c t u z l l y  decreased and 

a r e  given t ime t o  increase agc in  b y  propaga-  

t i o n  (Rathbun). 
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LAKE TROUT--CAUSE OB DECREASE--LME SUPERIOR. 

Bayfio1d.---The cause of the decroaso of 

trout is catching them i n  tho spawning 

aoason (chaio 1 . 
Yarquetto.---Thoy are not takon oxtonsivo- 

1y in tho pounds and rarely ever in the seines. 

There can havo boen but one cause for their e 
docrease in goneral, namely, gill net 

fishing (Rathbun). 



CATCH OF SMALL FISH. 

c 

. .  
' 



RELATIVE DES'PRUCTTVEHESS OF POUNDS AND 

ffILL HBTS WIT74 RESPECT TO YOUNG FISH-- 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Duluth. Pounds probably waste the most 

young f i s h  . (Kalmbach) . 
Pounds more hrrrmf'ul by catching smaller 

f i s h .  We had t o  sort the pound net fish. 

Did not market whitefish under 1 pound, but 

caught many under that size. 

large quant I t  i e s  averaging about 1/2 pound. 

l o  m m a l l  rhfteff8h are taken in g i l l  nets ,  

Would get 

(Cooley) . 
ffrUatt38t nuuber o f  unclersized f i sh  taken 

in  the pounds. (E.8.8mith). 

- I8le Royale. Pounds c l e a r  out all the 

f i sh .  (JOW) . 
Bayfiela.  If there are  l i t t l e  f ish in  

the pound8 they rill catch  them; 1s 80- 

l i k e  seine fishing, 

ean regulate the mesh 80 that the small f i s h  

Gills least harmf~l; 



c a n  escape, (Chafe) , 

Apostle Islands.  G i l l  net8 do not take 

or  destroy young f i sh  as do the  pounds, and 

thus a r e  not nearly so detrimental. (Swan- 

nes) 

Sand Island, Pounds take smaller f i s h  - 
and i n  greater  numbers than g i l l s ,  but 

thinks pounds the proper method now, a6 the 

mesh has been mgulated and do not take 

sparners (Shar) 

Apostle Islands. Pounds much more d e t r i -  

msntal s ince they take many more young f i s h  

and really save a l l  that en ter ;  espeeial ly  

t rue of whitefish, (Jas.Smith) , 

BayfielU. The only r a y  the pounds used 

t o  des t roy  f i s h  w a s  by catching the l i t t l e  

ones, when they used the emall mesh. Other- 

rise g i l l  ne t s  a re  most h a m 1  by catahing 

spawners, &c, (La Bel le)  

Hou&ton. Is favorable t o  pound f ishing 



e 

if the mesh i s  large enough, but, as i t  is, 

Poss ib ly  destroys more young f i s h  than any 

other method, The gill nets take the small- 

est  number of small fish. (Crose). 

Kereenar. (3111 nets  not s o  destructive 

as pounds, as they take the fewest m e r  of 

small f i s h ,  and with a properly regulated 

mesh no h a r m  w i l l  come from their use. (fed- 

dY) * 

Montreal River. More young fish a r e  

taken with the g i l l s  than with the pounds. 

(Berriault). 

F 

Portage Entry. Pounds do more damage 

than any other netting; g i l l  netting mch 

fairer both f o r  f i sh  and fishermen i n  gener- 

a l .  (Quinn) . 
Q~ana Marais. Pounds more detrimental -- 

than gills, especially While the laws con- 

crernlng the mesh and the f i s h  taken remain 

as they a r e .  (Connable) 



Marquette. Does not know that the pounds 

catch smaller t r o u t  than g i l l s ,  but they 

catch whitef ish less than 1 pound, which a re  

sa l t ed  and useU. No question but pounds 

have been destruct ive i n  some p l a c e s  by 

catching 8 0  many smll fish, (Grant). 

Whitefish Point,  G i l l s  take less small 

f i sh  than pounds. In  the l a t t e r  get more 

s w l l  ones mixed i n  with the l a rge  ones. 

(Endress) . 
Pounds worse than g i l l s  i n  causing de- 

crease o f  whitefieh. Catch more small fish. 

(Shaver) . 
Pounds destroy too many small fish,  and 

probably more destruct ive than any other 

methoU. (Roach), 

mitefish s. Do not get near as m y  

smsll flsh in the g i l l s  as i n  the poands, 

(Johnson) . 
General. Too wrny small f i s h  are  taken 



by the  pounds. Thinks the pounds have done 

most damage i n  decreasing fish. The paund 

mesh in  Michigan I s  s t i l l  t o o  small. 4-inch 

would be best .  (Coates). 

General. Thinks If the mesh is proper 

s i ze ,  and they have proper r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  

keep fishermen from taking t o o  small f h h ,  

that pounds do the l e a s t  harm. If the mesh 

is  4 inches, and the  close season obeerved, 

pounds would do less damage than g i l l s .  

The pounds nor catch more young f i s h  than 

the gills, but w i t h  a 4-inch mesh does not 

think they would. Down eas t  they have been 

very aestruct ive t o  whitefish.  One man said 

he saw 22 bar re l s  of the young going through 

the gut p i l e  one morning. ( E l l i o t t ) .  

- Port Arthur. Pounds take more young f i s h  

than g i l l s .  (Trombley) . 
Most small fish a r e  caught in pounds. 

(Servals) .  



1) 

G i l l  nets take the greatest number of  

small  f i sh .  (Brunson). 

Pounds take the greatest number o f  small 

f i s h ,  Etnd has knom them to g i l l  as many as 

100 at a time. (Davis). 

Pounds take more eraall f ish than g i l l s ,  

(W- but the88 8re easily released alive. 

loney) . 

a 



RELATIVE SI= OF FISH TAKEN IN POUNDS 

AND GILL NBTS; CATCH OF SMALL FISH-- 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

WhitefishBay. The smallest f i sh  taken 

in  the gill nets w i l l  not be as large as the 

smallest taken i n  the pounds. Do not get 

nearly as many B I X E ~ ~ ~  f i sh  in  the g i l l  nets 

as i n  the pounds. W i t h  the exception of  

s m a l l  t r ou t ,  which rill get caught by the 

teeth,  they do not  get m y  small fish i n  

the g i l l  net8. As a ru le ,  the g i l l  nets 

ca tch  nothing but large f i sh .  The average 

s ize  of whitefish i n  the g i l l  nets would not 

run larger  than fn the pounds. The average 

would be abou t  1 1/2 pounds. Pound net f i s h  

are more even than gill net f i sh ;  nearly all 

of a s ize .  (Johnson). 

Port Arthur. "ha s izes  of f i sh  caught i n  

the gill nets  d i f f e r  but l i t t l e  fromthose 



caught i n  pounds, except that they do  not  

take as many large trout an8 a28 many young 

fish. 

trout poss ib ly  6 t o  7 pounds. (Trombley). 

Whitefish average about 2 1/2 pounds, 

Pound nets take more small fish than the 

g i l l s ,  but these can be dipped out without 

permanent injury. The pound is supposed t o  

hold every thing that enters i t .  (Trombley). 

Most emall  fish a r e  caught i n  the pounds. 

(Servais) . 
As t o  average s i ze  of whitefish taken in 

g i l l  and pound nets there would be very l i t -  

t l e  differenee. No doubt more mall fish 

taken in  g i l l  nets. The trout average about 

the ~ame.  (Brunson), 

The average s i ze  o f  f i s h  caught w i t h  g i l l  

nets is  somewhat larger than those taken 

w i t h  pounda, eeldcxn taking one smaller than 

1 1/2 pounas. (Maloney) . 
mere  are no flnh taken i n  g i l l  nets  t o o  



small for market; hence the only waste fish- 

es are suckers. These are taken in greatest 

abundanae about last of July. The g i l l  net 

does not take as mny srmll fish as the 

pounds. (Maloney) 



t 

' CATCH OF S W  FISH---- SUPERIOR, 

BENFARAL. 

Bayfield.---Could offer no theory f o r  the  

great decrease  of fish on the  s o u t h  sho re  

except t h a t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  young were taken by 

s e i n e s  and small mesh pound n e t s  (Draglund),  

Bete Grise.---Very f e w  young f i s h  were 
I 

taken, and t hese  l a t e  in t h e  f a l l .  Would 

a t t r i b u t e  the  p r e s e n t  s ca rc i ty  t o  the use of t o o  

s m a l l  mesh and t h e  use o f  seines, t he  mesh of 

which goes as low as 1 1/2 inches  (Crose). 

Portage Entry.--- Concerning the  abundance 

o f  small fish taken during any part o f  t he  year  

Mr. Quinn Is unable t o  say, but  thought that 

the middle of  J u l y  o r  first o f  August was 

possibly the  time when t h e  sma l l e s t  w h i t e f i s h  

were taken (Quina). 

Orand Marais.---No f i shes  a r e  taken t o o  

small f o r  market. Small fish a r e  sometimes 

sal ted,  bu t  no young fish a r e  taken I n  pound 

n e t s  during t he  early sprinl; run of whitefish.  

These do not appear  u n t i l  l a t e r  I n  t h e  sumner, 

and no young fish a r e  taken in gill n e t s  

(Connablo 1 . 



Whitef ish Point.---Thinks pound n e t s  des- 

t r o y  too many small f i sh ,  and that probably  

they a r e  more d e s t r u c t i v e  than o t h e r  methods, 

but  t he  s e i n e s  d e s t r o y  small f i s h  a l s o ,  There 

has been an  immense quan t i ty  o f  young w h i t e f i s h  

% 

d e s t r o y e d  i n  the  s e i n e s ,  The mesh now, i f  t hey  

make i t  according t o  the  s i z e  r equ i r ed  by l a w ,  

ought not  t o  d e s t r o y  toomany small fish. When 

that l a w  was passed, however, t h e r e  were lots 

o f  f ishermen r h o  had t h e i r  n e t s  made, many of 

them o l d  one8 and some new ones,  and they  would 

not  change anything,  bu t  kept  r i g h t  on f i s h i n g  

those  o ld  n e t s ,  and some o f  them a r e  f i s h i n g  

them today (Roach). 

- P o r t  Arthur.  ---Does no t  t h ink  t h e r e  has 

been SO lbs. o f  small fish taken t h i s  year 

( N u t t a l l ) .  

a 



POUND NETS; CATCH OF SMALL FISH---LIIKF: SUPERIOR. 

a 

Wisconsin.---This season there were a lot 

of  pounds down at Amnicon River about 10 miles 

from Superior, and they started in with pretty 

good sized whitefish and some wall-eyed pike 

and a few sturgeon, but I noticed that the 

whitefish begm to get small again and I told 

o u r  captain that he must not accept any white- 

fish that would not make 1 lb. dressed. That 

brought the fisherman up, and he said it is 

pretty tough as they were not getting anything 

but the small ones, but he expected the larger 

ones would soon come in again. He had hardly 

gotten back before another batch o f  these small 

whitefish came up. I stoppedfiagain and the 

fisherman came up again. I told him we did 

not want any whitefish that would weigh less 

than 1 lb. dressed; t o  salt them if he pleased 

and we would endeavor to sell them on commission; 

but we c o u l d  not pay for them until they were 

sold (Coventry). 

it 

Wisconsin.---The under sized fish they take 

are put  in the dump pile; some bury them and 



some j u s t  throw them away i n  some o u t  o f  t h e  way 

p l a c e .  Has s e e n  t o n s  and t o n s  o f  n i c e  l i t t l e  

w h i t e f i s h  was ted  i n  t h i s  way. H a s  s e e n  wh i t e -  

f i s h  as s m a l l  as  4 o r  5 i n c h e s  l o n g .  The o n l y  
_ _  
-) 

p l r c e  he s e e s  them is  where t h e y  h a u l  t h e  s e ines  

and pound n e t s  (E .  S. S m i t h ) .  

A p o s t l e  - --_. I s lands . - - -Says  t ha t  a l l  pound n e t s  

c a t c h  s m a l l  f i s h  we igh ing  as  l i t t l e  as 1/2 lb. 

Says  t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  t h e  l a r g e  l i f t s  

where many f i s h  a r e  t a k e n .  That t h e  l a r g e r  

f i s h  go t o  t h e  bot tom and tha t  few i f  any  o f  t h e  

f i s h e r m e n  allow t h e  small f i s h  t o  e s c a p e ,  b u t  

t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s a l t e d  as  small as  l/4 l b .  (Swannes) 

Marquette.---They c a t c h  l o t s  o f  small - 
w h i t e f i s h  i n  t h e  pound n e t s .  They g e t  w h a t  

t h e y  c a l l  b i g  r u n s .  He  has f i s h e d  a pound n e t  

up a t  B i g  Bay, and was up t h e r e  e a r l y  one season 

i r ?  t h e  s p r i n g A a s  soon a s  t h e y  g o t  t h e  n e t  i n  
and 

t h e y  g o t  a r u n  o f  medium s ized  w h i t e f i s h .  Along 

i n  August a r u n  o f  t h o s e  small w h i t e f i s h  came 

t h a t  went i n  t h e  l e a d  and g i l l e d  all t h r o u g h  t h e  

p o t  and they  were of  no u s e ,  as  we c o u l d  n o t  
P 

market  them, b u t  s t i l l  t h e y  were g i l l e d  and 

d e s t r o y e d  ( G r a n t ) .  
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Thinks t h  P und n e t s  h e r  a r e  n o t  s o  

i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  w h i t e f i s h  because  wherF: t h e  

small w h i t e f i s h  congrega te  i s  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  

h a r b o r  where they  c a r n o t  s e t  pound n e t s .  

There a r e  l o t s  o f  small w h i t e f i s h  go i n  Big Bay 

and around Grand I s l a n d  ( G r a n t ) .  

b!arquette.---At Grand I s l a n d  some y e a r s  

ago t h e y  used t o  c a t c h  some v e r y  small w h i t e f i s h  

i n  t h e  s m a l l  mesh n e t s ,  just about as s m a l l  as 

t h e y  could  be ,  and any amour,t o f  them. Around 

h e r e  we have neve r  f i s h e d  such  small mesh n e t s  

as t hey  have down t h e r e .  Down t h e r e  t h e  pound 

n e t s  have been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e c r e a s e  of 

t h e  w h i t e f i s h  by c a t c h i n g  $ 0  many s m a l l  ones.  

I t  w a s  15 o r  1 6  y e a r s  ago t h a t  t hey  were t a k i n g  

t h o s e  small ones.  He has n o t  been down t h e r e  

f o r  11 o r  13 y e a r s  and does  n o t  know hov: i t  i s  

t h e r e  now. They would d i p  them o u t  o f  t h e i r  

n e t s  and l e t  them go, and would bury them, and 

e v e r y t h i n g .  I t  was a p l a c e  where you could  

g e t  a l l  t h e  f i s h  you wanted (Goodwin). 

W h i t e f i s h  Point.---Years ago I used t o  s e e  

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  f i s h  brought  a s h o r e  t h a t  were t o o  

small f o r  d r e s s h g  o r  o t h e r  pu rposes .  They 

were t a k e n  i n  pound n e t s  (C la rk ) .  
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. We very seldom get small whitefish in the 

pounds. The small ones would get through(C1ark) 

Whitefish Point.---When they catch large 
-_. 

quantities of fish in a pound they cannot help 

securing some small fish which would escape 

through the mesh if the catch :‘:as small(Shaver). 

Whitefish %.---When they commenced this 

spring they began sending dowri some small fish, 

and out of the first lot I received I must have 

culled 700 or 800 lbs. of small fish. I told 

them we would not take the fish from them if 

they brought that class of fish (Ainsworth). 

P o r t  - Arthur.---There are comparatively few 
young fish of any species taken, but the great- 

est number seem to appear in the spring of the 

year (Brunson) . 



CATCH OF SMALL FISH---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

POUNDS. 

- Sand Island.---Whitefish a s  small a6 l/2 

l b .  a r e  taken i n  pound n e t s .  The s m a l l e s t  

t r o u t  a r e  about the same size.  The young t r o u t  

and w h i t e f i s h  are both taken and a r e  most nu- 

merous in June and the  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  J u l y ( S h a w ) .  

The young t r o u t  are more abundant i n  t he  

s p r i n g  than f a l l  and t h e  young wh i t e f i sh  a r e  

most abundant i n  July (Shawl. 

1Yarquette.---Does no t  know that t h e  pounds 

c a t c h  smaller t r o u t  than  the g i l l  nets,  bu t  

they c a t c h  w h i t e f i s h  l e s s  than 1 l b . ,  and those 

a r e  sal ted and used. There is no ques t ion  but  

that t h e  pound n e t s  have been d e s t r u c t i v e  in 

crsrtein p l a c e s  by ca t ch ing  so many ma11 fish. 

There a r e  sho res  where they would not  g e t  those 

small f i s h  and i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  2/3 of the  c a t c h  

would be under proper  size (Gran t ) .  

Port Arthur.---The young w h i t e f i s h  and - 
t r o u t  are taken, bu t  more of t he  former,  and 

dur ing  the s p r i n g  of t h e  yea r  as many as  2 t ons  

of young f i s h  have been taken from a single 

poand n e t  at one l i f t .  Theae a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
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taken from the net6 i n  shallow water on a sandy 

bot tom (Trornbley 1 . 
Port Arthur.---The young of both trout  

and whi te f i sh  are  taken i n  the pounds, but only 

rarely. The n e t s  are s e t  at the very edge o f  

- 

deep Water, and knora but f e w  young are taken. 

The young that are taken occur during the run 

of o lder  one6 (Nut ta l l ) ,  

Port Arthur.---Could a s s i g n  no reason f o r  - 
the great  decrease of fiahes unless  i t  may be 

the destruction or amall fry b y  c e r t a i n  appara- 

tu8,  notably pound net6 (Murray). 



. . .. _. 

POUNDS ; CATCH SMALL FISH--LAKE SUPBRIOR. 

East End. Thinks t o o  many snrall fish a re  -- 
taken by the pounds. This used t o  occur 

nuoh more than a t  present. Used to employ a 

mesh i n  the p o t s  of only about 1/2-inch bar. 

Nothing could get through. The mesh in  M i c k  

lgan is s t i l l  t o o  small. Thinks the pounds 

have done the most  harm i n  decreasing f i sh .  

A 4-Inch mesh would be the best f o r  the pot. 

The b i g  fishermen, l ike  Endress, would not 

l i ke  i t ,  but he thinks, f r o m  what he saw, 

that 2/3 of t he i r  catch o f  whitefish in  1893 

had not reached nrrture s ize .  (Coates). 

Baat End. The pound nets  now catch more -- 
young f i sh  than the g i l l  nets ;  but w i t h  a 4- 

inch mesh do not think they would. Very f e r  

pounds have been r ea l ly  4-inch. I have only 

about 18 pounds on Lake Superior, but where 

they have been used down east  here (probably 



r e f e r s  t o  North Channel) they have been very 

destruct ive t o  whitefish.  One man said he 

s a w  22 barre l s  of y m g  whitefish going 

through what they c a l l  the gut p i l e  i n  one 

morning. They ut36 only 1-inch b a r .  At3 a 

ru l e ,  the fishermen, when they l i f t  t h e i r  

pounds, a r e  i n  a hurry; they are  hired by the 

month and have no in t e re s t .  They just scoop 

every thing up,  bo th  large and small fish.  

( E l l i o t t )  . 
- P o r t  Arthur. Pounds a re  notably responsi- 

ble  f o r  catching small f r y ,  and, therefore,  

f o r  the destruction of fish, especial ly  

whitefish. (Murray) . 
Pound ne ts  take the greater  number of 

small f ish.  (Maloney) 



CATCH OF SMALL PISH---IAKE SUPERIOR. 

GILL NETS. 

Marquette.---Does n o t  g e t  many m a l l  white- 

f i e h  o r  t r o u t .  H i 8  catchea will average 

about like the catch he brought in today(Hanson) 



P o r t  - A r t h u r  . - I n  the h e r r i n g  c i l 1  ne ts  

took w t h i n g  but he r r ing .  Very seldorn got 

any small whitefis!i .  If t h e  h e r r i n g  n e t s  

a r e  used ex tens ive ly  does not thin!.: they mould 

t ake  very many young wll i tef ish.  Does not 

think w::itefis!l sFarrn with t!ie h e r r i n g .  I 

took n o t i c e  l a s t  f a l l  when they were f i s h i n g  

f o r  h e r r i n g  and they got  EO young whitefisl1.- 

(Trombley) . 



-- West End.- Could catch !ierriny i r l  l s r z e  

q u a n t i t i e s  a l l  throu,r;!l tllis regior! and a1aa:rs 

more or l e s s  ?r':itefis!i mixed up vit l l  them. 

Up alonl: the !;orth Shore and at, I s l e  Royal?  

they d o  not ca tch  any whi te f i sh  i n  them. "!ley 

d o  n o t  do any harm t o  whitefis!i tliere, o n l y  

ca tch  enou,";!i t o  use f o r  bait .-(Kalmbach).  

Marsuet@.- lie has never taken any w h i t e -  

fis!i l a r g e  o r  s ~ ~ 1 1 1  i n  h i s  he r r ing  n e t s .  Iias 

heard iIenry Anderson say tha t  he had taken 

2 o r  3 some years ago.-(Lorntzson) . 
h1arquette.- See s p e c i a l  ciiscussio.? under 

se ines  and under herr ing.-  (Rathbun) . 



SEIIES; DESTRUCTIOI; OF SZ'4LL FISH. 

LAIZ SIJPFS r m  . 

Riscons in. - Used t o  take small white- 

f i s h  w i t h  s e i n e s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  r i gh t  o f f  

Minnesota P o i n t ,  on the  Duluth s i d e  o f  the  

cana l .  - ( C o o l e y )  . 
See f u r t h e r  under s r i ~ l l  1.vhitefisfi.  

Wisconsin.- Kept taking too many srnall 

w h i t e f i s h ,  which we re fused  t o  bu:r. The 

f ishermen becam discouraged i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1893, and i n  t?ie s p r h g  o f  1894 not  a s e i n e  

was p u t  i n . -  (Covent ry) .  

Wisconsin. - Takes many undersized w! i i t e -  

f i s h .  Has seen  tons  anri tons wasted. Con- 

s i d e r s  i t  a very  h a r m f u l  method.-(E. s.  Smi th) .  

Bayf ie ld . -  IIas heard t h e r e  aoulc! be 

wagon loads  o f  f i sh  l e f t  on the beach t h a t  

would be o f  no account .  Has never seen  m y -  

t h i n g  of that himself, however. In  Bark 

Bay and Siskawi t ,  W i s .  the  s!lores would be 

jus t  l i n e d  w i t l i  fish they would throw away. 

!his was befo re  his t i m e .  It  makes no d i f -  

f e r ence  w h a t  t he  s i z e  of  mesh is; i t  c l o s e s  



up when they p u l l  the se ine  in .  Seining 

should be prohibi ted.-  ( Johnson) .  

Bayf ie1d.- Some r e a r s  they w o u l d  Get 

l a r g e  whi te f i sh ,  and of,her yezrs they would 

be near ly  a l l  smll .  The yea r ' s  general  

average a s  t o  s i z e  would be smll.  !l!he;r 

would run some years as s m 1 1  2s 1/4 l b . ,  but 

i t  would de?end upon the  s i z e  o f  the mesh. 

Some fish on y u r p o s e  t o  ca t ch  the smll f i s h  

and ge t  a p e a t  many o f  t!iem, but, the 2ee le r s  

d i d  not care  for them. If there  a r e  p len ty  

o f  bir ;  f i s h  and l i t t l e  ones w i t h  them, you 

cannot help br inging the 1 i t t l e s  ones as?iore 

i n  the se ines .  - (Chafe) . 
Seining is bound t o  be des t ruc t ive  t o  

sr ia l l  f i s h .  One of the c!iief causes o f  t!ie 

decrease o r  a!iitef ish. - (Chafe) . 
Wisconsin.- His se ines  took nothing under 

1 lb., t he  l a r g e s t  being 4 or 5 and the 

average s i z e  2 l . / Z  lbs. 

not t r u e  of  o t h e r  s e ines ,  s ince  a mesh w a s  

used s u f f i c i e n t l y  smll t o  take young w h i t &  

fish of  1/2  t o  3/4 l b .  i n  g r e a t  numbers. 

Capt. Draglund and Wm. LeDue, fish packer on 

Th i s ,  however, was 
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the  tug “ C u r i e ”  b o t h  t e s t i f i e d  that tons o f  

a 
;‘om3 !?r!iitef ish were scooped and allowed t o  

r o t  o n  t!ie shores.-(Draglunilf .  

Bayfield.- Catch any anount o f  small 

whi tef i sh .  The se ines  caused a good dea l  

o f  damage t o  the whi te f i sh .  ITotwithstanding 

tha t  the se ines  a r e  small/ they k i l l  a g rea t  

m n g  young w!iitefish, and %hey never d re s s  

1/2 they ge t ,  the:r a r e  so  small. T h i n k s  

they .kve been c h i e f l y  responsible  f o r  %!le 

decrease o f  whitefis!l.- (LaEelle) 

Bete Grise.-  FIas fis!ied se ines ,  but - 
does not be l ieve  i n  se ine  f i s h i n g  as nore  small 

fi& a r e  c a w h t  and destroyed i n  :his way than 

any other.-  ( E e r r i a u l t )  . 
West __.- Side Kereenaw.- 110 :;ourlg game f i sh  

a r e  taken, and but few young f i s h  o f  any kind, 

except i n  the her r ing  seines.-(Teddy) . 
lllarquette.- C a r  c a t ch  pi-et ty  small fish 

i n  the se ines . - (Pa rke r ) .  

h4arquette.- I n  the old times t h e y  gener- 

a l l y  used p r e t t y  l a r g e  mesh, and would not 

catch any o f  the small whi te f i sh  they ge t  now. - 

(Grant) 
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hlarquette.- The se ines  take anything 

t h a t  is i n  then; smll whitefis':  and herr ing .  

Has seen b a r r e l s  o f  s m l l w l i i t e f i s h  f r o m  4 

inches up caYl;ht w i t ! :  the !iei*ring. Get them 

now r i g h t  along. Yesterday morning saw 

2 boat loads o f  he r r ing  corne in ,  and feels 

su re  the re  were wh i t e f i sh  amng then. ( I  had 

examined t':?ese he r r ing  and found no w' l i tef ish - 
R a t h b d  . In  around the d o c k s  i s  v:!iere tl-e 

young a l i i  t e f  is!? a r e  loca ted ,  and w!ien the:r 

haul 8 se ine  there  is  where t!ley g e t  them 

mostly. !Iis opiriion is t h a t  se ines  have 

des troyed tbe f is!iin@ here.  - ( Goodw i n )  . 
The herrinr: a r e  r i g h t  along %lie beach, 

and sometimes the:' do  not g o  out  4 rods w i t h  

the se ines ;  and the whi te f i sh  a r e  w i t h  the 

h e r r i y :  sometimes, and occas iona1l:r they w i l l  

ca tch  1/3 o r  1/2 w!iitefish. The S t a t e  p lzn ts  

wh i t e f i sh  fry here i n  the harbor, and as soon  

as they g e t  l a r g e  enoug:!i the se ines  p u l l  them 

out. The a ! i i t e f i sh  mould be beqef i t ted  

here by stopping the se in ing .  

mesh w i l l  take everything. - (Goodw in)  . 
A 3/4 inch 
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Marq-tet~e.-  The se ine  f i s h i n g  has n o t  

done any harm here. They do n o t  k i l l  young 

w!ii+,efisii t o  arnount t o  anythinl:. I n  b a l i n g  

around tiie d o c k s ,  wh ich  they do sometimes, 

they w i l l  Set  a few '~oun(: w!iitefis!i w i t h  the 

her r ing ,  w!ien they se ine  outs ide  they do  n o t  

get  any poung wliitefish.  B u t  15 o r  20 years 

ago they got p l e n t y  o f  b o t h  smll and b ig  

whi te f i sh .  There a r e  p laces  here about the 

docks where you cm- se ine  and not, ca t ch  a 

whi te f i sh ;  and around one o f  tlie wharves 

y o u  cay ge t  m o s t  all younz a h i t e f i s h .  L he ;r 

ge t  bi;: ones as well  as  s17all ones. The;. get 

whi te f i sh  as sllall a s  tIie hcrriny;. - (Anderson). 

+I 

Marquette.- Once i!: a while t!ie:r ge t  

1 o r  E s m a l l  w!yitefish, sornetirnes get 3 o r  4 

dozen or' x0r.e mullet  ir, w i t h  tlie her r ing .  

The people genera l ly  do not know the d i f f e r -  

ence be tween j r o w  w h i  t e f  is!i and other  f i s h ,  

and the:. f requent ly  c l z i m  that g rea t  q u a n t i t i e s  

of wh i t e f i sh  a r e  being taken i n  the se ines  

when they a r e  something e l s e ,  and would be 

p r i n c i p a l l y  mullet .-  (Lorntzson)  . 
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Marquette.- Sometimes ge t  1 o r  2 

young wh i t e f i sh  i n  the  se ines ,  but not many. 

Sometimes would see  y o ~  wvhi t e f  is!i around t!-e 

breakwater, but never saw then around the 

wharves. - (Hanson) . 
hlarquette.- One o f  the  most important 

quest ions here r e l a t e s  t o  the her r ing  fisl lery 

w i t h  s e ines  and p o s s i b l y  w i t ! i  g i l l  ne ts .  

Do the herrini: ne t s  take t!ie . ‘oung o f  otlier 

s?ecies  than tiie her r ing  and i n  qu.antit:f t o  

be considered se r ious?  We have heard nothinc 

about the capture  of y0u-x lake t rou t  i:1 ?!le 

he r r ing  ne t s  and there  is  probably 1 1 0  t rouble  

on t h a t  score .  

The young wi:itefish Ere sa id  by severa l  

t o  be very abundant a t  times around tiie break- 

water anti around the b i g  wharves u? t o  t h e i r  

inner  ends. Theg a r e  reported t o  be there  

during the s m e r .  Parker ,  Grant ax1 Goodwin 

who do not engace i n  the  small herr ing  f i s h e r y ,  

say that they occur i n  those p lzces  a t  times 

i n  immense number;. Ha8nson, who uses seines ,  

claims t h a t  they a r e  never abundant, a l thouzh 

he acknowlodges t h e i r  occurrence i n  tlie places 



mentioned. IIanson s a y s  he  takes a few small 

a l i i t e f  is11 i n  !lis se ines ,  but never  man:^. 

The o the r s  claim t h a t  a good many a re  s o  

takenand sold a s  her r ing ,  and t!mt formerly 

tlie quant i ty  s o  taken was g r e a t e r ,  sometir?es 

immense, when the spec ies  w2s nore abxndant. 

This method o f  f i s h i n g  is claimed 5; 

some t o  have been one o f  the c!iief causes o f  

t he  decrease o f  the whi te f i sh .  Certa in ly ,  

i f  l a r g e  nuybers o f  snall vhitef ish 2re  catl$ht 

i n  the se ines ,  se in ing  s ' iould be prohib i ted  

where the:' o c c u r ,  o r  s o  r e s t r i c t e d  8 s  t o  

prevent t h e i r  czpture .  Eut horn coillci t:ie;r be 

r e s t r i c t e d ?  T h e  hemin,.; are wi+,l:in easy 

reach of  the se ines  during a compzratively 

s!iort season o n l y ,  p r inc  i?all:: the s 7 m i e r , ,  

w h e n  t!ie m1iitefisl.i 2re s a i d  t o  be a i t i i  them. 

They onl;. se ine  a t  such times a s  the hersring 

a r e  about the breakyater ax?. t!ie wllarves. 

When the h e r r i w  leave those ? l aces  ard zet, 

f u r t h e r  off '  shore they employ the f i n e  rnes!led 

gill nets.-(Fkthbun) 
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Examined two o r  th ree  se ines  catches o f  

!ierrin:: v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  a d  f a i l e d  t o  f ind  any 

younc vr:litefis!i anon,- them, and, i n  f a c t ,  

anythinc but herr ing.-  (Rathbun) . 
m i t e f i s h  Point . -  In  speaking o f  the  

fis!i wh ich  he used to  obta in  se in ing .  Almost 

alJ w o u l d  be 130. 1 f i s h ,  might be a few No. 2, 

very seldom any a s  s.mll as  1/2 lb. 

s i o n a l l y  i n  h a u l i q  f o r  he r r ing  we mould & e t  

some mall whi tef i sh .  (See a l s o  unc?er Whitefish,  

Abundance and S i z e ) .  

Occa- 

I have seen w!iitefish here t!mt vould not 

be 2ore t.%n 4 inches long. There was a p a r t y  

. fis!iing i n  t!ie e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t!ie season w i t h  

a 1 1/4 inch mesh and I saw h i m  make a haul 

or 2 with it .  I t o l d  h i n  i f  I saw ! i h  haul- 

ing t h a t  se ine  again I would inforrn on him. 

He was hauling i n  small whi tef i sh  a s  wel l  a s  

her r ing ,  some of them would not be 4 inches 

10%. That was uy, a t  L i t t l e  Two Hearted 
3 

River, 4 o r  5 years ago. I made inquiry 

af terwards t o  know i f  he was up there  ye t ,  

and they t o l d  me they would see a f t e r  i t .  

T h a t  was i n  the  l a t t e r  part of June. 
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He t!iinks small a! i i te f i sh  hzve been taken 

i n  the se ines  about here. The se ines  have a 

mesh lax-ge enough t o  l e t  the l i t t l e  ones go 

through i f  they ge t  in, w i t h  one o r  two ex- 

cept ions.  All the se ines  t h a t  they have 

used for f i s h i n g  purposes  have been l a r g e  

enough t o  l e t  these small fish pass tnrough. 

That is, f i s h  that a r e  t o o  small f o r  dressing. 

Years ago I saw q u a n t i t i e s  o f  f i s h  brought 

ashore that were t o o  small f o r  dressing,  o r  

o the r  purposes, but not from se ines ,  t h e y  we= 

from pound ne t s .  

In  t he  dee? hole  j u s t  inside of  W!-litefish 

Point  he never saw many small vJ:litefish taken 

i n  the se ines .  The:i were alvays a good mark- 

e t a b l e  fish as f a r  a s  he has noticed. There 

was nothinc talcen there  w i t h  t he  s e ine  dur ing  

my time that was anythinl: below t!ie averaze 

s ize 

Thinks the seines would be all r i g h t  i n  

t h e  mesh was large enough. A se ine  w i l l  not 

destroy as many small f i s h  as pound ne ts . -  

(C la rk ) .  
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Whitef ish Point . -  Never used t o  ge t  

marly small wh i t e f i sh  i n  the se ines .  I have 

hauled a l i t t l e  se ine  t o  ca tch  ba i t  f o r  t rou t ,  

when we would get  a l l  youny; v i l i t e f i sh  about 

6 o r  8 inches long. Seines and pounds de- 

s t r o y  tlle ;‘ou-g fish. There llas been an 

immense quan t i ty  o f  young wliitefis!l destroyed 

i n  the se ines .  The mes!~ now reqxired by laor  

ought not t o  des t roy  t o o  nany smll f i s h .  

L o t s  o f  p e o p l e  had t h e i r  ne t s  wit!i s m l l e r  

mesh and the:. have k e p t  o n  fis!linG tliex.- 

(Roach). 

Whitefish Point . -  About  4 years ago they 

had a s = l l  mesh i n  the se ines ,  smaller  t h a n  

the one they hzve now, and we r e ro r t ed  t h a t  to 

the  F i sh  Warden and he came up and cu t  the bw 

out of the se ine  and burned i t .  They then 

p u t  i n  a l a r g e r  s i zed  mesh and t!lef stopped 

ca tch ing  the small f i s h ,  but they used t o  

t a k e  a good many mall f i s h .  Does not think 

much of  the se ines  on account o f  their ge t t ing  

too many small fish.- (Endress) .  
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Whitefish Poin t . -  Has not seen much of 

s e in inc  about here. Knows that they c a t c h  a 

smaller  average s i z e  o f  a h i t e f i s i i  than the 

pounds. They can do  nuch hzrm.- (Shaver) . 
Whitef ish Poin t . -  The se in ing  does 

not amount t o  enough t o  do a n y  harm a s  t o  

decreasing f i s h .  You have t o  w a i t  f o r  the 

f i s h  t o  come, the  sanie as  with pounds. The 

smal les t  wiiitefis!i he has seen about !icre wem 

taken i n  the se ines ,  had a couple 4 o r  5 inches 

l o n g . - ( P r a t t )  

Whitef ish Point.-  In the  sp r ing  ;~ou 

would probably ge t  1/2 Xo. 1 f i s h ,  t h a t  i s  

over 1 1/2 lbs, dressed,  and l a t e r  they -*:ere 

s x a l l e r .  Has never seen any very small 

vhitefis!.i around here.  Some seasons tlie 

run seems t o  be smaller  than others.-(Kimball)  . 
Whitefish Point . -  The following observa- 

t i ons  r e l a t e  t o  the s e i n e  fis!ied j u s t  ins ide  

o f  Whitefish Po in t .  They had 8 tub about 

1/2 f u l l  of  he r r ing  and small whi te f i sh  s t i l l  

standing o n  the beach when I reached there .  

They were mostly her r ing  a h i c h  ranged l a r g e  

for Lake Suyerior ,  s o  f a r  as my observqtions 

~30, ranging m i f l y  f r o m  11 t o  13 1 /2  inc!ies. 
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The l a r g e s t  whi te f i sh  were 12 t o  13 inc!ies 

long, t!ie s m l l e s t  8 and 9 inches long. I 

have saved the two smal les t  i n  a lco! io l ,  also 

one o f  medium size.-(Rathbun) .  

Whitefish -- -- %.- Cannot s a y  t h a t  se ines  

have done any p a r t i c  i lar  damage on t:Iis shore. 

They catch all kinds oi’ fisli. Catch white- 

f ish that ~ o u l c ?  n e i r , h  1/4 15. o r  l e s s .  :Ie 

does not know w!iether t!ie size o f  the mesh of 

t he  se ines  has been r e t p l a t e d .  They have 

l a r g e  se ines  here w i t h  about 1 1/2 t o  2 inch 

rnes!i. If the;. would r e p t l a t e  the s i z e  $0 

3 1/2 inclies, tlie sane  a s  the pouncl n e t s ,  !le 

thinks. i t  would save a grea t  many s x a l l  f ish.  

iiere t!iey have a 4 inch mesh i n  ?!le wings. 

He th inks  the se ines  d o  a grea t  d e a l  o f  danage 

catching s o  many small f i sh .  

I think that se ines  siiould be regulated 

t o  3 l,k? inch mes!i i f  not s x a l l e r ,  because 

they deswoy more f i s h  thaneit!ier the g i l l  

n e t s  o r  pounds. Seines are not  used a g rea t  

dea l  >OW because there  is no use f o r  them a s  

they have caught off a l l  the fish. Where 

there  was good se in ing  a few years ago there  

f 8  none nowe- (Johnson) 



CATCH OF YOUIJG THITEFISIi I!T HERRIIJG SEINES.-- 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Marquette.- Examined the  c a t c h  o f  herr ing 

from a se ine  brought i n  by Nels. Hanson, the  

quantit:: amounting t o  about 2/3 o r  3/4 o f  a 

b b l .  There were no o ther  sFecies  than he r r ing  

with the  lot. M r .  Hanson supposed I had l e f t  

Marquette before t h i s  time, and therefore  had 

no reason t o  t h r o w  any young whi te f i sh  o r  

o ther  s r e c i e s  away. The catch he brought i n  

was probably j u s t  as i t  was made and was a 

ver;? small one - (Ra thbun) 



ASSOCIATION OF HERRING AND WHITEFISH-- 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

The seines,  which were used during July 

mostly,  took whitefish and herring. There 

are not xnany herring on the shore when the 

rhitefieh are thick. (Chafe, Bayfield) . 
Yarquette. This is discussed under 

seines and smll whitefish. I saw no white- 

fish mixed In with the herring, although I 

examined aeveral catches . (Rathbun) . 
Whitefish Point .  Found a few sm8U white- - 

fish mixed in with the herring seined at t h e  

Point. (Rathbun) 



Whitefish Point.-  We never used t o  get  

any m a l l  w!iitefis!i i n  t!ie , s i l l  ne t s  a d  not 

many small ones i n  t!ie s e i n e s .  Would not 

ge t  any s* .a l l  except ir! tl!is ruq i n  A u p s t  

with the her r ing ,  and t!iey would weich from 

1/2 lb. t o  1 1/2 lbs. apiece.  

There mere l o t s  o f  young w!iitefish here .  

I have hauled a l i t t l e  s e ine  t o  ca t ch  b a i t  

for.  t r o u t ,  when we would ,net a l l  ;rom.ng n!iite- 

f i s h  about 6 o r  8 inches long.  I3ever saw aw 

smaller  than t!iose. !he se ine  would not 

s top anything smaller  than about 6 o r  3 inches .- 
(Roach) . 



CAPTURE OF ShlALL FISH --- LAKE SUPERIOR.  

P o r t  Arthur.- Does not think t h e r e  has 

been 50 lbs. of small fish taken this year.- 

(Nuttall). 



CATCH OF SPAWNING FISH. 

\ 



CATCH OF SPAWNING FISH---- SUPERIOR. 

QENERAL . 

Minne8ota.---They take spawning trout in 

the g i l l  nets and would take scarcely any 

spawning whitefish. They take the spawning 

trout in the gill nets and in the pound nets 

at Orand Portage. That is one of the best 

places for collecting trout eggs for this 

station (Wires). 

Isle Roya1e.---The cause of the decrease - 
of fish he thipka is on account of so many 

being taken during the spawning season, the 

spawn not being cared for. You take it around 

Isle Royale the fishermen do not have much 

respect for spawn and they do not try to save 

the eggs (Plynn). 

- Bet8 Grise.---Spawning individuals of both 

whitefish and trout were taken; many more trout, 

however, than whitefish. Spawning trout were 

taken in October, but does not remember when 

the spawning whitefish were taken (Crose) .  

West side Kereenaw.---No spawning fish o r  -- 
e4ther species have been taken by Mr. Teddy on 

this coast, but he has taken them in Traverse 

Bay (Teddy) . 
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Bete Grise.---Spawning whitefish are caught 

in November and spawning trout in October, but 

he has never taken any as his nets are not left 

in so long (Berriault). 

Portage Entry.---Both whitefish and trout 

are taken during the spawning season, but not 

in large quantities, this not being a regular 

or Important spawning ground (Quinn). 

Orand Yarais.---No spawning fish are taken 

with pound nets because the fish are not there. 

Both spawning whiterish and trout are taken in 

gill nets later in the 8eason (Connable). 

Marquette.---They get a trout run in the 

fall. Do not get many whitefish in the pounds 

in the fall (Grant). 

Whitefish =.---Off the mouth of Taquame- 

non River you can catch trout in 4 feet of 

water and they spawn out to 18 or 20 feet on 

the gravel  bottom (Roach). 

Port Arthur.---The most of the trout are - 
taken from September 15 to November 1. 

Herring are fished only from about November 10 

to 20 (Nuttall). 
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- Port Arthur.---Very few spawning fis of 

any kind are taken; none of whitefish and very 

few of trout. A few are taken in October, but 

pound nets are usually taken out of the water 

before the closeAseason. Besides there is a 
of the 

close season in November which is pretty well 

observed (Brunson) . 
Port Arthur.---Both trout and whitefish - 

are taken while spawning. The trout spawn 

from October 1 t o  15, and are through spawning 

before the close season begins. Possibly 10 

or 12 per cent of thz trout taken from October 

1 t o  15 are spawning. The whitefish span 

from October 15 t o  about November 10, and 

possibly 10 per cent of the whitefish taken 

from October 15 to November 1 contain ripe 

spawn (Nut tall). 

Port - Arthur.---Both whitefish and trout 
are taken spawning, but more of the latter 

since they are the first to spawn. During the 

heaviest of the run of trout possibly 15 or 20 

fish out of every 100 contain ripe spawn 



CAPTURE OF SPAWNING WIITEFISH I N  NETS-- 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Nets Generally . - 
- P o r t  Arthur. The pr incipal  catch o f  

whitefish is  when the f i s h  come i n  t o  spawn. 

(Marks) 

- P o r t  Arthur, Spawning individuals o f  the 

whitefish a r e  taken in  the  ne ts .  Does not 

know the exact time. (Davis) . 
Whitefish Point. Referring t o  the shal- 

l o r  banks off the shore near h i s  place where 

whitefish are  l i k e l y  t o  spawn, he s t a t e s  

that l a t e  i n  the f a l l  you cannot get t o  them 

and they a r e  perfect ly  safe.  The chances 

a r e ,  if you se t  a net  o f f  there ,  you rill 

never l i f t  i t  on amount o f  the storms and 

currents  carrying it away. It is a lmos t  im- 

possible t o  s e t  ne t s  i n  deeper water than 

they a r e  i n  at  present. ( C l a r k ) .  
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Whitefish Point.  When the  whi te f i sh  come 

i n  c lose  i n  shore i n  November t o  spawn they 

could be taken, but t h e  f i s h i n g  season has 

ended, no steamers a re  w i n g ,  and there  i s  

no chance t o  market them. The weather i s  

very cool  and t h e  n e t s  would be l i a b l e  t o  be 

blown out a t  any t i m e .  G i l l  n e t  f ishing on 

a small s c a l e  has been c a r r i e d  on f o r  the 

l a rge  spawning whitefish.  They a r e  s e t  r i g h t  

on t h e  shore every year. Have t o  be care- 

f i l l y  watched and taken up i f  the weather be- 

comes bad. (Shaver).  

Bayfield.  Spawning whitef ish a r e  seldom 

taken i n  pound n e t s ,  these being s e t  i n  f r o m  

12 t o  40 f e e t  o f  r a t e r ,  t o o  s h a l l o w  f o r  t h e  

spawning whitef ish.  When taken i n  pound 

n e t s  o r  i n  shallow water they a re  only there  

f o r  t h e  purpose of  feeding. (Draglund). 

Whitefish Point .  Take only a n  occasional  

spawning whitefish i n  t h e  pound n e t s ,  as t h e  

- 
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u, 

spawners do not  occur before November 1. 

(Endress) 

Whitefish Bay. We once had some pound - 
n e t s  i n  t h e  s m t h e r n  p a r t  o f  Whitefish Bay 

l a t e  i n  November and December, but did n o t  

get any spawning Whitefish wor th  speaking 

of . (Endress) 

Whitefish x. Spawning wh i t e f i sh  a re  

not taken i n  h i s  nets  where s e t  at  present .  

When he f i s h e d  n e t s  i n  Taquamenon B a y  spawn- 

ing wh i t e f i sh  were taken and Fix t akes  them 

there  now. (Johnson) . 
Bayfield.  Spawning whitef ish a r e  almost 

invar iab ly  taken i n  g i l l  n e t s  (not in 

pounds) and seldom i n  l e s s  than 12 fathoms 

of  water. (Draglund) 

SPAWNING WHITEFISH IN GILL NETS. 

m q u e t t e .  Aacording t o  his notes  under 

Spawning Places, aomparat ive ly  few spanning 
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whitef ish would be taken i n  the g i l l  n e t s  

f i shed  out o f  Marquette. (Grant) .  . 

SEINES. 

Bayfield.  The whi te f i sh  d o  not come near 

enough t o  the shore,  nor i n  water so shallow 

a6 that i n  which they se ine .  (Draglund). 

Whitefish Point.  During the  time o f  h i s  

f i s h i n g  w i t h  se ines  he would take a few 

spawning whi te f i sh  i n  them. B u t  he a l s o  

s t a t e d  that whi te f i sh  did not come i n  gener- 

a l l y  i n  abundance on th i s  shore during the 

spawning season on account o f  storm weather. 

(C la rk  ) 

SCOOP NETS. 

- Soo. The f a l l  dipping by  the Xndians is 

done during the  spawning season i n  November 

an8 he think6 that t he  f i sh  spawn i n  the  r i v -  

er .  Thinks, however, that more f i s h  are 



taken i n  the spr ing by the d i p  n e t s  than i n  

the  f a l l .  Never get  any eggs the re  f o r  t h e  

Alpena hatchery.  The f i she ry  is n o t  ca r r i ed  
0 

on on a l a rge  enough sca l e .  (Wires) 



. .. .. . . . 
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CATCH OF SPAWNING W1ITTEPISI-I BY ITETS. 

LAKE SCTIBIOR. 

a 

Marquette.- There is s a i d  t o  be cornpara- 

t i v e l y  1 i t  t l e  f i sh inc  about here dllr ing 1Jovem 

ber and t hey  doubt  i f  they c a t c h  many spawning 

wh i t e f i sh  i n  consequence.- (Rathbun) . 
P o r t  Arthur.- The g r e a t  proport ion o f  

spawning f i s h  a r e  taken i n  the  gill ne t s ,  

because a t  the  time o f  sperrning pound n e t s  are 

taken out .  - (Brunson) . 



POUND NETS; CATCH OP SPAWNING FISH--LAKE SUPFIiICR 
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Minnesota.--- Do not get any whitefish eggs 

from the pound nets at Grand Portage. He 

never catches any spanning whitefish there(Wire8) 

Wisconsin.---Spawning whitefish have not 

been taken very much by the pounds on the south 

shore on account of atormy weather. Never 

but once or trice to his knowledge have pound 

net8 been set in the fall and they never made 

a succe8s of it. There never were fish 

enough taken with pounds in the spawning season 

to have depleted the whitefish. 

- Isle Roya1a.---Has heard of their going 

down there and catching them in the pourid nets, 

any amount of them when they come in there on 

the feeding grounds, and probably to spawn at 

the same time (Flynn). 

Wisconsin.---During the spawning time 

whitefish come within a mile of the shore at 

Amnicon River and are taken in the pounds. 

The rater is shoal  at that place and the pounds 

reach out from 3/4 m i l e  to  1 m i l e  f rom shore 

( E .  Smith). 
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Apostle Islands.---Do not take any spawning 

whitefish in pound nets here because they do not 

fish them here in the spawning season. They 

have tried to fish pound nets here in the fall, 

but were not successful (Johnson). 

Grand Marai8.---No spawning fish are taken 

with pound nets because the fish are not there 

(Connable 1 .  

Port Arthur.---In the bay whitefish rill 

spawn out in 15 fathoms, out beyond the pound 

nets (Trombley). 



CATCH OF SPAWNING FISH---LABE SUPERIOR. 

POUND NETS. 

- Sand Island.---No spawning trout and white- 

fish are taken in the pounds (Shar) .  

Marquette.---In the f a l l  if you keep the 

pound nets out through October you will get 

some spawning trout, but get no spawning white- 

fish unless you keep them out late into 

December (Anderson). 

3 



UlsE O F  GIU 1oETS ON SPAUHIHG GR0UM)S IN 

SPAWNING W O N - - U  SUPERIOR. 

Obtained very little informtion relating 

direc t ly  t o  this subjeat. See f’urther under 

gill net seasons. 

Bayfield. During November the g i l l s  are 

fished in this region, bat the pounds are 

not. (Chafe). 

Apostle IelanBs. Frequently take6 trout 

containing spawn in g i l l s  after pound season 

is over. V e r y  few spawning whitefish are 

taken, (Jas.5mith). 

Whitefish Point. Gill netting on a sxmll 

8cal8 has been aarried on for spawning fiah. 

They are eet  right on the shore over night. 

Hare t o  be aaref’ully watched and taken up if 

the reather beoomee bad. (Shaver). 

’ Whiteflab Bay_. With g i l l  nets take white- 

fish at  the southern entranue t o  Taquarnenon 



Bay during the  spawning season. They occur 

there  abundantly from the  middle of October 

t o  the middle o f  November. About t he  1st No- 

vember they are a t  t h e i r  best f o r  spawning 

and eggs were obtained t h e r e  f o r  the hatchery 

last fall .  (Johnson). 

Port  Arthur. Both spawning whi te f i sh  and - 
t r o u t  a r e  taken in g i l l  ne t s .  (Trombley). 

Catch spawning trout In t he  f a l l .  (Brun- 

son) . V 

Wisconsfn. I n  Bovenber r e  would come up 

off Wisconsin Point t o  get  the  wh i t e f i sh  

when they were spawning. (Cooley). . 
The whi te f i sh  oome i n  t o  spawn a l o n g  the 

south shore and would be taken by the  g i l l  

n e t s  i n  the spawning season. The gill n e t s  

were set  on the spawning grounds i n  the 

~ p a m i n g  season. (Cooley) . 
West W .  They do not  f o l l o w  the  fish -- 

much on the  spawning grounds. (Coventry). 



CATCH OF SPAWNING FISH---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

BILL NETS. 

Minnesota.---In October (some 20 years ago) 

we used to go down on the north shore as soon 

as the trout commenced to spawn, anywhere off 

Lester River, and off opposite London. We 

used to get b i g  fishing for trout (Cooley). 

Wisconsin.---In the fall they have a 

distinct season for whitefish. When the white- 

fish are spawning they get very few trout. 

When they are working up the shore they will 

get all trout and then all whitefish, and later 

on about the latter part of November, they will 

get all herring (Coventry). 

Bayfield.---The only time we get whitefish 

in the gill nets is in the rail (Johnson). 

Bayfield.---October and November are the 

spawning months for the trout. They do not 

get many spawning whitefish here in the gill 

nets. He has been working here in the house 

(A. Booth Company) for 4 years and does not see 

any spawning whitefish taken. They get a good 

many spawning trout, however (Chafe). 
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Apostle Islands.---Frequently t akes  t r o u t  

that con ta in  spawn. This  Is done w i t h  g i l l  

n e t s  which he employs a f t e r  t he  pound n e t  

season is over and the f i s h  have gone t o  deep 

rater. Very  few spawning wh i t e f i sh ,  however, 

a r e  taken (James Smith). 

Marquette.---Gets - trout with r i p e  spawn 

i n  the  f a l l  about t h e  middle of October, and 

t h inks  -they start  spawning i n  September, 

Oets them on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Presque I s l e .  

They a r e  t h e  most abundant t he  l a s t  o f  October. 

They f i s h  h e r r i n g  dur ing  the  spawning 

season and a l s o  f i s h  f o r  w h i t e f i s h  and t r o u t  

during t h e  spawning season (Hanson). 

Whitefish Point.--- They do not g e t  any 

spawning f i s h  f r o m  the  gill n e t s  i n  the  fa l l .  

They g e t  very few t r o u t  then, however (Endress ) .  



SEIIES ; CATCH OF S?A"'!IIliG FISH . LAIX S!iPERIOR. 

Wisconsin. - He d o n ' t  rene:.iber e v e r  hav- 

ixs  taken any €'ish,iri $he s e i n e s ,  t h a t  were 

sFawning. - (Draglunci) . 
- Sand I s l a n d . -  The s e i n e s  a r e  never  

hauled over  the spawning grour-::s o f  an:' gane 

f ish,  nor. a r e  they hauled over t!ie spawning 

zrounds o f  t rou t  o r  w h i t e f i s h .  

-- West S ide  Keweenaw.- Se ines  a r e  not 

hauled over- t he  spawcing grounds o f  any f ish 

as the  f i s h  do not  s p w i i  o n  this c o a s t .  



CATCH OF POUND NETS. 



POUND NETS; CATCH---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

General.---Do not take many waste fishes --- 

in pounds on Lake Superior as compared with 

Lake Erie (Wires). 

Isle Roya1e.---There were formerly 1 or 2 - -- 
pounds set up in the bays there, but they caught 

mostly large whitefish; also took wall-eyed 

pike (Cooley) . 
Minnesota.---They catch about all lake 

trout along the Minnesota shore. In the 

pound nets at Grand Portage get an occasional 

whitefish. Presumes they catch some herring 

there in the fall. Along until the f H t ~  trout . 

run comes on they probably catch from 1/4 t o  

1/3 whitefish, but catch nothing else except a 

regular 

very few herring. Of course they get a few 

suckers, etc., and an occasional sturgeon, but 

not many (Wires). 

They catch whitefish and trout in the pound 

nets at Grand Portage, and presumes now and then 

they would catch an odd pike (Flynn). 
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Wisconsin.---The fish they take principally 

with pound nets on the south shore is whitefish. 

Their season for whitefish opens about the 10th 

of May, from the 1st to the 10th. The first 

fish they would take would probably be trout for 

a week or so (Kalmbach). 

In the pound nets close in along the south 

shore near Superior they get pike perch. Do 

n o t  get so many of this species after they get 

15 or 20 miles below here. Down there they 

do not usually get anything but whitefish and a 

few trout mixed with them. They get herring, 

however. The herring they can catch in May 

and June sometimes. Then in the fall they get 

herring along the shore (Kalmbach). 

Besides whitefish, trout, siscowet and 

herring, never took any other fish to any extent 

except in the fall. They used to get a few 

wall-eyed pike, a few sturgeon, etc. (Cooley). 

All kinds or fish are much less abundant 

than they were 4 years ago; not 1/2 as many 

taken this year a6 last. Not many lake trout 

on this shore, mostly whiterish. Take very 

few trout in Ilhe*,pounds. 

much wall-eyed pike as whitefish; the catch r o u l  

consist 2/3 of whitefish. 

Do not take l / 3  a s  

He has not obtained 

i 
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1 lb. of  f i s h  from any o f  these pounds f o r  

a b o u t  one week (E.  Smi th) .  

B a y f i e l d  region.---They c a t c h  i n  t h e  pound 

n e t s  b o t h  w h i t e f i s h  and t r o u t .  The t r o u t  r u n  

comes f irst  and t h e  w h i t e f i s h  f o l l o w s .  The 

t r o u t  last a b o u t  a week and t h e  wh i t e f i sh  come 

i n  and c o n t i n u e  i n t o  the  summer, b u t  g e t  a f e w  

t r o u t  w i t h  the w h i t e f i s h .  A c e r t a i n  f i s h e r -  

man a t  Sand R i v e r  has n o t  g o t t e n  any  w h i t e f i s h  

y e t  t h i s  s e a s o n .  H a s  c a u g h t  more t r o u t  t h i s  

s e a s o n  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  ( Johnson) .  

I n  t h e  c a t c h  b rough t  i n  l a s t  n i g h t  had more 

t r o u t  than w h i t e f i s h .  Taking t h e  c a t c h  o f  the  

P r e s q u e  I s l e  pound n e t s  t h i s  y e a r ,  i t  has been 

mainly t r o u t ,  b u t  t h e y  have b rough t  i n  2 o r  3 

v e r y  n i c e  b a t c h e s  o r  w h i t e f i s h .  L a s t  neck  t h e y  

caugh t  2 o r  3 t o n s  o f  v e r y  n i c e  w h i t e f i s h .  The 

w h i t e f i s h  that came i n  today  were from t h e  main 

s h o r e  and R ice  I s l a n d ;  t h e y  were l a rge  and 

f i n e  (Johnson) 

Sand Is land.---The marke t  f i s h e s  t a k e n  i n  - 
the  pound n e t s  are  w h i t e f i s h  and t r o u t .  A few 

s u c k e r s ,  wal l -eyed  p i k e  and s t u r g e o n  a r e  a l s o  

t aken .  The first. f i s h  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  

is t h e  t r o u t ;  f r e q u e n t l y  also t h e  l as t  in t h e  

f a l l .  T rou t  and p i k e  a r e  t aken  more o r  l e s s  



t h e  e n t i r e  s e a s o n  and a r e  t a k e n  more o r  l e s s  

a 

t o g e t h e r  in one n e t .  When t h e r e  i s  a good r u n  

of w h i t e f i s h ,  however, no t r o u t  a r e  t a k e n .  

Again when t h e r e  is a n  e x t r a  heavy r u n  o f  t r o u t  

f e w  o r  no w h i t e f i s h  a r e  t a k e n  (Shawl. 

A p o s t l e  I s lands . - - -Only  2 s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  

are c a u g h t  for marke t  i n  t h e  pounds a t  Rice 

I s l a n d ,  t r o u t  and w h i t e f i s h  (James Smi th ) .  

Bayf i e ld . - - - In  h i s  pound n e t s  g e t s  a h i t e -  

f i s h  i n  t h e  f irst  p l a c e  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  t a k e  

w h i t e f i s h  w i t h  once i n  a w h i l e  some t r o u t .  Does 

n o t  g e t  many t r o u t ,  depending  m o s t l y  upon w h i t e -  

f i s h .  . 
L a s t  y e a r  he p a i d  $160 p e r s o n a l  tax and d i d  

n o t  c a t c h  any  f i s h  a t  a l l  ( L a B e l l e ) .  

Chequamegon =.---In t h e  pound n e t s  on the 

s o u t h  s h o r e  o f  t h e  bay t h e y  t k k e  m o s t l y  wh i t e -  

f i s h ,  w i t h  some wal l -eyed  p i k e  and some sturgeon 

I n  t h e  f a l l  t h e y  c a t c h  q u i t e  a few c i s c o ( M a t h s o 4  

I n  the pounds on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o r  t h e  bay 

t h e y  ca tch  w h i t e f i s h  a s  soon as t h e  i c e  s e r v e s .  
b 

This y e a r  i t  began t h e  l a s t  of A p r i l  and con- 

t i n u e d  u n t i l  a b o u t  July 1, when t h e y  began t o  

grow l e s s .  This s p r i n g  M r .  Ashland t o o k  one 
. 

lift o f  1,450 l b s .  of w h i t e f i s h .  F o r  wall-eyed 

p i k e  and c i s c o  s e e  unde r  s e p a r a t e  h e a d i n g ( R a t h b d  
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Bete  Grise.---  The marke t  f i s h e s  t a k e n  i n  - 
t h e  pounds were w h i t e f i s h  and t r o u t .  Never 

took  p i k e  o r  s t u r g e o n  . We neve r  fish f o r  

h e r r i n g .  N o  w a s t e  f i s h e s  were t a k e n  in these 

n e t s  s i n c e  a l l  cou ld  be u t i l i z e d  as s a l t  f i s h  

( C r o s e ) .  

T rou t  and w h i t e f i s h  are t h e  marke t  f i s h e s  

t aken .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  l a - e r s  and s u c k e r s  a r e  

caugh t  and sometimes a s t u r g e o n ,  p e r h a p s  2 o r  3 

o f  t h e  l a t t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  season .  The most  

younghf i sh  a re  t a k e n  i n  Augus t ;  t h e  f i r s t  ones  

a r e  l a r g e  ( B e r r i a u l t ) .  

w h i t e  

P o r t a g e  Entry.---About t h e  o n l y  m a r k e t  

f i shes  t a k e n  i n  t h e  pounds a t  p r e s e n t  a r e  lake 

t r o u t  and wh i t e f i sh ,  and a l s o  h e r r i n g  d u r i n g  a 

s h o r t  s eason .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a few brook t r o u t  

a r e  caugh t  (Quinn) .  

Marquette.---They used t o  c a t c h  some o r  the  

b i g  humpbacks i n  the  pound n e t s  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  

Has seen them caugh t  i n  pounds t h i s  s e a s o n  t h a t  

would neigh 12  o r  15 l b s . ,  b u t  v e r y  s c a r c e  t o  

what t h e y  were ( G r a n t ) .  

The p r i n c i p a l  catch of pound n e t s  i n  t h i s  

r e g i o n  has been w h i t e f i s h ,  and a l s o  t r o u t  

(Goodwin). 
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Marquette.---Qet no herring in the pounds 

as the mesh is too large (Anderson). 

Whitefish Point.---In the pound nets here 

used to g e t  principally whitefish. Glot a very 

few trout; would not be one per cent of trout 

(Clark) . 
In the early part of the ~ I S X  season we 

would get quite a nice size fish, and along 

toward the middle of the summer they would be 

s m a l l  and thin, and the latter part of August  

and September we would get large fish again. 

The first run would average f r o m  5 to 8 lbs. 

Our small run during the middle of the season 

would be from 4 to 6 lbs. Those that we got 

in the summer were apparently fully developed. 

In the spring they would be about the same as 

in the f a l l  (Clark) .  

Whitefish Point.---In the pounds their 

principal fish is the whitefish. In the catch 

brought in today from the pounds there was not 

over 5 per cent of trout. They used t o  get 

less trout from the pounds in the beginning than 

they do now; would not  take over 2 or 3 trout 

in perhaps 4 or 5 tons of fish. Their only  

other market fish taken in the pounds are the 



sturgeon and a few wall-eyed pike which they get 

in September. That is a l l  the marketable fish 

they get. The waste fishes are the 2 common 

suckers and the herring (Endress). 

Whitefish =.---In the pound nets on the 

inside of Whitefish Point they catch principally 

whitefish; probably 5 per cent would be trout. 

On the outside of the point it is about the 

same (Pratt). 

There were no herring there in the fall. 

Our catch was whitefish and trout; mostly white- 

fish. In the spring we used t o  catch a good 

many pickerel with the whitefish, principally 

at Taquamenon (Roach). 

In the pound nets tPlun do not get many 

lake trout; simply whitefish. In a ton of 

whitefish would have perhaps 25 lbs. of lake 

trout. There is a run of large whitefish 

comes on the shallows in the f a l l  where his 

pounds are. He has tried putting in the nets 

In the fall for 2 years, but they blow right out 

again. In  the spring he gets whitefish and 

trout in the proportion o f  9/10 whitefish to 

1/10 trout. Then from the 1st of July you can 

say they are all whitefish until the end of h i s  

fishing. Get an odd sturgeon (Johnson). 
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Fix's pounds i n  Taquamenon Bay a r e  i n  such  

shallow w a t e r  that they t a k e  a d i f f e r e n t  c a t c h  

from J o h s o n ' s  pounds. They t a k e  a good many 

s t u r g e o n .  Catches  ve ry  few wall-eyed p ike .  

Caught one b l ack  bass this s p r i n g ,  t h e  o n l y  

one he has eve r  s een  from t h a t  r e g i o n .  There 

were some wall -eyed p ike  i n  h i s  c a t c h  landed  a t  

t h e  So0 today,  but n o t  many (Rathbun). 

W h i t e f i s h  =.---The f i s h e s  t aken  i?: t h e  

pound n e t s  a r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  w h i t e f d s k a n d  l a k e  

t r o u t  a r e  also taken.  The n e t s  n e a r  t h e  mouth 

o f  Taquamenon Rive r  c a t c h  s t u r g e o n  and wal l -eyed 

p i k e .  Yellow p i k e  a r e  n o t  ve ry  p l e n t i f u l  and 

t h e  s t u r g e o n  a r e  n o t  common. The main t h i n g  

is t h e  r h i t e f i e h ;  n o t  ve ry  many t r o u t ( A i n s w o r t h )  

The n e t s  a l o n g  Salt P o i n t ,  W h i t e f i s h  Bay 

on the American s i d e ,  t hey  f i g u r e  w i l l  riot c a t c h  

any -fish u n t i l  t h e  middle  o f  June o r  f i rs t  

of J u l y .  They c a t c h  w h i t e f i s h  i n  the l a t t e r  

l o c a l i t y  until t h e  nets a r e  f o r c e d  o u t  by t h e  

storms, b u t  J u l y  is  t h e  b e s t  month; August i s  a 

good month, however. They g e t  some lake t r o u t  
3 

with t h e  f i rs t  r u n  o f  W h i t e f i s h  i n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  

and then do n o t  c a t c h  any  t r o u t  t o  amount t o  

a n y t h i n g  through J u l y  and August, but in 



September they  c a t c h  t r o u t  a g a i n ,  and when t h e  

n e t s  a r e  f i s h e d  i n t o  October  they  c a t c h  l a r g e  

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t r o u t  i n  t h e  pound n e t s ( A i n s w o r t h )  

Th i s  morning t h e i r  boa t  i n  t h e  lower  par t  

o f  m i t e f i s h  Bay brought  i n  3,500 l b s .  of  whi te -  

f i s h ,  170 l b s .  of  t r o u t  and 71 l b s .  of s t u r g e o n .  

That was y e s t e r d a y ' s  c a t c h  (Ainswor th) .  

Waiska =.---According t o  t h e  workmen on 

t h e  sho re  they  t a k e  i n  t h e  pounds h e r e  

many s u c k e r s  and p e r c h ,  some small m u l l e t ,  p i k e  

and p i c k e r e l ,  and a few s tu rgeon .  These 

pounds a r e  o n l y  f i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  first p a r t  

o f  t h e  season  (Rathbun) .  

Waiska =.---This r e f e r s  t o  a pound n e t  

which he s t a t e s  w a s  s e .  i n  Waiska R i v e r  abou t  

1/4 m i l e  from t h e  mouth. 

p i c k e r e l ;  does n o t  t h i n k  they  g o t  any w h i t e f i s h .  

The w h i t e f i s h  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  h a b i t  of f r e q u e n t -  

They caught  p i k e  and 

i n g  tha t  wa te r ,  b u t  p ike  and p i c k e r e l  go up 4 

o r  5 m i l e s .  There would be some w h i t e f i s h  

around t h e  mouth of t h e  r i v e r  (Ki rvan) .  

S t .  Mary's River.---Lake oeorge  has sha l low - 
w a t e r ,  about  20 f e e t  deep. The pound n e t s  

t h e r e  t a k e  wal l -eyed pike, b l a c k  bass, wh i t e f i sh  

i n  t h e  f a l l ,  and p robab ly  a few.na l1-eyed  p i k e  

( V i r e s  1 .  
- ---_ 



S t .  Mary’s River.---Below t h e  So0 t h e r e  is - 
one pound i n  Lake George and one i n  Hay Lake. 

They do n o t  c a t c h  many f i s h  i n  t h e s e  n e t s ,  b u t  

he  knows v e r y  l i t t l e  abou t  them ( 1 

N o r t h  Shore.---Tha n e t s  i n  GCoulais Bay on - -- 
t h e  Canadian s i d e  a r e  p u t  i n  f o r  w h i t e f i s h  

a lmos t  e r j t i r e l y ,  and they f i g u r e  that  t h o s e  n e t s  

do n o t  c a t c h  any w h i t e f i s h  a f t e r  t h e  midd le  of  

J u l y .  They t a k e  them o u t  a f t e r  t h e  middle of  

July as  t h e  f i s h i n g  i s  done. 

I n  t h e  pound n e t s  a l o n g  tha t  s h o r e  t h e y  do 

n o t  g e t  much OI a n y t h i n g  b u t  w h i t e f i s h  and 

t r o u t ,  and n e a r l y  u l l  w h i t e f i s h  (Ainswor th ) .  

I n  t he  pound n e t s  a l o n g  the  Canadian shore 

they  c a t c h  scarce ly  a n y t h d g  b u t  w h i t e f i s h  and 

t r o u t .  Very seldom t a k e  any  w h i t e f i s h  under  

1 l/2 lbs. d r e s s e d ,  owing t o  t h e  l a r g e  s i z e  o f  

the mesh I n  t h e  p o t .  Not many l ake  t r o u t  a r e  

t aken  i n  t h e  pound nets (Ainsworth 8c Ganley) .  

Nor th  Shore.---On t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  the  mar- 

k e t  f i s h  a r e  s imply  w h i t e f i s h  and t r o u t  excep t  

i n  Goula l s  Bay t h e r e  are some ye l low p i c k e r e l  

( E l l i o t t ) .  
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Port Arthur.---Year before last we had the - 
greatest year we have ever had in this bay. 

out o f  one pound net a man t o o k  5 tons o r  fish 

(Marks). 

In June and July, if you are setting in the 

bay, get pickerel mostly, and outside g e t  white- 

fish and trout. In the latter part o r  the 

season, August and September, the catch is pret- 

t y  light, sometimes whitefish and sometimes 

pickerel, but mostly pickerel. bet very 

few whitefish in the  bay at any time of the 

season (Trombley) . 
Our run o f  trout does not seem to l e a d  in 

the pound nets when the whitefish a r e  here; do 

not seem to cat,ch the same kind of whitefish, 

but catch what we call the menominee, and some 

pike, buffalo, and probably a few sturgeon 

(Servais). 

The best trout are caught the last weeks 

i n  June and first o f  July. Whitefish come some 

what earlier, and a l s o  in August. Yellow 

pickerel are taken in most abundance in August 

(Trombley). 



I n  t h e  pound n e t s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i s h  a r e  

w h i t e f i s h ,  t r o u t  and p i c k e r e l .  In t h e  sprimrg 

g e t  more w h i t e f i s h  than t r o u t ,  but from J u l y  15 

t o  t h e  end o f  Augiist, he g e t s  more p i c k e r e l  

t han  anything else. For August my c a t c h  i s  

2/3 yellow p i c k e r e l .  Do no t  g e t  many t r o u t  

nor; g e t  them mixed up  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e f i s h  in 

June and July. Will no t  g e t  half  as many t r o u t  

as  whitef ish,  no t  more than  1/4, and would g e t  

about  1/3 as many p i c k e r e l  as w h i t e f i s h ;  half  

w h i t e f i s h  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  half  p i c k e r e l  and t r o u t ,  

b u t  more p i c k e r e l  than  t r o u t  ( S e r v a i s ) .  

There are  s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s  or fish taken,  

such a8 l a k e  t r o u t ,  w h i t e f i s h ,  pike and s turgeon 

Trout a r e  caught  i n  g r e a t e s t  abundance i n  

September and October, while t h e  b e s t  run  of 

w h i t e f i s h  u s u a l l y  occurs  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  About 

t h e  only waste f i s h e s  taken a r e  suckers  and a 

rev l i n g  o r  lawyers (Brunson). 

The waste f i s h e s  a r e  suckers ,  bo th  t h e  

common and la rge- f inned ,  l i n g  and a f e n  c a t  

fishes ( N u t t a l l  B r o s . )  
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POUITD NETS; CATCH -- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

- P o r t  Arthur.- In  the pound net  catch 

there  is genera l ly  about  1/3 w h i t e f i s h  and 

2/3. trout. - ( h h r k s )  . 
Bete Grise.- Mr. E e r r i a u l t ,  who is f isk 

ing pound n e t s  a t  the  mouth o f  the Montreal 

r i v e r ,  speaks h igh ly  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  p o u d  

ne ts .  On July 18, he took 2,223 l b s .  from 

four ne t s ,  and l a s t  season took as many as 

2,400 lbs. from two pounds. Also took  last 

season 11 1/2 kegs = 1,150 l b s .  f rom f i v e  g i l l  

ne t s  o f  60 feet each.-(Woolman). 



POUND MET CATCH; SEASON---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

(WHITEFISH AND TROUT) 

Yarquette.---The p o u ~ d s  have runs o f  white- 

f i s h ,  but when the  run l e  over  they do not  

ca t ch  any more. They g e t  2 o r  3 l i t t l e  runs  

i n  the summer and then they drop  o f f ,  b u t  when 

they do have the8e runs  they j u s t  s l a y  them. 

They c a t c h  a few more t r o u t  ea r ly  i n  t h e  spring 

than anything e l r e .  Then they g e t  a l i t t l e  

run of  wh i t e f i sh ,  and about the  middle or June 

t h e  first run o f  wh i t e f i sh  is over. They 

g e n e r a l l y  g e t  ano the r  run about t h i s  time, and 

i t  ie g e n e r a l l y  a p r e t t y  good run. Then they 

would g e t  a t r o u t  run i n  the f a l l .  They do not 

get many w h i t e f i s h  in the  pounds i n  t h e  f a l l .  

Augurt i s  the  p r i n c i p a l  month f o r  w h i t e f i s h  

w i t h  t he  pound n e t s  (Grant) .  

Marquette.---The f irst  th ing  i n  t h e  pound8 

i n  t h e  s p r i n g  they ge t  whi te f i sh  and t r o u t  

toge ther .  @ e t  more w h i t e f i s h  in t he  beginning 

than they do t r o u t .  Here tofore  would g e t  more 

r h i t e f l 8 h  than t r o u t  du r ing  the summer, but  

t h l a  yea r  I t  I s  t h e  o t h e r  m y  (Anderson). 



PROPORTfOIlATE CATCH OF TROUT A I D  W H I T E F I S H  X U  

THE POUNDS -- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Whitefish P o i n t . -  A t  the present  time 

the proportion o f  200 lbs. of t inout t o  1 ton. 

o f  wh i t e f i sh  would be b ig  a t  t h i s  season. 

La te r  i n  the year there  w i l l  not be s o  many 

t rou t  i n  proport  ion .  - (Shaver) . 
- P o r t  Arthur . -  Nearly a11 the f ish market- 

ed a t  the  time Mr. Davis f i shed ,  were caught 

wi th  gills.-(W. H .  Davis) .  
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WHXTBFXSH--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

POUND NET CATCH. 

BASED UPON FIGURES BY STATISTICAL DIVISION. 

S t a t e  Percentage 
and o f  increase 

County. Average catch per ne t .  or decrease. 

1890. 1893 . 
Minnes 0 t a 900 1,006 j11.v 

Visacamin: 
Douglas 8,725 2,819 -67.7 

Bayf ield 6,521 2.299 -64.7 

Ashland 13,067 1,118 -91.4 

Ylehigan: 
Isle Royale 11,419 889 - 92 .Z 

Gogebic an4 
Ont onagon 3,621 1,564 -56.8 

Houghton 8,071 6,756 -16.3 

Kereenar 12,150 13,038 t 7.3 

Baram 7,333 3,243 - 55.7 
Yarquette 800 2,030 j153.7 

Chippen 24,000 10,235 -57.3 

.. 



POUM) NETS--LAKE SUPERIOR, 

1894. 

ROYALE , 

Jno. T. Johns, Isle Roya1e.---Thinks the 

pound net8 soon olean out &I& the fish. One 

m a n  thir t r i b d  It here and diB w e l l ,  soon had to 

move t o  other  grounds on acoount of disappear- 

ance of the fish. Thinks the pound net cleans 

out small fish of a l l  kinds. Would not suggeat 

any rest r ic t ion.  

WXSCONSIH ( South Shore ) 

J.E.Cooley, DulUth.--- Thinks t oo  mch 

pound fishing was one cause of the decrease 

In tho fish. Wevor were fish enough taken in 

the spawning season t o  have depleted tho 

whitefish. 

sible, in his opinion, for decrease of 

Pounds wore not especially respon- 



whitefish, because they fell o f f  a l l  of a sud- 

den 10 o r  12 years ago. 

Jno. Coventry, Duiuth.---There were Troba- 

bly 100 pound nets operated along this shore 

from 1876 to 1882, at which tine the catch of 

nhitofish was very large, but the pounds seemed 

to olean then all out at that time, so that It 

was no longor profitable to fish for then. 

Edward S.Smith, Duluth.---Cmsiders pound 

fishini: very harmful. Attributes the depletion 

of whitcfish to the large number of po-anc! ne$s 

and seines formorlyused, and says Stol, should 

be maze to alemine; out whitefish every year 

in pounds and seines. 

APOSTLE ISLANDS AND ADJACENT ErXIZJLAND, 

WI SCOHSII. 

Y.B.Johnson, Bayfio1d.---There has been 

muah destruction of whitefish by taking too 

many small ones. Thinks that has caused tho 

doareasc in the catah. Fly nets, or anything 



t o  catch the f i s h  were formerly used. Used 

very small W&B t o o ,  he has some o l d  pound nets 

now i n  storage,  In which the mesh is not over 

1/4 Inch square. 

haven't used such small mesh since he has been 

here. 

A s  f a r  as he knows, they 

Xrviug Chafe, Bayfield,--- Pounds and Sei 

seines are tho  only causes he knows of f o r  the 

decrease o f  whitcfish. 

Cast. SU8nnCS, Apostle ISliLldS.--- Hr. 

Le Due. first packer on the mCurrie*j says 

that  a l l  2ound nets catch small fish weighing 

as l i t t l e  as 1/2 lb. This is especially true 

In largo lifts where many fisfi are taken, and 

the larger f i s h  go t o  the bottom, and that few 

if any, o f  the fishemen a l l o w  the slnall fish 

t o  oscape, but they are saltod as mal1 as 

1/4 lb. 

the small fish, that they sometimes put f iner  

nets on tho m t s l d o  of the po t ,  

The fisheraten are so anxious t o  retain 



Joseph L a  Belle, Bayfield.--- Think8 the 

small mesh fomerly used in the pound nets 

helped to decrease tho whitefish. Doesn't 

thinX the present mesh tends to decrease them 

much. 

B E D  GRISE, MICHIGAN. 

Joseph Crose, Roughton.--- Thinks the 

pounds take t o o  many young fish. 

KENEXNAV BAY TO l 7 i i T E 7 I S H  POINT, 

M I C H I W .  

A . Grant, Zlarquet te .--- Lots of mall white 
fish are taken in the pound nets. Get what 

they call *runsy. Has fished a round at "Pig 

B a y ,  and as soon as they got the net in, one 

season he w a s  there, they got a run of medium 

s h o d  whitcfish, and along in August a run of 

small whitofish came and went into tho lead 
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and gilled a l l  through the p o t .  

not be marketed, they wFre of nc) use, sti l l  

As they could 

they were gilled and destroyed. The lead was 

3 1 .  mesh, and tho pot  smaller. The Found 

nets right here at Marquette, are not 60 inju- 

rious to ahitcfish, because the small whitefish 

congregate right insidc the harbor where they 

cannot set pound nets. Lots of smali whitefish 

go Into Big Bay and around G r a d  Island, though 

there is no question, but that the pounds have 

been destructlvo in certain ?laces by catching 

80 many mall fish. 

J . Goodwin, Marquet te . --- There w a s  one 

m a n  at Grand Island who used some very anall 

pound nets (doesn't know the s i z e  of the mesh) 

for 10 or 15 years .  They caught very mal1 

whitefish there some years ago In these small 

meshed nets, and any quantity of than. The 

pound nets down there have been responsible 

for the decrease of whitefish by catching so 
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many small ones. They would dip them out of 

their nets, lot them go, bury them, etc. You 

corrld get a11 the fish yc)u wanted there. They 

salted fish there to zi considerable extent a t  

that time. This w a s  15 or 16 years ago, He 

has not been down there for 11 or 13 years, axd 

doesn't know how it is now. We have never 

fished such mal1 meshed nets around here. 

Fhs seen young whitefish as thiclc as they 

oould bag in the pounds at Grand Island. 

wITIT"ISH POIWT Ah?) VICINITY, 

XI C H l  GAIJ . 
Jno. Clark, Whitefish ?oint.---Years ago 

I used to see quantities of f i s h  brought ashoro 

f r o m  pound nets that were t o o  small for dress- 

ing or other m o s e s .  Pound nets are likelg 

to do most injury In catching o f f  fish as 

cmpared with other methods . 
Thinks F.FP.Roach, Whltoflsh @ginto--- 

pounds destroy t o o  many small fish, 
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CANADA SHORE,  

mITE’ISli BAY TO SLATE ISLAND. 

Maj. E l l i o t t ,  Soo.--- Where ~ o i m d  neks 

have been used down east here, they have been 

very d a s t m c t i v c  t o  whitefish.  

saw 22 b31s. of y o u  whitcfish going through 

what they call the  gut pilo i n  one morning. 

The ncsh i n  t h e  z c t s  Wac 1 inch bar. As a rule 

the fishernon are in a hurry when they lift 

the nets, and just scoop everything right up, 

both largo and mall f i sh .  The meri are h i red  

by tho  month, and have no interest. 

One man said he 

PORT AR!l”UR REGION,  CAESADA. 

. R . R a t h W . - - -  No o m s e  can be assigned t o  

absenos o f  f i s h  i n  Thunder Bay, excest ovor 

fishing. 

A .  Murray, Por t  Arthur.--- Pounds are not- 

ably rerrponalble for catahing mall fry, and 

therefore f o r  the dearease of f i s h ,  espealally 

whitefish. 



CATCH OF POUND AND GILL NETS. 

, 



LNLT TROlJT A I D  WJIITEFISII SEASO!TS; 

POUITn AYD GILL IIET CATCiI I!T DIFl?EREi?i' SFs\SOI;S. 

LM33 SIJPIXIOR.  

1 

Minnesota.- I n  t he  winter f is!iing they 

ge t  Lake t r o u t  with hook am1 l i ne . - (Wi res ) .  

On the  south  s!lore, when Wisconsin.- 

he was fis!linc, the17 never d i d  much w i t ! i  t r o u t  

i n  the f a l l ,  e x c y t  B C I ' O S S  i n  the  miedle ground 

i n  November, but d id  not f i s h  rriuch t!iere e i t h e r .  

(Cooley). 

- I s l e  Royale. - Here ne c a t c h  most t rout  

i n  October and most siscowct i n  Ju ly .  Trout 

a r e  caught rizlit o n  t!ie spawning pounds .  - 
(Johns). 

M i n n e s o a -  Trout f i s h i n g  has been mainly 

i n  the f a l l  during September, October, and 

Xovember. May try for t!iem the l a s t  p a r t  o f  

August. 

spr ing .  

the smmer, but may ge t  small ones i n  t!ie 

he r r ing  ne t s .  July  3rd,  1894, took about 

half a dozen i n  the he r r ing  ne t s ,  t he  l a r c e s t  

of which d id  not measure over 1 6  o r  18 inches 

Seldom do any f i s h i n g  f o r  them i n  the 

They a r e  not abundant then o r  during 



lo3c.- (Borgensen) . 
Bayf i e s . -  The bes t  fishin,r: here f o r  

t r o u t  i n  t!ie f a l l  is i n  the spawning time. 

Thirks they take about the same a m u n t  o f  

t r o u t  i n  the sp r ing  as i n  the f a l l .  During 

the l a s t  part o f  September and Octok,er they 

g e t  a l i t t l e  t he  bes t  f i s h i n g  o f  t5e year ,  

al though the  e a r l y  sp r ing  f i s h i n g  is near ly  

as good. "he sp r ing  run o f  t r o u t  i s  not a s  

su re  as the f a l l  run. Sometimes there  is no 

sp r ing  run a t  a l l ,  but the f a l l  f i s h i n g  is 

always a s u r e  thing.-  (Chafe) . 
h1arquette.- Late i n  t!ie f a l l  the:' ca tch  

the trout i n  the pound ne t s ,  b u t  n o t  s o  much 

during the res t  of  the  year .  The l a t e r  they 

keep t h e i r  pound ne t s  i n  the  more t r o u t  they 

Get i n  the f a l l . - ( G r a n t ) .  

i?ort_h Shore.- There is  a run o f  shoa l  

t r o u t  o f  n!iic!i they genera l ly  catch about 2 

tons i n  the  spr ing ,  and they can hardly t e l l  

where they go t o .  These t r o u t  they d o  not 

p r o t e c t  i n  Canadrt a8 they claim they cannot be 

taken i n  t he  s m e r  and the  only time you can 

take them is when they come on t o  spawn. They 
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a r e  a l a r g e  f i s h  running from 5 t o  8 l b s .  

They get  them sometimes the 25th o f  Ilovember 

and they would l z s t  about 8 o r  10 days. Some- 

times they w i l l  come o n  yrobablg a week l a t e r ,  

according t o  the moon. 

There a r e  a grea t  nu-her o f  Government 

r e o p l e  i n  Canada silo do not know an;rt:ling 

abou+, f i s h  and think +,he;r come on a t  %!le sane 

time every year,  but a man who rmkes a s t u d y  

of i t  knows t h a t  the dark of t!le moon is n o t  

the  same every year,  sometimes there  i s  a week 

o r  8 d a y s  d i f f e rence  i n  the dark of t!ie moon 

and sometimes s t o r m  w i l l  keep the f i s h  o f f  

f o r  a f en  d-ays .  This l a r g e  sIiore trou: they 

do not f ind  a t  any o the r  time of t!ie year,  

except once i n  a while tiley m y  ca tch  1 w!ien 

they g e t  up i n  shal low water . - (Ganley) .  

P o r t  Arthur.- The p r i n c i p a l  c a t c h  is 

made when the  f i s h  come i n  t o  spawn. You 

- ca-mot stop i t  on account o f  the wh i t e f i sh  

run. About the middle o f  October, o f  course,  

you g e t  more trout t!mn wh i t e f i sh  i n  the 

propor t ion  of  3 t o  4.-(Narks) 

Our t r o u t  season begins about Septernber 



15 and l a s t s  u n t i l  about October 15. Pound 

ne ts  ou ts ide  o f  the Bay in June and July catch 

t r o u t  and wh i t e f i sh  most ly .  The best  t r o u t  

a r e  c a w h t  the l a s t  weeks i n  June and f i rs t  of 

July.  This is w i t h  pounds.-(Trombley). 

One of  the 3 p r i n c i p a l  f i s h e s  taken i n  

the pounds. 

than trout.  Do not g e t  mw trout nor. Get 

them mixed up with t!?e n!;itefish i n  June end 

July. 

whi te f i sh ,  not yore than 1/4, and we c e t  aboat 

l/3 as many p i c k e r e l  as whitef ish.  

whi te f i sh  and the o the r  1/2 p i c k e r e l  and t r o u t ,  

but more Tickere l  th2n t rou t . - (Se rva i s )  . 

I n  the  sp r in f  r e t  -ore whitef ish 

W i l l  not g e t  1/2 e s  many t r o u t  as 

1/2 

I n  the g i l l  ne t s  i n  the  fall take a l l  

t r o u t . - ( S e r v a i s ) .  

Our run of t r o u t  does not seem t o  lead 

in to  the pounds when the  ah i te f i s ! i  a r e  here 

i n  October.- (Serva is )  . 
Trout a r e  taken at almost all seasons, 

but the best run we get  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  

October.- (Davis )  



PROPORTIOBATE CATCH BY POUNDS AND 

GILL NETS--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

West End. The proportion marketed a t  -- 
th i s  end would b e  a b o u t  3/4 gill nets and 

1/4 pounds. On the 'north shore they are  

nearly all gill nets. (E.S.Smith). 

- Sand Island. Poseibly 1/5 of the fish 

mrrketed from t h i s  l 8 l a l d  are caught i n  

pounds. (Shaw). 

Bete Grise. During the t i m e  he was f i sh -  - 
ing more f i s h  were taken i n  pounds than . 
gi 11s . (Crose 1 

Montreal River. O i l 1  nets take smaller 

number of fish than pounds; the l a t t e r  aver- 

- 

age about SO$. (Berriault). 

Portage Entry. Pound net t ing is on the  

Increase. A t  present more than half the 

f i eh  taken In this bay are aaught I n  pounds. 



Grand Marais. By f a r  the g r e a t e r  number 

a r e  taken i n  g i l l s ;  p o s s i b l y  5% i n  paunda. 

(Connable). 

- P o r t  Arthur. From here t o  St.Ignace the  

proport ion of catch is about  1/2 f o r  each 

gills and pounds, f o r  the  e n t i r e  year.  (Trom- 

b l e y )  . 
When he began f i sh ing  all of t he  f i s h  mar- 

keted from P o r t  Arthur were taken i n  g i l l  

ne t s ,  but the  pound has gradually g r o w n  i n  

favor ,  until at  present  75 t o  90 per cent .  

a r e  pound n e t  f i sh .  (Trombley). 

From here  t o  St.1gnace 80 per cent.of t h e  

f i s h  are taken in pounds during t h e  open 888- 

son. 

eatch,  however, the pounds do not take over 

T a k i n g  i n t o  eons idera t ion  the  winter  

50 per oent. 



POUNDS, GILL NBTS AND SEINBB--LAK& S W R I O R .  

RBLATIVR AMOUNT OF FISH TAKEN BY EACH. 

rlliseonsin; pounds - and seines. They do 

not take nearly as many f i s h  seining as they 

do w i t h  pounds on this shore. (E.S.Smith). 

- Por t  Arthur. More f i s h  are caught i n  

pound nets under all circumstanoes. The pro- 

portion of f i s h  mrketed f r o m  pound nets 

here was at leas t  2/3 of the whole. ( B r u n -  

son) . 
The proportion of fish marketed is 2/3 

from gill nets and l/3 f r o m  pounds. (blur- 

. 
Nearly all the f i sh  marketed f r o m  here, 

95 per aent, are  pound net fish. ( m o n e y )  



RELATIVE HARWULHESS OF G I L L S  ABD POUNDS-- 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Por t  Arthur. G i l l  nets a r e  the most harm- - 
ful method of f ishing, because you c a n  go 

and catch them anywhere you like, wherever 

you oan f ind them, and w i t h  pounds you can- 

not do it .  That is where the difference is. 

If there are  no fieh on the shores you can- 

not get any i n  the pounds, but w i t h  g i l l  

nets you C M  go and get them anywhere. You 

catch more f i s h  w i t h  the pound nets, but 

e t i l l  the g i l l  nets do the most damage. 

(Trombley) . 
Pound net fishing, if properly operated, 

is not a6 a e t r i m n t a l  t o  the supp ly  of f i s h  

as g i l l  nett ing; since the small ones are o f  

no u68, and are  turned loose, and w i t h  the 

pound net the f i s h  oannot be followed. The 

net 1s s e t ,  and if the f i sh  do not  oome t o  



i t  it catches nothing, and, if move&, it 

cos t s  another $50 ,  besides  a g rea t  expense. 

G i l l  n e t  fishing is more des t rue t ive  than 

poun8s. s ince  the f i s h  can be f o l l o w e d  from 

sha l low t o  very aeep r a t e r ,  and can keep af- 

t e r  t h e m  a l l  the t i m e .  The smaller  f i8h can- 

not be returned a l i v e  t o  the r a t e r .  (Trom- 

b l ey )  . 
The most small fish a r e  caught i n  the 

pounds, but bel ieves  the g i l l  n e t s  do as 

rmch In jury  t o  t he  f i s h  as the  pounUs. A 

grea t  many more o f  t he  fish caught i n  the 

g i l l s  a r e  never so ld ,  and some g i l l  n e t s  a r e  

loa t .  I n  the  past the g i l l  n e t s  were worse 

than nor. (Servais). 

Does not be l i eve  g i l l  n e t  f i sh ing  de- 

stroys many f i sh .  Does not destroy as many 

as pounds. (Murray) 



CATCH OF POUNDS AND GILL NETS COMPARED, 

LAKE SUPEKIOR. 

P o r t  Arthur.---I was ca tch ing  out  o f  one - 
pound n e t  about 2,200 l b s .  and a man f i s h i n g  

g i l l  n e t s  next t o  me was no t  ca t ch ing  anything.  

He se t  2 boxes of gill n e t s  around my pound 

n e t s  and l i f t e d  them the  next  morning. I d i d  

n o t  l i f t  mine t h e  next  morning, and he had 75 

lbs. o f  f i s h ,  and t h e  next  morning I l i f t e d  mine 

and I had between 1,900 and 2,000 l b s . ( S e r v a i s ) .  
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(The question of catch of small fish hae 

been considered unUer another heading). 

Isle Royale. Pounds catch more than 
I 

g i l l s .  Also clear out all the  fish. (Johns). 

Sand Island. T h ~ n k s  pound netting is the 

proper nethod, nor that the size of the mesh 

-- 
i s  regulated. Does not take spawners and 

cannot eonvenientlp be 8et on spawning 

grounds. (Shar). 

Bapfield. In the early days the g i l l s  Be- 

stroyed M bmen8e t&ElOUnt Of fish. POWlu 

60 no &errtruetion by c a t c h i n g  spawners. The 

gi l ls  take a good lllany spawners, because 

they ace f ished in the spawning season. 

!lhqgr have run the f irh of f  more than the 

pspads. (La Bells). 

Xeweenat. B i l l s  are not BO destruotfve 



a6 pounds, a r e  more expensive and gramally 

l o s i n g  favor.  (Teddy). 

Whitefish x. The l e a s t  l o s s  of f i a h  is 

in the pounds. This I s  e h i e f l y  on account 

of their  condition. H a 8  thrown 2,000 t o  

3,000 fi8h away Prom 1 l i f t  of g i l l s ,  Cc. 

(Johnson) + 

Nor th  Shore. G i l l s  no Uaubt more injuri-  -- 
~ U S  than pounds, a h l e f l y  on accaunt o f  drorn- 

ing and loss of f ish i n  former .  Also through 

l o s s e s  by stonas.  (Ganley) . 
General. Thinks the  pounds have done t he  

most damage i n  decreasing f i sh .  (Costes).  

Port  Arthur. G i l l 8  most hamdul, because - 
you can  go and aatch the  fish a n m e r e  you 

like, &c. (Trombley) . 
Qllls do as rmeh in jury  as pounds. Catah 

xmny fish that are never s o l d ,  &c. (Ser- 

rais). 

Seem t o  thinir g i l l 8  m e t  -1. (BNn- 
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son). 

Believes gill netting best f o r  the fish- 

eries. (Davis) . 
Pounds notathy respons ible for decrease, 

’ espeaially of rhitefieh. (Murray). 

Pound netting far better for the fish- 

eries. (Huttall). 



/ 

CATCH OF GILL NETS. ~ 



GILL NETS; CATCH---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

'e 
Minnesota.---The individual catch of the 

fishermen along the north shore would not 

amount to much as a rule. It amounts to con- 

siderable altogether, however, because there 

are so many of them (E.. S. Smith), 

Apoatle Island8.---The spring catch is bet- 

ter than the f a l l  catch, or possibly about the 

same thing (Johnson). 

Isle Royale.---Knew of one boat catching 
----.I 

1100 packages in one month at Isle Royale(Chafe) 

Apostle 1alaadr.---No waste fishes are 

taken with their gill nets (James Smith). 

West side Kereenar.---The - market fishes 

taken are trout, herring and whitefish. No 
-- 

waste fishes of any sort are taken except 

p o s s i b l y  a fer suckerrr. Nearly all the fishes 

marketed about here are caught in g i l l  nets 

[Teddy). 

Portage - Entg.---A few sturgeon are caught 

but are not marketed, being always smoked and 

eaten or sold to local dealers, or direct to 

the consr;llrers (Qulnn). 



Marquett6.---The fish he gets in the gill 

nets are Whitefish, trout and a fer siscowet. 

Does not g o  out far enough to get many siscowet. 

Sometimes goes out into 60 fathoms, and rill 

get more of them then. Gets some blue fins 

at times in deep water. Never gets any stur- 

geon. Gets the lawyer occasionally and also 

gets 8UckerS and wall-eyed pike in the gill 

nets (Hanson). 

Grand Marai8.---Among the market fishes 

taken is the common whitefish, black fin, long 

jaw, menminee, trout, siscowet, a few sturgeon, 

occasionally a batch of suckers, and also a few 

pike (Connabla). 

Whitefish Point.---The waste fishes in the 

gill nets do not amount to very much. Outside 

of the point where the water is colder they do 

not get a bloat but once in a while (Endress). 

Whitefish =.---In the catch made by the 

tug E. M. B. A. on July  2 5 ,  1894, were whitefish 

lake trout, bloats, and one sucker; nothing 

else was taken (Rathbun). 

Iroquois Island.---He catches whitefish 

and trout; nearly half trout. Catches no 

refuse fish (Ainsnorth) . 
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Rorth Shore.---There are no waste fishes 

taken in the gill nets here to speak of(El1iott) 

Port Arthur.---He has fished 15 boxes of - 
gill nets that caught on an average 15 tons of 

fish per week (Tronbleg). 

Port Arthur.---In the gill nets in the - 
spring they g e t  a little sprinkling of white- 

fish and in the fall it is a l l  trout, and in the 

winter it is about all whitefish. They take 

some yellow pickerel in the gill nets, but not 

very many. 

(Scrvais). 

In June  they nay gat 1/4 pickerel 

Port Arthur.---No game fishes are caught - 
(Brunson ) . 

Port Arthur.---The only market fishes taken 

in the g i l l s  are trout and whitefish, while 

suckers, bloaters and lawyers are the waste 

fishes, all of which are good for food and 

doubtless will be used (Tronbley). 

Port Arthur.---The whitefish are caught - 
early In the spring and through May, June, 

August and September ( 1 

Port  Arthur.---Most of the trout are - 
secured in the rall months, principally October. 

Waste fishes in quantity are taken (Brunson). 



3 

Port Arthur.---The only market fishes taken - 
are trout and whitefish. No sturgeon and very 

few suckers. With respect to the number of 

fish caught, some days a good haul is made and 

the next day the catch would be light (Murray). 

Port Arthur.---Very few waste fishes are - 
taken in gill nets except an occasional sucker 

and ling (Maloney). 



PROPORTION CATCH OF WHITEFISH AND 

TROUT I!? GILL NBTS--LAKE SUPERIOR, 

E 

-- North Shore. In the  spring get rn occa- 

Slonal Wltef l sh ,  during the sumner t r o u t  

and ocxasional whitefish, and mostly trout 

in the f a l l .  (Wsres). 

-- West RnU. Used t o  get trout and white- 

fish about equally divided. In November we 

would oome up off Wisconsin Point t o  get the 

whitefish when they were spawning. During 

the su;pmer, setting down more in the channel, 

artring July and August, we would get white- 

f i sh  and sfssovet, about 113 o f  the entire 

oatch whitefish, 2/3 siscoret--the ntzmbers 

of each about the same, or a l i t t l e  more sis- 

coret. In Oetober used t o  go on the north 

off Lester r iver  an8 London, when the trout 

aomance8 t o  spawn. 1Qo whitefish along this 

shore t o  amount to anything, not more thsrn 1 
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or 2 in 1/2 ton of fish. (Cooley). 

Twelve or 14 years ago they would take  

trout and whitefish on the south shore during 

the s~mner. They only kept that up f o r  a 

fer years, but up to the time they quit they 

got more whitefish than trout on the south 

shore during July and August. Before he 

gave up the bUSine86 we would be bothered 

very xuch to get rhitefish in the sumnor. 

Got SQ we didn't do any fishing a t  this en& 

of the lake In sumner. (See f'urther under 

decrease of whitefish). Never was any amount 

of rhltefieh taken on the north shore on ac- 

count of aeep rater. The Whitefish fishing 

on I s l e  Royale was limited t o  o l o s e  in shore, 

in the bags, *ere they were taken in g i l l  

nets principally. (Cooley) . 
West End. In the winter fishes about 12 

mile8 out and 7 or 8 miles from land. Catch- 

es both trout and whitefish. (E.S.Smith). 

-- 



Wiseonsin. The gill nets along the south 

shore take about l/3 whitefish, the remain- 
3 

Uer being trout. (E.Smith). 

Bayfield. Gill nets catch trout and 

whitefish. (Chafe) . 
Off Rice Island. On the of f  shore ground -- 

here, 40 to 110 fathoms, take nothing but 

trout and siscowet, with an occasional white- 

fish. This is during the first part of the 

season. ( S u a m e a ) .  

West side Keweenar. Take trout, herring -- 
and whitefish. (Teddy). 

Montreal River. Used to take most vhite- 

fish In August and trout in October. (Berri- 

ault) 

- Grand Yarais. Comnon whitefish, black 

fin, long jaw, menominee, trout, siscoret, a 

Y fer  sturgeon, hc. (Connable) . 
Marquette. Whitefish, trout and a f e r  

sisooret . (Hanson) . 
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Whitefish Point. Would not average 1/3 

t r o u t  a l l  through the season. Used t o  keep 

away f r o m  the trout as  mxch a8 poss ib le  be- 

cause there  m8 no mrket  f o r  them, but used 

t o  r u n  off occasional ly  i n t o  deep r a t e r  and 

get trout during the sumner. We go t  p r inc i -  

p a l l y  whitef ish.  ( C l a r k ) .  

Used 6-inch mesh f o r  the l a rge  wh i t e f i sh ,  

but never made a succe8s of  i t  on t h e  shore. 

I took  it outs ide and endeavored t o  w e  it 

on the  sand bars, an8 used t o  ca tch  l a rge  

f ish that probably would not g i l l  I n  the  

small mesh. Years ago It was q u i t e  a busi- 

ness seining f o r  those l a rge  whi te f i sh .  

(Clark)  . 
About 2/5 of  t h e i r  g i l l  ne t  catch last 

year tas trout, but they were fishing then 

at Caribou Islana an8 Stannard Rock. In  the 

spr ing  o f  the year a r m &  here i n  the bay 

they get mostly trout. (Endress) . 
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Make a regular bU8ineBS of fishing gill 

nets for the big whitefish, using 6-inch 

mesh, when they oome In t o  the shore. (Sha- 

ver) 

V h i t e f i ~ 3 h . X ~  On the g i l l  net t r i p  i n  

Whitefish Bay which I took on ~ ~ d r e 8 6 ' s  tug, 

July 25, the oatch aonsisted of 609 white- 

fish and 143 trout.  (Rathbun). 

Whitefish Point. On the  outer shore be- - 
tween the point and B i g  Two Hearted River, 

used t o  fish chiefly within 4 miles of t h e  

shore. Bot  m o s t l y  whitefish. Taking the 

season through perhaps 1/4 t rout .  

times would not get any trout at all, and 

Many 

there were plaoes where you caught all t rout .  

(Roach) . 
mitefish w. On the f la t  a t  the mouth 

of Taquemenon Bay fishes gills during the  

spawning season fo r  whitefish. (Johnson). 

Whitefish Point - Between 1879 and 1886 
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fierhed on the outer shore between the point  

and B i g  Two Hesrted River. In the s p r i n g  

would get about half and half rf i i tef ish anf 

trout, but would get perhaps 2/3 whitefish 

during the sumner and fall. (Johnson). 

Whitefish &, The man f i shing  from Iro- 

quois  Island gets  whitefish and trout more 

or  less all the t i m e ,  (Ainsworth) 

North Shore. In the gill nets  Ainsrorth -- 
an8 Ganleg aatoh m y  more trout than white-  

f i s h ,  the proportion being about 88 2 t o  1. 

(Rathbun) . 
Port Arthur. Both whitefish and trout - 

a r e  taken, but the proportions are not given. 



GILL IIET CATCH --- LA.?.? SUPERIOR.  

Wisconsin.- A f t e r  d i scuss ing  the b i g  

catches o f  wh i t e f i sh  made i n . t h e  pound ne t s  

along the south shore from 1876 t o  1882, dur- 

ing which time the pound ne t s  were very much 

more numerous than now, he s t a t e d  t h a t  they 

cleaned the whi te f i sh  out  so that i t  was not 

p r o f i t a b l e  t o  f i s h  f o r  them. They f ished 

m o s t l y  pound n e t s  i n  those years, a f t e r  they 

bezan t o  g e t  cleaned out the  g i l l  ne t s  would 

not take enough t o  make i t  pay e i t h e r  in the  

sp r ing  o r  fa l l . - (Covent ry) .  
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GILL IIETS; CATCH -- LAKE SWERIOR. 

- Bete Grise.- The Connable Company w a s  

doinf: a good business,each tug taking f rom 

1,000 t o  1,900 a t  a lift.-(Woolman). 

Whitefish Bay, Waste f ish.-  In  the  40 

g i l l  nets l i f t e d  by t he  tug E. 1.1. E. A .  J u l y  

15, 1894, the o n l y  waste f i s h e s  were a quanti- 

t y  o f  bloats  and 1 sucker, the  l a t t e r  coming 

from a depth of about 15 fathoms.-(Rathb.m) 

J 



B I L L  NET CATCH--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Minnesota 

Wise onsln: 
DOU@A8 

Bayf i e l d  

Ashland 

Y i u  higan: 
I s l e  R o y a l e  

Gogebiu and 
On t onsrgon 

Hought on 

Kewenar 

B a r a g a  

Marque t t e 

Alger 

Chippewa 

1890. 1893 . 
Lbs. Miles. Lbs . 
3,031 39,181 

9,401 1,510 

353,223 31,222 

62,500 20,105 

39,262 9,978 

57,093 39,396 

322,500 17,000 

93,720 49,260 

12,164 2,500 

29,970 23,300 

44,640 30,272 

60,000 84,370 

Ui l e s  . 
91 . 
0.4 

46.3 

64.9 

120 .6  

25.3 

81.2 

6 .4  

5.7 

22.6 

18.1 

15.7 

1890 = 1,547. 

Average number 1bs . to  1 m i l e  g i l l  netting 

1895 = 696.7 



DESTRUCTIOIJ OF FISH BY GILL-NETS. 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

General.- The pounds and g i l l  ne t s  have 

been prac t icall : .  res?ons i b l e  for the catching 

out o f  wh i t e f i sh  and t r o u t ;  but there  has 

been a g rea t  many more tons taken w i t h  t!ie 

g i l l  ne t s  than with the pound ne t s  i n  Lake 

Superior ayd Lake Huron.-(Wires) . 
General.- The gill ne t s  take very many 

small t rou t  down t o  1/2 lb. (See under mesh 

and f i s h ) .  

The he r r ing  g i l l  ne t s  ca tch  l a rge  quanti- 

t i e s  o f  y o u ~  whitefis!i and i n  that way destroy 

them. We werc t r y i n s  t o  ge t  a p  some l e g i s -  

l a t i o n  this sp r ing  by w h i c h  he r r ing  g i l l  net-  

t i n g  cou ld  be stopped. No a c t i o n  was taken, 

but next winter we intend t o  ge t  ip the p r o -  

p e r  papers on t h i s  sub jec t  t o  p resent  t o  $he 

Leg i s l a tu re .  Up on the nor th  s!iore and 

Isle Royale no whi te f i sh  a r e  taken i n  the 

he r r ing  ne t s ,  these ne ts  being used o n l y  on a 

small sca l e  f o r  b a i t  .- (Kalmbach) . 
Wisconsin.- They a r e  catching q u i t e  a 



q u a n t i t y  of h e r r i n g  i n  the  h e m i n s  g i l l  n e t s  

and arnonc t!lose herr inl :  a r e  whi te f  is!i, but  

whether they a r e  g e t t i n 3  the  l a + , t e r  i n  q u a n t i  

t i e s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e f f e c t  them m a t e r i a l l y ,  he 

does not know. He does not th ink  they are,  

however.- (Cooley) 

- I s l e  Roya1e.- Lost n e t s  ma;. s t i l l  con- 

t i nue  t o  c a t c h  some fish, Sut i n  deep water  

f o r  a shor t  time only, as  they  w i l l  sink t o  

the bottom in 3 or  4 weeks o n  account, o f  t h e  

corlcs becomirq s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  wa te r . - ( Johns ) .  

Apost le  Islands.- The storms do no: 

d e s t r o y  many f i s h  f o r  them s i n c e  t h e i r  

n e t s  a r e  s e t  i n  conparati7rel:l deep water . -  

t Swannes) 

HouEhton.- Does not think t h a t  f i s h  

held i n  l o s t  gill n e t s  are des t royed  b y  s t o r m . -  

(Crose)  - 
Montreal River . -  Storms do not  d e s t r o y  

t h e  f i s h  as they go foo deep f o r  the waves t o  

have any inf luence  upon them. - (Ber r i au l t )  . 
Marquette.- They have l o s t  n e t s  that 

they could not  f ind,  and p o s s i b l y  the  nex t  

season  they  would come a c r o s s  then  and t h e r e  
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would be dead f i s h  in  then p a r t l y  decayed, 

and there  would be no  l i v e  f ish around there.- 

( Grant) . 
Marquette.- Two f i r m s  i n  Det ro i t  had 

4 or  5 tugs here about 12 years ago. They 

x e d  t o  have good f i s h i n g  before t h o s e  boats 

came and t!Iey have never had good fishins 

s iiice . - ( Goodw in) . 
MarqueLts. - The tugs p r  inc ipa l ly  have 

destroyed the f i sh ing .  They use about 900 

lbs. of twine. Thinks i f  there  lad been no 

tu(: f i s h i n g  there  would be plenty o f  f i s h  and 

t h a t  if the tugs shoxld s top there  wo-ald be 

p len ty  o f  f i s h  in  a few ;rears .- (Anderson) . 
Marquette.- Has never taken a x '  white- 

f i sh  l a rge  o r  small i n  h i s  h e r r i n c  n e t s .  

Ihs heard Henry Anderson say t h a t  he had tali= 

2 o r  3 some years ago. Thinks i f  t u p  had 

never been allow6d t o  f i s h  i n  the lake the re  

would be p len ty  o f  f i s h .  Thinlts a grea t  

many fish a r e  destroyed i n  the g i l l  ne t s  and 

never u t i l i z e d  because they leave them ou t  

too  low. %e:' have s o  much n e t t i n g  s e t  

they cannot handle it properl:. .-(lorntzson) . 
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Marquet t e .  - Believes the  steamers a r e  

p i ck ing  OU: a l l  t5e f i sh .  They use 1000 l b s .  

o f  g i l l  ne t t inc . - (Hanson) .  

1darquette.- I could g e t  no s a t i s f a c t o r  

i n fo rna t  ion t o  s!iow t h a t  ;roun‘- T.v!iitef is!i were 

taken i n  tIle herrin:. g i l l  n e t s ,  a l though they 

my be.-Rathbun) . 
Whi+,efish Po in t . -  There i s  noth ing  i n  . 

t h e  a o r l d  ir. h i s  opin ion  t h a t  ail1 k i l l  a 

f i s h i n g  p-ourd quicker  t!ia.. a tug. A tug 

w i l l  fis!i i n  7 o r  4 fa thoms i n  the  f a l l  when 

f i sh  a r e  spawning.- ( P r a t t )  . 
Whitefis!i a, %.- You caiinot r rcvent  

t h e i r  ca t ch ing  ;‘om5 wiiitef is11 i n  ! ierr in& 

g i l l  ne ts . - (Roach) .  

Whi t e f i sh  Bag.- The f i s h i n g  ground 

around I roquo i s  I s l and  was a very good one i n  

the  p a s t .  They could do j u s t  as we l l  now 

provided the  tugs would keep away. Since 

Booth has  been f i s h i n s  a t  Wliitef is!i B a y  the 

las t  two years  they have iyowdod the  sail- 

boats  r igh t  out with t h e i r  tugs.  They set  

on t!?e ground t h a t  we used t o  s e t  on w i t h  

s a  U-boat 8 .  - (Johnson) 

b 
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North Shore.- They found tha t  when they 

have e a r l y  sprints in  Lake Superior they never 

have a s  good f is l i ing a s  t h e y  do when i t  opens 

up a month l z t e r ,  because they have t h e i r  

ne ts  on the ground before the f i s h  s t a r t  i n  

out o f  deep a n t e r .  This spr ing  i t  was 

e a r l i e r  and they got poorer fis!iing than they 

d i d  l a s t  year. Most o f  the people a t t r i b u t e  

i t  t o  p u t t i n g  t k i r  ne t s  on the ground before 

the f i s h  come o n  the ground t o  feed. Thinks 

i t  very reasonable t o  s u p ~ o s e  t h a t  w i t h  a l l  

t ha t  amount oC twine around t he re ,  when it  

catches a f i s h  i t  d r i v e s  the r e s t  off .(Ganley) . 
General.- Does not bel ieve any s a i l -  

boat should be allowed t o  use over 3 gangs 

o f  g i l l  ne t s ,  3 s  they lose t o o  many f i s h  from 

leaving them out on accoun: of  s t o r m s . - ( E l l i o t t ) .  

- P o r t  -- Arthur.- IJets t ha t  a r e  l o s t  do  not 

continue t o  ca tch  f i s h  s ince  $hey a r e  r o l l e d  

and tangled. - ( Trombley) . 
Nets l o s t  and d r i f t i n g  do not, c a t c h  Inany 

fish. They have been picked up with f i s h  i n  

them, but they a r e  usua l ly  knotted and t w i s t e d  

so t h a t  f i s h  could not become entangled.-  

(Davis) - 
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ITets l o s t  do not continue t o  c a t c h  fish 

f o r  any l ength  o f  t ime,  but r o l l  up.- 

(Mal oney ) . 

. 



GILL NETS FRIQHT,EN FISH--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Portage Entry.---Thinks that when too  many 

n e t s  are placed  i n  a s c h o o l  the  fishes a re  

s c a t t e r e d  and leave the  grounds, b u t  do not 

l e a v e  a l t o g e t h e r  (Quinn). 

r 4  
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NETS FRIGHTEIJ  FISH -- LAICE SUPERIOR. 

Nor th  Shorn.- They do not ca tch  the 

f i s h  out as much a8 they dr ive  then o f f  wi th  

the ne t s .  Moreover, f o r  one f i s h  they ca tch  

i n  the g i l l  ne ts  there  most  be 500 go over 

the tops.-(Ganley).  
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HERRII?G GILL HE=; CATCH -- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Minnesota.- T h i s  morning (July 5, 1894) 

he took about 3 dozen hemin!: from a net sus- 

pended a t  a depth of  2 o r  3 fathoms. Day 

before yesterday, w i t h  a ne t  on the bottom, 

he took about 3 her r ing ,  6 cisco and the same 

number o f  t rou t  .- (Borgensen) . 
Seldom do any f i s h i n g  f o r  t r o u t  i n  the 

spring, they are not abundant then, nor d-uring 

the surmer, but may get small one8 i n  the 

her r ing  ne t s .  On J u l y  3, 1894 took about 

ha l f  a dozen i n  the her r ing  ne ts ,  the l a rges t  

of a!iich d i d  not measure over 16 o r  18 inches 

long. Do not take the t r o u t  i n  the herring 

ne t s  when they are  set  near the surface.- 

(Borgensen) * 

West Side Kereenaa*- The market fishes 

taken i n  the 2 k i n d s  of n e t s  are trout, her- 

Fin6 and whitefish. No waste fishes o f  any 

sort are taken, except, p o s s i b l y ,  a fer suckers,- 

CT*My,. 

brsuet.ta.- Does not t a k e  anything but 

mi= i n  the hgrrbz gill nets ,  but small 



suckers - (Lorntzson) . 
- Port Arthur.- Take nothing but herring.-  

(Tromblev) 

. 

I. ,.. . . 



CATCH OF SEINES. 
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W1sconsiq.---Do not seine for axything but w h i t -  

f i sh ;  but ge t  a few mall-eyed pike. The l a t t e r ,  

however, are about 3layed out. A l s o  take qyitc 

a good many herring and a very few t rou t .  A i s o  

take lawyers, suckers, a fc-!: catf ish,  grass pike, 

and a l i t t l e  mix tu re  of  all kinds. B u t  t h e i r  

principal Catch would be whitefish and herring. 

( E. S . mi t h  ) . 
$wf iclQ.---As he understands It , the w h i t e -  

fish feeding grounds arc on a sandy or clay bottow 

and where the water deeTens gradually. 

Would not take any trout w i t h  the seines; 

nothing but whitefish (Johnson). 

~ayfielg.---Thero are lots 3f fish near the 

short?. Has seen whitefish 5 or 6 feet from the 

8 beach. Wlii come up that way in July ( Chafe), 

The seines took whitefish and hcrring; t ha t  

was about all. There  are not many herring on the 

ahore when the whitefish a?% thick. 
whitefish then (Chafe). 

NO other but 
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, Nmer caught any trout in the seines to speak 

of. 

of trout. 

Seincd two 9utIpllers and did not get 100 lbs. 

Ncver eet sturgeon ( Chafe). - 
..# 

Wisconsin.---Tho only fisfi taken with the 

seines mere mhitcfish, exceyt a very  few pickerel, 

and n o t  unfrequcntly a sturgcon weiching 50 or 60 

lbs. The sturgeor: vicre not marketed (Draglund). 

3ayficld.---Catch most a l i  whitefish. Wculd 

never take any trout (La 'i3elle). 

-- West X d o  Kewoenaw .---Apparently seine both 

for whitefish and herring. 

Earwwtte.---D3 not nos fish for rhitefish 

at all to spes of; only f o r  herring ( Grant ). 

MarouettQ.---Take anythix that is in them, 

small whitcfish and herring ( Goodwin). 

MarauettQ .---Get mostly all herring. 

in a mhiio 1 or 2 small whitcfish. A l s o  take 

Once 

mullet and suckers. Never seined sturgeon 

c (Lornteson) 

Marawtte.---Gets herring. When herring como 

closc inshore they use the seines, but a C a r t  of 

the tino they kees offshore,.so that they cannot 

use the seines ( . ~ ~ s ~ n ) ,  
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Marcnrette.---Used t o  seine f o r  whitefish. 

Now take h e r r i n g  almost exc lus ive ly .  i n  olie l o t  

o f  herring which I examined the r a z e  i n  size was 

from 6 t o  9 3/4 inches.  There were not m y  of  

either the smallest o r  largest s ize ,  and no one 

s i z e  predominated. For s i z e s  see under uSerrinR.n 

There were no o t h e r  STjocics w i t h  tho l o t  (Rathbunj. 

Whitefis’r, =.---There is a por t ion  o f  the 

season when you catch nothing but herring. 

They take pr1nci:aily whitef ish.  Very selCc;ln 

would get  a lakc trmt, o r  a wall-eyed piLe. The 

p r i n c i p a l  f i sh  they got  was whi te f i sh ,  anc? i n  thc 

e a r l y  ?art  of t h e  season they used o f t e n  t o  get a 

l o t  of suckers (Clark). 

Caught a few hump back whitefish, but not 

many. Could not seem t o  cat& then! i n  thc! s e ines  

as they did the  o t h e r  f i sh .  The l a rge  fis:? a r e  

usually caught at night aad w e  never d id  much nifih:. 

0 seining (Clark). 

.. . . 



339 
4 

Whitefish &.---Would get the big humpback 

whitefish i n  the spring, and along In Aug. used 

t o  get a big run o f  smaller f ish.  

used t o  get anything i n  the seine but whitcfish, 

We d i d  not 
5 

except once In a While a lake trout, and many 

brook trout (Roach). 

mitefish =.---Only get one lake trout,  per- 

haps, out of 1,000 fish. They are about a l l  white- 

f i sh .  Get a few herring along early, but not 80 

many afterwards. Smetimes they get l o t s  o f  

auokers ( K i m b a l l  ). 

Whitefish &---Had taken today whitefish 

and a f e w  herring and suckers (Rathbun). 

Whitefish &---In the seines here they take 

whitcflsh, a f e n  herring, a f e w  menoninee white- 

f ish and some suclcers (Endress ). 
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SEIXES; EXTENT OF CATCHXS --LA*ZX SLIPERIOR. 

Wisconsin,---18 or 20 years ago had seen then 

haul a seine below Superior Entry when 20 men watr l r?  

d ros s  a l l  day on one haul and not half clcar, the 

f i s h  out. Has seen them take as high as 150 bbl8. 

of f i s h  a t  one haul (E,S.r3aith). 

Wisconsin.---Ten years ago, at Bark Bay, hlpr 

seine was hculod on an average about 8 times a 

day, with an average o f  possibly 50 lbs .  of  w h i t e -  

f i s h  t o  a haul, I n  one haul made early i n  July, 

however, obtained 54 boxes equal t o  5,460 1Ios. 

Othor fishermen made equally large catches, and 

In some cases were unable t o  land their nets so  

great was the catch; frequently the nets were 

l if ted,  al lowing the fish t o  escape for several 
%. 

r minutes before tho nets could be dram (Draglax<). 
"$ '. 

Marauette.---The herring occur In suhools or 

bodios o f  different sizes. A good single catah 
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on the bottom when suhoollng, but may be at any 

depth up t o  near the surfaoe (Rathbun). 

Saw N e l s  Hanson oome ir, w i t h  the result o f  

h i s  seining f o r  the l a t t o r  part of the morning .  

I t  made only 1 gill n e t  box about even fill, not 

over 2/s o r  v 4  bbl,  (Rathbun),  

m i t e f i s h a . - - - S o m e  days when the f i s h  came 

on good, I hauled as many as 1,200 o r  1,400 lbs. 

a t  one haul, and that  was as many as w e  cared t o  

handle f o r  the day. 

such hauls a weex ( Clark) , 

We might possibly get 2 o r  

Whitefish&.---We could not  get barrels a n d  

sa l t  enough i n  those days. 

o r m s  wai t ing f o r  them. Have salted ny seine boat  

full. One summer w e  caught,for three weeks, all 

t h e  f i s h  every morning at one haul thet  we oould 

handlo through the day. 

Many a time we had 2 

Once, a mile above Clark's, I had my whole 

0 seine fWl of fish. We began hauling and they 

finally broke through. We took out about 4 o r  6 

rode of seine, a d  a good m y  of the f i sh  &ot 

away, but finally we go& them i n  80 thet re oonlfl 
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oomence sooophg themup, and w e  saved and dressed 

60 or 70 bbls. ‘I never saw such a sight i n  my life 

I be l iove  there were 10,000 bbls. o f  f i s h  i n  that 

seine (Roach), 

_Whltefis& =.---They do not make very much 

of seining about here. They have got some very 

heavy catches, but 6ome days they would not see 

a fish, and some days they would get a b i g  8ohool 

( Endress ) 

Whitefish =,---They previous l igh t  keeper’, 

they say, used t o  get any amount o f  fish, In  one 

haul he has heard thoy have taken over 100 packzgaff 

of flsh, and now 800 or 1,000 (fish or l b s , ? )  is 

a pretty big haul, and they do not  get that Ver’v 

often. They have only had one good season s h o o  

he oame here and then they oaught 10 tons. It 

was about 6 yoars ago. During that season the 

gill net tugs were not doing anything at a l l ,  

(-1 Last year (1893) they hauled 6 times i n  one 

day w i t h  a big seine and every time they got  gb3ut 

100 or 150 lbe. - just a few each tine. S o z c t i ~ e ~  

they would get a gooU haul, and perharJs In the 
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next haul not get a f i s h .  The seining is nothin? 

t o  what it used t o  be. ( R i m b a l l ) ,  

The only other good year besides the one 

described above, since he has been here, was since 

then and they obtained about 8 tons. During tuo 

seasons we got  only abmt 1,000 lbs. in  the two 

years ( Rimball  ), 

Whitefish &.---While a t  the seine t h i s  aft- 

noon, thcy told me they had taken about 1/2 ton of 

whitefish In  the morning. I saw the seine hauled 

once, and they secured only 1 sucker (Rathbun). 



Wisconsin.-  T!iey do n o t  take near ly  as 

many f ish se in ing  as i n  pound nets.-(E. S. 

Smith). 



SEI!TES; 1:JJURIOUS FEATUP,ES - -  LNLT SUPERIOR. 

(See a l s o  under D e s t r u c t i o n  of’ mall f i s h ) .  

P o r t  A r t h u r . -  Would p r o h i b i t  s e i n e s  as - 
he has seen  the  e v i l  e f f e c t s  o f  s e i n i n g  t o  t!r, 

north of ? o r t  Huron on Lake Iluron. - (?,urra;r) . 
Wisconsin.- I n  his  o p i n i o n  t:ie seines 

were never used ex tens  ive ly  enouch t o  have 

caused any a-ecrease - (Coole:~) 

B a y f i e l d . -  Thinks se ine  f is l i ing is the 

x o s t  d e s t r  Ictive t o  tlie w!iitefisii o f  any method, 

f o r  the woliitefisli come riS!it on shore and n o  

m a t t e r  whether tIley use  a l a r g e  o r  a smll 

mesh t h e y  w i l l  g e t  a p e a t  nan:’ fish, f o r  

t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  f i s l i  near the  shore.  H a s  

seen a n l i i t e f i s l i  ti o r  6 f e e t  from the beach 

in July. 

Thinks se ine  f isiiing s:iould be p roh ib i t ed  

e n t i r e l y  because i t  is s o  d i f f i c - A t  t o  c o n t r o l .  

If the seine was f i shed  r ig l i t ,  i t  would be a l l  

r i G 1 l . t  t o  do it, but :mu c a - m o t  r e g u l a t e  i t .  

People rho do not care about the welfare of 

the fish w i l l  f i s h  small se ines . - (Chafe ) .  
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Wisconsin.- Is decidedly o f  the opinion 

that s e ine  f i s h i n g  d i d  much damage and i t  shmld 

have been a t  the time anri should be now e n t i r e -  

l y  prohibited.-(DraGlundd) . 
- SaM -- Island.-  Few young fish a r e  taken 

w i t h  t h e  l z r g e  mesh, a l t h o u ~ : ~  many were taken 

when the  fis!iemnen used small mesh se ines .  

In  h i s  opinion se in ing  is not  more detr imental  

than ot!ier methods o f  f i sh iy :  i f  the proper 

s i z e  is used. I t  has been the experience o f  

the  f i s h e m e n  t h a t  a se ine  can be p r o f i t a b l y  

used only once i n  3 o r  5 years .  Has never 

f i shed  ba i t  s e ines  o r  ne t s  o f  aviy kind.-(Shaw). 

-- West Side Keweenaw.- Does not see 

why the  se ine  should be r e s t r i c t e d  e s p e c i a l l y  

i f  t he  proper mesh is used.- (Teddy) 

A4arauette.- Seines have not been used 

here enoueh to  do  hanh t o  any ex ten t ,  compared 

wi th  o t h e r  p laces . - (Grant )  

Whitefish Point.- Does not think the 

s e i n i n g  was extensive enough t o  hurt the fish- 

inC grounds any o r  cause any decrease.  I t  

never hurt the pound o r  g i l l  ne t  f i sh ing ,  

bebause t h e r e  vere not enough fish caught. 

-:l. . .. . ., , 
7 ' I  , :" . . . . . 



There a r e  days when i t  storms and they cannot 

s e ine  and we can work our pound and g i l l  n e t s  

both .  They have caught 8 good many small 

f i sh ,  s t i l l  we have never noticed the d i f f e r -  

ence. I n  the days when they c o t  so many i n  

the  se ines ,  we d i d  n o t  no t i ce  i t  because a e  

g o t  a l l  we could handle a s  i t  was.-(Endress). 

.. . ,.$ , 
. , .  ... , 



SEIUES --- LAKE SUPWIOR. 

West Side Kereenar.- A f er  seine8 are 

u e d ,  but do not do any considerable damage 

a8 far as we were enabled t o  learn. Saw a 

seine drawn at the entrance of the Portage 

Canal that d i d  not take a fish.-(Woolman). 



a 
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SETIJES; IIJURIOUS FEATURES -- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Whitefish Point.- The seiningdoes not 

amount t o  enough t o  do any ham. You have 

got t o  w a i t  for the f i s h  to  come the same as 

with the pound ne t s . - (Prat t ) .  



I 

CONDITION OF FISH TAKEN IN 

POUNDS AND GILL NETS. 

GILL NETS--TIME OUT. 



POUNDS AND GILL NETS--2ONT)ITION OF FISH 

COWARED---LAKE SUPERIOR. 

West End.---He bring8 h i s  g i l l  net  f i s h  i n  

i n  b e t t e r  condi t ion than the  pound net f i s h .  

This is owing t o  t h e  coldness o f  the  water ,  

He dresses  a l l  h i s  f i s h  on board. I n  the 

sprinK he usua l ly  c a r r i e s  a man along t o  

a t t end  t o  t h a t .  Pound net f i s h  a r e  not 

near ly  as good t o  ea t  as g i l l  net f ish(E.S.  

Smith) . 
West -- End.---The beat r a y  t o  ca tch  f i s h  f o r  

keepinfr i s  b y  t h e  pound nets .  They e e t  them 

t h a t  way i n  t h e  best  condi t ion because they are 

a l l  a l i v e  when they  t ake  up the n e t s  (Plynn).  

. - I s l e  Roya1e.---We th ink  g i l l  net  f i s h  are 

a8 good as pound net f i s h  when taken out i n  

t i m e  (Johns) .  

Bayfield.---Prefer gill net t o  pound net 

f i s h .  If pound ne t  f i e h  a r e  handled properly,  

however, they w i l l  riUe j u s t  as far and last 



Apostle Is lands.---Gil l  net  f i s h  a re  not 

genera l ly  i n  as good condi t ion as those  taken  

f’rom pounds, but he bel ieves  those taken from 

very deep water a r e  as good on an  average as 

those taken from pounds i n  warm water. 

I n  h i s  opinion t h e  g i l l  net f i s h  a r e  

b e t t e r  than the  pound for the market, Pound 

net  f i s h  a r e  more d i f f i a u l t  t o  preserve than  

g i l l  ne t .  They sof ten  quicker on the  i c e ,  and 

t h i s  i s  e spec ia l ly  t r u e  of t he  smaller  ones o r  

those taken where t h e  water is somewhat 

warmer (Swannes) . 
Bayfield.---Pounds take  t h e  f i s h  i n  t h e  

best condi t ion.  They a r e  a l l  right i n  t h e  

g i l l  n e t s  providing they a r e  not l e f t  out t o o  

long (LaBelle) . 
Houghton.---@ill ne t  f i s h  i n  general  not  

i n  as good condi t ion  a8 t hose  caught i n  pounds, 

einue the g i l l  ne t8  a r e  sanetimes allowed out 

t o o  long. The g i l l s ,  however, have an  ad- 

vantage i n  not t ak ing  so many small f i sh (Crose )  



Keweenaw.----Would not venture an opinion 

as t o  r e l a t i v e  condi t ion,  G i l l  net f i s h  a r e  

bruised somewhat where g i l l e d ,  but they usual ly  

come from deeper water and possibly a r e  a 

l i t t l e  more s o l i d  than  those from pound 

n e t s  (Teddy) . 
Montreal River.---Pound net, f i s h  a r e  i n  

t h e  best  condi t ion f o r  market by far .  When 

g i l l  n e t s  a r e  not l i f t e d  as o f t en  as t hey  

should be t h e r e  would be a much l a r g e r  propor- 

t i o n  of  dead fish, from */3 t o  1/2. The dead 

fish a r e  a l l  r i g h t  for market ( B e r r i a u l t ) .  

PortaEe Entry.---Pound net f i s h  a r e  i n  

b e t t e r  condi t ion than  g i l l  net  f i s h  when 

taken and w i l l  a l s o  keep b e t t e r  when shipped 

or  s a l t e d  (Quinn). 

Grand Marai8.---A8 t o  condi t ion o f  g i l l  

and pound net  f i s h  does not see t h a t  t h e r e  is 

much d i f fe rence  i n  t h e i r  packing or shipping 

qual i t ies  a t  present .  Used t o  be prejudiced 

aga ins t  pound net  f i s h  as he thought they d i d  

not stanll ehipping a8 well as t h e  g i l l  net 
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f i s h ,  bat ha8 s ince  come t o  the  conclasion 

t h a t  i t  was due t o  t he  way they were handled. 

Pound ne t  f i s h  are those t h a t  come t o  t h e  

shallow r a t e r  and t h e  n e t s  should be l i f t e d  

every d a y ,  but they a r e  usua l ly  l i f t e d  only 

twice a week (Connable). 

Whitefish Point.---If  they  could bring 

pound net f i s h  i n t o  t h e  market within a day o r  

t w o  they would be a b e t t e r  f i s h ,  but t h e  deep 

water f i s h  w i l l  s tand i t  longer than  the  shal-  

low water f i s h .  If a g i l l  net  f i s h  has been 

dead i n  t h e  net f o r  24 o r  36  hours he i s  s o f t ,  

of course,  but he will be a l l  r i g h t  when put 

i n  i ce .  A pound net  f i s h  w i l l  not s tand  t h e  

abuse t h a t  a g i l l  net  f i s h  w i l l .  

A grea t  dea l  depends upon where a f i s h  i s  

caught as t o  how long he will l i v e .  I n  t h e  

f a l l  we have 2 gangs of &ill ne t s  out and an 

a d d i t i o n a l  one t o  go out and i n  w i t h .  Then 

aometimes a l o t  of f i s h  w i l l  come i n  then and 

they  a r e  s o f t .  The r a t e r  c e t s  w a r m  toward 

f a l l  and they rill  drown, e spec ia l ly  a f t e r  a 



cold wind. Fish tha t  ge t  caught by t h e  f i n  

o r  l i k e  t h a t  w i l l  l i v e  a long t ime,  but if he 

i s  caucht 80 as t o  drown he w i l l  s p o i l  i n  a 

very short  time, but t he  p e a t  cause of a l l  

t h i s  i s  the  cu r ren t s .  

The g i l l  net  f i s h  w i l l  keep longer  t h a n  

t h e  pound net f i s h  as they a r e  harder on ac- 

count o f  t h e i r  l i v i n g  i n  deeper water.  The 

pound net f i s h  look b e t t e r ,  but do not keep a s  

well  (Endress ) . 
Whitefish =.---The l e a s t  l o s s  of l i f e  

i s  i n  the  pound n e t s ;  t h a t  i s  he markets a 

g r e a t e r  proport ion of his pound net f i s h  i n  

good condition. From a gang of g i l l  n e t s  he 

has  a t  t imes thrown away anywhere from 2,000 t o  

3,000 l b s .  That i a  when the  gill n e t s  would be 

out 10 01" 15 n i c h t s  i n  the  f a l l  on account o f  

8% O m 8  . I n  pleasant weather they would have 

probably no loss except a few dead f i s h .  

The f i s h  rill remain i n  g i l l  n e t s  i n  good 

condition about 2 Uays ,  but i t  depends upon the 

r a t e r  and the  time. I n  Whitefish Bay i n  m i d -  

summer i n  ?, n igh t s  out would get  q u i t e  a l o t  of 



dead f i s h  i n  the g i l l  n e t s  (Johnson). 

North Shore.---The pound net8 catch a 

n i c e  f i s h .  A pound net, f i s h  as long as they 

a r e  o f  proper s i z e  a r e  i n  b e t t e r  condition. 

G i l l  n e t t i n g  i s  more i n j u r i o u s  t o  the 

f i s h i n g  than the  pounds without doubt. The 

g i l l  nets a r e  probably out 4 n igh t s  before  

l i f t , i ng .  The g i l l  net  twine i s  f i n e ,  As soon 

as a f i s h  is caught and drowns it  f i l l s  w i t h  

a i r  and b l o a t s  up ,  and as soon as t he  bladder 

bure ts  they a r e  just t he  same as l e a d ;  they 

burst  t h e  twine and drop out on t he  bottom. 

Every time you f i s h  a gang of g i l l  n e t s  t h a t  

has been out 4 o r  5 n igh t s  some of the f i s h  

w i l l  drown i n  ha l f  en hour, and when you f i s h  

up 6 miles  of n e t s  t he re  must be a good many 

f i s h  l y i n g  on the bottom. After  you f i s h  

t h e r e  5 o r  6 reeks  you will have q J i t e  a l a r g e  

number of f i s h  l y i n g  on the  bottom. The 

pound net f i s h  are a l l  a l i v e  even if the  pounds 

are l e f t  out 2 reeks (Ganley). 
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East End.---Fish taken  i n  the  g i l l  n e t s  

are i n  as good condi t ion and s e l l  a s  well  a s  

those tzken ir, t h e  poundg. This is owing t o  

the  water of  Lake Superior bein€ so deep a 

short  C i s t a m e  f rom the shore where the g i l l  

n e t s  a r e  f i shed .  The f i s h  a r e  harder  than  the  

shallow water fish, t he  water being co lder  

(Ainsworth). 

North Shore.---The pound n e t s  catch t h e  

f i s h  a l i v e  and put them i n  the market i n  t h e  

best  shape. L a s t  year a t  t h e  Lizard I s lands  

I 8 a w  fish brought i n  from t h e  g i l l  n e t s  t h a t  

were s o f t ,  and I saw the  fishermen e i v e  them t o  

an Indian who was cleaning and s a l t i n e  them; 

they were a c t u a l l y  r o t t e n ;  s o  s o f t  t h a t  t h e y  

were f a l l i n g  t o  pieces .  They put them i n  br im 

and harden them up ( E l l i o t t ) .  

- Port Arthur.---The gill net  f i s h  do not 

s t a y  i n  as good condi t ion  f o r  market a8 t h e  

o t h e r s ;  they a r e  caught i n  deeper water but a 

fish taken i n  t h e  gill net is  genera l ly  worried 

more OF less and are  not a8 good as f i s h  k i l l e d  
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f r e s h ,  Always  found t h a t  t h e  pound net f i s h  

were t h e  bes t ,  A pound net fish i f  allowed t o  

lay f o r  any length 0 3  time w i l l  g e t  s o f t ,  but 

i f  i t  i s  put on i c e  r igh t  away i t  w i l l  get  hard 

a s  well as though’ i t  were caurht i n  100 

fathoms (Trombley). 

-- Port Arthur.---Gilled f i s h  a r e  b y  no 

means as  good f o r  market as pound net fish, a d  

when they a r e  worried and exhausted doubt less  ’ 

the  e f f e c t  is t h e  same on f i s h  as on o ther  

animals when worried t o  death o r  drowned 

gradually.  The f l e s h  of F i l l e d  f i s h  is  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  pound f i s h ,  being blood- 

shot and more o r  l e s s  colored. The f l e s h  is 

also more o r  l e s s  bruised and begins t o  de- 

t e r i o r a t e  very soon when bruised. 

The q u a l i t y  of t he  f i s h  caueht i n  pound 

n e t s  i s  not t h e  same as  t h a t  i n  g i l l  n e t s  a t  

any time of t h e  year.  A g i l l  net  i s  genera l ly  

out 3 n igh t s  and t h e  f i s h  remain i n  good con- 

d i t i o n  that l ength  of time. As a genera l  

rule do not get  t h e  f i s h  i n  as good cond i t ion  

in  t h e  gill n e t s  as i n  the pounds. The g r e a t e r  



t h e  depth of  water the  f i rmer  your f i s h  are of  

course. G i l l  net  f i s h  brine: as much i n  the 

market a s  pound net fish, but they a r e  ce r t a in -  

l y  n o t  a s  good; they do not look as well and 

a r e  not a s  f ' i rm.  They p a y  the s m e  pr ice  f o r  

t'tem, however. I have known g i l l  net f i s h  t o  

smell sour when taken out of t h e  water. There 

i s  one place i n  Black R&y where i f  a boat goes 

down without i c e  t h e  f i s h  w i l l  be sou r  b y  t he  

time she c e t s  back (Se rva i s ) .  

- P o r t  Arthur.---Gill  ne t s  a r e  hauled every 

3 days and t h e  f i s h  are always i n  Food condi- 

t i o n .  About 95 percent of t h e  e i l l  net, f i s h  

a r e  marketable. Claims that  t h e  g i l l  net  f i s h  

a r e  not so firm as  those caucht i n  pounds and 

they do not l i k e  t o  handle them so w e l l .  

Pound net  fish a r e  a l toge the r  prefe.-able t o  

gill net f i s h ,  a pound net f i s h  beine a l w a y s  in  

good condi t ion (Rrunson). 



- Port Arthur.---Nearly a l l  the  f'i sh market- 

ed a t  t h e  time Mr. Davis f i shed  were caught w i h  

g i l l s ;  2/3 o f  those caupJlt .were marketed 

f r e s h  and l/3 s a l t e d ,  w i t h  possibly a l o s s  of 

10 per  cent out of t h e  l/3 f o r  s o f t  f i sh (Dav i s )  

P o r t  Arthur.---Under most favorable condi- -- -- 
t i o n s  f i s h  may remain a l i v e  i n  F i l l  n e t s  3 o r  

4 days, but th inks  t h a t  t he  average f i s h  does 

no t  remain a l i v e  over 1 day, and by  t h e  end of 

t h e  second day i s  not f i t  t o  be m r k e t e d  fkesh 

unless  i t  is  taken i n  very cold water (Davis).  

- Port Arthur.---Does not  think g i l l  net  . 

f i s h  are i n  as good condi t ion as t h e  pound net 

f i s h ,  and a l w b y s  when g i l l  net f i s h  were 

p l e n t i f u l  Booth wanted pound net f i s h .  If 

they were most abundant then t h e  Company was 

very des i rous  o f  g i l l  net f i s h .  Believes 

pound net f i s h  w i l l  s h i p  f a r t h e r  and a r e  more 

h e a l t h f u l  f o r  food. Fishermen w i l l  put  on the 

market e v e r y t h i w  t h a t  they can poss ib l e  s e l l .  

They f i s h  through t h e  i c e ,  1eavinE n e t s  aut as 

long as 2 weeks and marke t iw  the  catch.  W i l l  



f r e s h l y  caught f i s h  over them, f reeze  them i n  

snow or i c e  and s e l l  them wi th  those f r e s h l y  

caught (Davis) . 
Port - Arthur.---Believes t h a t  g i l l  net  

f i s h i n g  i s  by  far the  best f o r  the f i s h e r i e s  

i f  t h e  fishermen would a c t  f a i r ,  l i f t  n e t s  

o f t en ,  and market only good sound f i s h .  No 

f i sh  u n f i t  t o  sell f r e s h  i s  f i t  t o  ssl t ;  t h a t  

a f ' t e r  i t  has begun t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  no amount o f  

sa l t  can make it f r e s h  again (Davis) .  

Port  Arthur.--- Hauls each gang o f  g i l l  

n e t s  only once a week when i n  very deep water. 

The f i s h  a r e  i n  exce l l en t  condi t ion and w i l l  

remain a l i v e  much longer and keep i n  good con- 

d i t i o n  when dead, than f i s h  taken  out of 

shallow water. They w i l l  live f o r  2 weeks i n  

60 fat  horns of water (Murray ) . 
P Port --- Arthur.---Believes g i l l  net fi sh are 

i n  j u s t  as good condi t ion  a s  those taken i n  

pounds. Pound net  f i s h  when taken i n  shallow 

water are ap t  t o  be tender .  Fish cannot decay 

in Beep, cold water. Has soen n e t s  l e f t  i n  3 



reeka and t h e  f i s h  s t i l l  e l i v e  and i n  exce l len t  

condi t ion (Murray). 

Port  Arth_uy.--- Pound net f i s h i n g  is far 

b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  than  g i l l  n e t ,  anl 

much b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  market and t h e  p e o p l e  who 

ea t  t h e  f ' ish.  Possibly 95 percent of' t h e  f i s h  

marketed a r e  pound net f'ish, which market 

b e t t e r  than  g i l l  f i s h ,  ( N u t t a l l ) .  

por t  Arthur.---Gill  net fish cannot be in - 
as good condi t ion  as pound net f i s h  s ince mny 

a r e  drowned end the l i v e  f i s h  a r e  more o r  l e s s  

bruised with t h e  twine. Believes t h a t  g i l l -  

ing i s  a poor way t o  f i s h ,  bat w c u l d  not 

r e s t r i c t  it ( N u t t a l l )  , 

- P o r t  Arthur.---Possibly 85  or 90 percent 

o f  t h e  f i s h  cauFht a r e  from pounds, and 
of t h e  

possibly 5 percent / \g i l l  net f i s h  a r e  s a l t e d ;  

unfit for t h e  f r e s h  market (Maloney), 

- Port Arthur.---The g i l l  net  does not take 

a8 many s m a l l  f i e h  a s  t h e  pounds, but t h e  fi8h 

are i n  poor condi t ion.  Pound net f i s h i n g  is 

not more det r imenta l  than g i l l  net  f i s h i n g  an8 
y i e l d s  b e t t e r  fiah (Maloney) , 



Port Arthur.---Gill net f i s h  are not  i n  - ---- 
as good condition as pound net f ish,  s ince  the  

former are more or le88 bruised and do not 

i c e  as w e l l  8s those caught in the pound 

nets  (Maloney). 



RBLATIVE CONDITlON OF FISH TAKEN IN 

POUNDS AM> G I U S - - L A X E  SUPERIOR. 

There is  the  same difference o f  opinion 

regarding t h i s  matter on Lake Superior as 

elsewhere; each class o f  fishermen thinking 

best of the condition of f i s h  taken i n  hi6 

appliances. Much testimony was taken, but 

i t  ha6 not been mduced. (Rathbun). 



RELATI?'E CO!IDITIOIT OF FISH WE!T IN POU1TDS AIID 

GILL ITETS -- uu(E SUPERIOR. 

- P o r t  _Arthur.- The G i l l  net  f i s h  are in 

p o o r e r  condition. The pouncls y i e l d  better 

fish. - (C1alone;r) . 



GILL NETS---TIME OUT-- - C O N D I T I O N  OF F I  SH. 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Minnesota(?).---The g i l l  n e t s  a r e  gener- 

a l l y  s e t  e i t h e r  1 o r  2 n ights .  Where they 

f i s h  i n  a small way they l i f t  t h e i r  n e t s  almost 

every day o r  every other  day. Steam tugs can 

l i f t  t h e i r  ne t s  every day (Wires). 

General.---Fish w i l l  remain i n  good con- 

d i t i o n  i n  t h e  g i l l  ne t s  i n  deep cool water 10 

o r  12 days. I n  warmer water where i t  i s  

shallow they r i l l  not remain i n  good condi t ion  

more than 24 hours, but on most of t he  f i s h i n g  

grounds i n  lakes  Huron and Superior i f  they a r e  

out 3 t o  5 n igh t s  i t  is a l l  r i g h t .  W i l l  have 

v e r y  few s o f t  f i s h  from f i8hlng 5 n igh t s  out 

(Wires) . 
West End.---The sa i l  boat8 c a l c u l a t e  t o  

leave t h e i r  n e t s  set  from 3 t o  4 days. 

The f i s h  czught i n  t h e  g i l l  ne t s  will 

remain i n  good condi t ion here  longer than  on 

Lake Michigan because the water is colder  
(xalmbach) . 



West -- End.---Generally leave the  gill n e t s  

i n  one night. If it  becomes a l i t t l e  stormy 

may have t o  leave them a l i t t l e  longer 8ome- 

times. Occasionally t h e y  leave them i n  3 o r  

4 days and when doing so obta in  a food many 

dead f i s h  (Coventry. 

West -- End.---In the s p r i n c  t r o u t  f i s h i n g  

usually l i f t s  h i s  n e t s  4 nights out. When 

t h e  water g e t s  warmer, 3 n igh t s  i s  a p len ty  

(E. S. Smi th ) .  

- I s l e  Roya1e.---Around Isle Royale they  

l i f t  the g i l l  n e t s  every day when f i s h i n g  f o r  

whi te f i sh  on the  r e e f s ,  if t h e  f i s h i n g  i s  good. 

With t r o u t  they l i f t  them 2 o r  3 times a w e e k ,  

and t h e  siscowet ne t s  about t h e  same (Flynn) ,  

I s l e  Roya1e.---In SUmner we l if t  our n e t s  
7 

about onae 8 week, but i n  t h e  f a l l  every 2 o r  3 

days. I n  t h e  f a l l  we f i s h  i n  shallow water 

where t h e  f i s h  rill s p o i l  sooner than i n  deep 

wateq, and where a l s o  t h e  wind w i l l  8oon 

destroy t h e  f i s h  and n e t s  when loaded. 

We th ink  t h a t  f i s h  rill l i v e  i n  good 

oondit ion for a reek i n  g i l l  n e t s ,  and have 
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aeen them a l i v e  a f t e r  3 weeks; that is  t h e  gill 

n e t s  had been out  3 weeks (Johns) .  

Lester  River.---When f ishinl :  i s  poor they 

s e t  only 1 o r  2 n e t s  a s  at  p re sen t ,  keeping 

t3em out genera l ly  2 n igh t s  before hauling. 

When these  n e t s  show t h e  presence o f  many f i s h  

they add more, and when f i sh ing  becomes good 

they w i l l  se t  a l l  t h e  n e t s  they have(Borgensen) 

Bayfield.---Gill  n e t s  are sapposed t o  be 

l e f t  out 3 n igh t s .  It sometimes depends upon 

the  season. If t h e  weather i s  c o l d  a reek does 

not hu r t .  A t  t h i s  season would keep them out 

3 o r  4 n i c h t s  (Johnson). 

Apostle Islands.---The n e t s  a r e  l i f t e d  

every 4 th  day and only about 2/3 o f  t h e  f i s h  

a r e  a l i v e .  Ordinar i ly  the dead f i s h  are i n  

good condi t ion,  but a r e  s a l t e d ;  t h e  s o f t  f i a h  

a r e  thrown away. They average 5 l i f t s  a week 

throughout t he  e n t i r e  season, thus making an 

average l o s s  of one day each week on account of 

atoms. This r e f e r s  t o  the  tug Camp. 

Poasibly from t h i s  place ;L/3 o r  6/4 of the 
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f i s h  a re  teken i n  g i l l  n e t s ,  and a very small 

per cent o f  the  f i s h  taken a r e  u n f i t  f o r  

market. Abotzt “/3 of  t h e  f i s h  marketed a r e  

s a l t e d .  Nearly e l l  of’ these  a r e  siscowet 

(Swannes). 

Apostle 1slandB.---Nets a r e  hauled every 

t h i r d  day  and t h e  fish a r e  usda l ly  i n  good 

condition. The length o f  time a f i s h  w i l l  

remain a l i v e  i n  g i l l  n e t s  depends e n t i r e l y  

upon where i t  i s  g i l l e d .  If hung b y  t he  G i l l s  

i t  d i e s  very quickly;  i f  caught by the  middle 

of t h e  body i t  w i l l  remzin a l i v e  seve ra l  

days (James Smith).  

- Bete Grise.---When he f i shed  t h e r e  t h e  

n e t s  were hauled every day and as a consequence 

very few fish were dead and a l l  i n  good condi- 

t i o n  (Crose) .  

West s ide  Keweenaw Peninsula.---The nets -- 
a r e  usua l ly  hauled every t h i r d  day .  The f i s h  

are  invar iab ly  i n  good marketable condi t ion,  

not one i n  20 possibly dying i n  the  n e t s ,  and 

these a r e  as s o l i d  a s  those taken a l i v e ,  but 

are s a l t e d  (Teddy). 



Montreal River.---Nets a re  hauled every 

o the r  day or  every t h i r d  day ( B e r r i a u l t ) ,  

9 Portage E n t r y . - - - G i l l  ne t s  a r e  supposed t o  

be l i f t e d  every t h i r d  day, and about h a l f  t h e  

f i s h  taken a r e  dead. The length  of time a 

gilled f i s h  rill live depends upon where and 

how bad ly  i t  is g i l l e d .  If caught around t h e  

body and not  t o o  much entangled, may l i v e  for 

severa l  days. Does not think t h e  i n t e r v a l s  

durinl: storms bru i se  o r  kill t h e  f i s h  caught i n  

gill n e t s  (Quinn). 

Grand Marai8,---Nets a r e  l i f t e d  every 4 t h  

day, taken ashore and cleaned. 

Nets are hauled every 3 days,  sometimes 

every 4 days; moat of t h e  fish a r e  i n  good 

condi t ion f o r  marketing f r e s h ,  and all fo r  

sa l t ing  (Connable). 

Harquette.---A gang is out a reek because 

they cannot handle more than one gang a day. 

The f i a h  rill not all keep i n  good condition, 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  shallor water. In t h e  spr ing  

they rill keep well, but the f a l l  i s  t h e  worst 



time; the temperature of the water being warmer 

then than a t  any other time o f  the year. 

Their nets remain out on a n  average 5 

nights  at least. They se t  i n  deep water f o r  

sisoowet and sometimes leave the n e t s  out 2 

reeks. I n  shallow water they have go t  to 

t a k e  t he  f i s h  up quicker OF they will spoi l .  

In  warm weather i n  shallow water t h e y  should 

not be out over 4 nityhts (Grant ) . 
Marquette.---The ne ts  would remain out 5 

or 6 days on an average, one ganc being hauled 

each day (Goodwin). 

Marquette.---Haul t h e i r  nets now once a 

week, but formerly they used t o  haul them 

every 3 night8 (Anderson), 

Marquette.---Thinks a gill net should not 

remain out itlore than 3 days, but they leave 

them out a week aometimes, and i n  the f a l l  when 

the weather i s  bad they sometimes leave them 

several weeka. This happens frequently;  the 

ganga a re  80 long and the  ne ts  so far apart  

tha t  i t  i s  impossible f o r  the tugs t o  handle 
them ae  often as  they should be (LOrntZSon).  
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Marquette.---Sometimes keeps t r o u t  n e t s  

s e t  7 or  8 n igh t s  and sometimes l i f t s  them 

every 3 o r  4 n igh t s  (Hanson). 

Whitefish Point.---The condi t ion of f i s h  

i n  t h e  g i l l  n e t s  depends upon t h e  depth o f  

water they a r e  s e t .  I n  shallow water t h e  fish 

w i l l  not l i v e  more than 2 o r  3 days, and would 

not consider them f r e s h  i n  shallow water a f t e r  

they had been more than 3 n igh t s  i n  the ne t s .  

When s e t  i n  deep water where it  is  cool  they 

a r e  not i n  bad condi t ion i f  l e f t  6 o r  7 n i g h t s  

out ( C l a r k  ) 

Whitefish Point.  ---They get very f e r  

drowned f i s h  outs ide  of the  Point where the  

r a t e r  is colder ,  but i n  the  bay t h e  water is 

warmer and t h e  f i s h  do not s t snd  it  as well .  

The same gang that was l i f t e d  today,  if i t  had 

been around t h e  point t h e  f iah  would probably 

have been near ly  all a l i v e .  I n  May and June 

we do not have 8 dead fish among them unless  

i t  is an odd one t h a t  g e t 8  i t s  wind choked 

off 
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A t  one time f i s h  packed on the  f i rs t  of  

June and sent t o  Chicago ar r ived  at  Chicago on 

t h e  1 4 t h ;  they were repacked and sent t o  

Kansas C i t y .  When they have stormy weather 

they w i l l  not l a s t  so long as t h e  cu r ren t  

drowns them and o f t en  i n  a day o r  t w o  they will 

be as soft as mush (Endress).  

Qhitef ish =.---Observations based upon 

t h e  catch o f  20 boxes of g i l l  n e t s  hauled b y  

t he  Endress tug uE.M.B.A.a on July 25, 1894. 

The n e t s  were s e t  i n  depths of 12 t o  75 

fathoms. These n e t s  had been set Ju ly  19 .  

As t h e  n e t s  were l i f t e d  and t h e  fish removed a 

record was made a s  t o  whether t h e  f i s h  shored 

unmistakeable s igns  o f  l i f e  or might be con- 

s idered as dead or nearly so. For t he  nwnber 

of l i v e  and dead f i s h  the  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d  under 

(3111 nets ,  Lake Superior ,  should be consulted 

(Rathbun) . 



B 

Whitefish =.---The g i l l  net fisherman 

a t  I roquois  I s land  would haul  h i s  n e t s  about 

every 3 days. They can keep f i s h  i n  good con- 

d i t i o n  i n  t h e  n e t s  t he re  f o r  3 days ,  but t h a t  
0 

is  as long as they ought t o  be left out 

(Ainsworth). 

- Port Arthur. ---The n e t s  a r e  usua l ly  hauled 

every t h i r d  day o r  twice a week. It would be 

b e t t e r  i f  they were  hauled every o ther  day, and 

where set c lose  t o  shore every day. Thinks 

t h a t  o r d i n a r i l y  a f i s h  may remain a l i v e  24 

hours i n  a g i l l  n e t ,  but t h i s  depends upon 

where the f i s h  is caught (Trombley). 

- Port Arthur.---The n e t s  e r e  hauled every 

3 days and sometimes only once a reek ,  late i n  

t h e  f a l l .  Would advocate hauling every 

second day (Davis).  

P o r t  Arthur.---Gill nets a r e  hauled twice - 
e a week during the  time t h e  lake is open, but 

once a week when f'ishinE through t h e  ice  

(Maloney) . 



C0m)TTION OF GILL NET FISH--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

The weight of testimony I s  t o  the e f f e c t  

that a large proport ion o f  the gill net f i s h  

are unfit for fresh market, and have t o  be 

salted t o  harUen and preserve. In so= 

cases, also, many have t o  be thrown away. 

(RCthbun) . I 



GILJJ ITETS; TIhiE OUT; COLTDITIOIT OF FISH. 

SUPERTOR. 

---- General.- In Lake Superior you can leave 

your Gill nets  out 4 o r  5 nights and y o u r  fish 

rill a l l  be a l i v e  and a s  br ight  a s  a dollar.-  

(Wires). 



GILL NETSiTIW’ OUT---LAKE SUPEKIOR. 

Whitefish -- Bay.---In _I_ his early fishing there 

used to lift a gang and set a gang. Had only 

2 gangs. We used to lift every  day if we 

c o u l d .  I f  we d i d  not s o  lift it  would be 

because we c o u l d  n o t  get out on account of the 

bad weather (Roach) .  



COIDITTOIi  OF FISH -- LAKE SUPERIOR. 

_c_- E a s t  End.- The fish caught i n  cold water 

are k e p t  b e t t e r  than t h o s e  caught in warm water. 

The f i s h  t h e y  have here a f t e r  they have been 

a week in  ice are as  nice as you can g e t  out 

o f  Lake Er ie ,  kept only 3 dags.-(Ganley). 

_I_ Port Arthur.- No fish not fit f o r  food 

should be put  upon the market.-(W. H. D a v i s ) .  



G I L L  PJJZTS; C(HD1TXON OF FISH--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Whitef ish x. T r i p  on Endress '  tug  E.M. 

B.A.July 25, 1894; 20 boxes o f  40 n e t s ,  depth 

l2 t o  about  75 fathoms. 

Omitting t h e  f i rs t  3 n e t s ,  I t a l l i e d  a l l  

t h e  f i sh  w i t h  mfe rence  t o  the number that 

were a c t u a l l y  a l i v e  when l a d e d  on the deck. 

By a l i v e  f i s h  was understood t o  be one that 

showed unmistakable s i g n s  of l i f e ,  that wa8 

more or l e s s  ac t ive  when ex t r ac t ed  from the  

ne t .  Many of the  o the r s  were undoubtedly 

a l i v e ,  and about  a l l  were i n  a fresh condi- 

tion. As they were sometimes hauled i n  

q u i t e  r a p i a l y ,  I was not a lways  ab le  t o  ob- 

serve RS close as was d e s i r a b l e ,  but no fish 

was IndicateU t o  be a l i v e  unless he came un- 

der the  above category,  and any fault i n  the  

reoord -6 on t h e  s ide  of making the  n u h e r  

of l i v e  fish t oo  snail. 



The gang had been s e t  6 n igh t s .  

The depths given a r e  only approximate. 

I n  the following t a b l e  t h e  ne t s  a r e  num- 

bered i n  the  order they came up. The f i rs t  

number designates  the l i v e  f i s h ,  the second 

the  dead f i sh ,  i n  each instance.  (Rathbun). 

No.of Depth i n  
ne t .  fathoms. 

4 

5 12 

6 12 

7 14 

8 15- 16 

9 19 

10 19-25 

11 30 - 
12 35-40 

13 40-45 

14 and 15 43-30 

16 25-22 

17 18-20 

Whitefish. Lake t r o u t .  

6 

3 

14 

9 

24 

25 

38 

9 

1 

15 

11 

13 

11 

5 1 

6 

10 3 

9 2 

16 2 

12 5 

14 2 

4 

2 

7 5 

2 13 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 



No. of 
net. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29, 30 

31, 32 

33, 34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

Depth in 
fathoms. 

15-18 

14 

14 

13-14 

12- 14 

16 

40 

60 

60-70 

70-75 

60-28 

28-20 

20-15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Whitefish. Lake trout. 

15 9 2 

4 3 1 

10 5 5 2 

2 2 

6 9 1 2 

10 9 4 1 

20 4 1 2 

3 4 

6 4 

9 1 6 

13 2 12 

10 6 3 

12 7 3 

8 5 2 

9 20 4 1 

9 11 1 

18 16 2 

15 9 3 1 

11 18 3 

9 12 4 7 



GILL NETS; BLOATING OF FISH TAKEN--LAKE SUPERIOR 

The following observations were made on 

July 2 5 ,  1894, while aut on Endress' tug 

" E . M . B . A . "  lifting gill nets in Whitefish Bay. 

The bladder in the whitefish and also apparently 

to a lesser extent in the lake trout, fill up 

with air when they come to the surface and more 

or less bloat the fish. When the whitefish are 

at a l l  s o f t  the bloating may go to the extent 

of breaking the flesh through on the lower 

portions. The fishermen use a stick with a 

sharp nail at the end with which they puncture 

the fish either after or just before it is taken 

from the net, making a small hole through which 

the air r a p i d l y  escapes (Rathbun). 



O F F A L .  



OFFAL- - LAKE SUPER I OR. 

P o r t  Arthur. Not  enough o f f a l  has been - - 
thrown i n  here  t o  i n j u r e  the fish. I n  f o r -  

mer times were more p a r t i c u l a r  about i t  than 

now. They take i t  ashore where they have a 

f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n .  The Swedes used t o  t h r o w  

the offal i n  the bay  a t  one time; the f i rs t  

years  they came he re ,  but they d o  not do  i t  

now. (P.Trombley). 

There has been a l a rge  amount o f  o f f a l  al- 

loved t o  g o  i n t o  the water here i n  the p a s t ,  

but t he re  has not f o r  the last 4 o r  5 years .  

I had a n  idea  that the  o f f a l  would not d r ive  

t h e  f i s h .  away, because around t h e  f i s h  docks 

the re  would h e  dead f i s h  under t h e  docks, 

and r e  found speckled trout would go around 

here, and they would not come around u n t i l  

those dead f i s h  were under the re ;  but of  

l a t e  he be l i eves  the f i s h  offal d r i v e s  the 
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fish away. )&.Beebe says that the  water 

p u r i f i e s  t h e  o f f a l ,  and what would a b a r r e l  

o f  o f f a l ,  more or less, be i n  this body o f  

water? He think6 t h e  g r e a t e s t  t rouble  is 

t h i s :  If you dump i t  anywhere near t h e  s e t -  

t i n g  grounds, you a r e  l i a b l e  t o  get  i t  i n  

the n e t s ,  but I d o  not see how i t  would do 

t h e  f i s h  any harm. (H,Servais) . 
Offal is thrown i n t o  t h e  r a t e r ,  and t h i s  

offense should be severe ly  punished. (W.H. 

Davis) . 
First. Offal i s  thrown i n t o  t h e  water,  

and espec ia l ly  is t h i s  t r u e  of  winter f i sh -  

ing. If the  of fa l s  a r e  l e f t  on t h e  i c e  i n  a 

box, the ravens rill e a t  almost 'every th ing ,  

but if l e f t  on ice they a r e  f rozen  i n t o  i t  

an8 covered with snow, and finally reach the 

water in the spring. (Nuttall Bros . )  

Qeneral ,  They do not allow any  fish of-  

f a l  t o  amount t o  angthing t o  go i n t o  the  



lake.  Never saw much of  i t  dumped over. 

The s a i l  b o a t s  a r e  more a p t  t o  dump t he i r  of- 

f a l  than the steamers because they have not 

the room t o  keep i t .  Presumes the  throwing 

over o f  o f f a l  ha6 don,e some damage i n  ear- 

lier days ,  but  does not think it has of l a t e  

years.  Thinks t h e  whole t rouble  l a y s  i n  t o o  

much f i s h i n g .  Never has seen a p lace  where 

he thought ve ry  much damage vas done by 

throwing over offal .  The fishermen d o  not 

l i k e  t o  ca tch  t h a t  stuff i n  t h e i r  n e t s ,  and 

if  they do dump i t ,  i t  is a f t e r  they leave 

t h e  f i s h i n g  grounds and a r e  on t h e i r  way 

home. (Wires) . 
In t h e  other  lake6 the fishermen a r e  al- 

vays very careful i n  handling the  o f f a l  o f  

t h e i r  f i sh .  It would be taken on shore and 

burled--they never allow any d i r t  t o  aocumu- 

l a t e  i n  the  water,  but  here  our fishermen 

throw every thing right back i n t o  t h e  lake, 



and he be l ieves  i t  d e s t r o y s  t h e  f i s h  grounds. 

Some clean t h e i r  f i s h  out i n  the lake and 

th row t h e i r  o f f a l  overboard, and some clean 

t h e i r  f i s h  on t h e  shore and take i t  out and 

dump i t  i n t o  t h e  water. (M.F.Xalmbach, Du- 

lu th)  . 
West End. Never had very much trouble -- 

with o f f a l  here .  Never made a p rac t i ce  o f  

throwing i t  i n t o  t h e  lake.  Once i n  awhile a 

boa t  would do i t ,  but not t o  any extent .  

Doesn't think the re  was enough o f  i t  t o  have 

caused any deerease.  (J.E.Cooley) . 
Bayfield.  Another th ing:  Yr.Turner, the 

north-western manager o f  the B o o t h  Company 

at  St.Pau1, claims t h a t  t h e  o f f a l  being 

thrown i n  the lake  d r i v e s  t h e  whi te f i sh  away, 

a B  do the s a w - m i l l s  t o  a c e r t a i n  ex ten t ;  and 

i n  t h e  winter t h e r e  a r e  6 0  many f i s h i n g  with 

hooks and they c lean  t h e i r  f i s h  and leave 

the offal on t h e  ice .  But then the f i s h e r -  



men c l a i m  gu l l s  cane r igh t  along an3 eat i t  

up. A l l  o f  t h e i r  boats' offal  goes ashore 

a t  Riae Island. They have a b o a t  on purpose  

f o r  that. They bury i t ,  md dump i t  away 

off on t h e  is land.  They never t r y  t o  u t i l -  

ize  i t .  Take the o f f a l  f rom the siscowet 

t rou t  and there is any amount o f  o i l  i n  i t .  

The gill net  men take t h e i r  o f f a l  ashore as 

far as he can learn.  (M.B.Johnson). 

There used t o  be a good deal of trouble 

there  ( I s l e  Royale) f r o m  the offal ,  but 

there  is not nor. (1.Chafe). 

Presumes likely they put o f f a l  on the i c e  - 
in  the winter  f i sh ing .  P robab ly  the  f i s h  

a re  dressed on t h e  ice  and the o f f a l  l e f t  

there. Their dogs ea t  a good deal  of that ,  

however, and does not  suppose very nuch of 

i t  stays there .  Most of  the  f i s h  caught i n  

the winter a r e  Uressed f r e sh ,  and the heads 

left on. (I.Chafe, Bayfield) .  



While f i s h i n g  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  I s l e  Roy- 

a l e ,  where t h e  o f f a l  was emptied was f r e -  

quently the  best  f i s h i n g  grounds; that t h i s  

theory i s  f i i r ther  confirmed by Mr.Shaw, o f  

Sand I s land ,  who says that  i n  Lake Huron he 

found t h i s  t o  be decidedly the case;  that  

t h e  of fa l  was undoubtedly fed upon by the  

o ther  f i s h e s ,  and that those n e t s  i n  the vi- 

c i n i t y  o f  where t h i s  was emptied were invar i -  

a b l y  the most p r o f i t a b l e .  (S.Draglund, Bay- 

f i e l d )  . 
- Bete Grise. The offal  was always buried.  

(Joseph Crose, Houghton) 

The o f f a l  is  not thrown i n  the water, but 

i s  buried;  is of  t h e  opinion that the prac- 

t i c e  o f  throwing o f f a l  i n  t h e  l a k e  prevents 

t h e  f i s h  f r o m  coming in .  (A.Berriault ,  Bete 

Grise)  . 
U r q u e t t e .  They never throw t h e  o f f a l  

baek in to  the  water he re ,  but i t  has been 



. done in  former times. He think8 it  does 

harm. It i s  a l so  bad f o r  t he  ne t s ,  as i t  

will drift Into them, and they c l a i m  i t  

dr ives  t h e  f i sh  away. They have l o s t  nets  

that they could not f i nd ,  and p r o b a b l y  the 

next  mason they would come ac ross  them and 

the re  would be dead f i s h  i n  them, p a r t l y  de- 

cayed, and there would be no l i ve  fish around 

there.  (A.Qrant) . 
Yarquette. Some years ago they used t o  

put some f i s h  o f f a l  in to  the  water here ,  but 

not t o  amount t o  anything. Does not think 

it ever did any damage. (J.Goodwin). 

Decrease began when the tugs came here. 

They muld throw the o f f a l  overboard, and 

that muld k i l l  the fish off. (PAnderson). 

Grand Marair,. Offal is a l w a y s  buried; 

any o t h e r  dispoai t ion of it would be unlaw- 

ful, ana, if thrown i n t o  the water, it would 

s p o i l  the f ishing grounda. Certain Finn6 re- 
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turn the o f f a l  t o  the water. (Connable). 

Whitefish Point. There may have been a 

l i t t l e  f i s h  o f f a l  i n  the neighborhood of  the 

dock off t h e  Point. Since that has been 

done there have been no f i sh  oaught In the 

seines  there ,  as there  used t o  be. T h a t  i s  

at Endress' wharf. That rash from the  dock 

a l l  goes into the  water, an8 it is a l i t t l e  

heavier than  the r a t e r  and i t  usually works 

t o  the bo t tom,  and there i s  a deep hole near 

there ,  and he thinks i t  works down into that. 

(John Clark). 

Decrease of f i s h  i n  the hole inside of  

Whitefish Point he laid t o  Indians aressing 

f i s h  on the shore and l e t t i n g  the o f f a l  go 

in to  the r a t e r .  T h i s  w a s  i n  the e a r l i e s t  

days of the fishery there .  (F,W,Roach) . 
Whitefish Bay. Years ago they used t o  

throw offal in to  the r a t e r .  P o r t ,  Jones 6: 

Company were the  first ones r h o  used t o  s h i p  
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f i s h  f r e s h  f r o m  here.  They s t a r t e d  it a l i t -  

t l e  before  Endress came t o  Whitefish Point 

f r o m  P a r i s i a n  Is land.  They would start  t o  

come down with t h e i r  fish on tug, and they 

would have men aboard and dres s  the f i s h  on 

t h e i r  way down, and they packed them up a t  

Point Awr Pins.  They used a l w a y s  t o  throw 

t h e i r  o f fa l  right overboard, and at  White- 

f i s h  Point they used t o  se ine  and d res s  t h e i r  

fish r i g h t  on the  shore,  and l e t  the o f f a l  

go right back i n t o  t h e  water,  and at Taquam- 

enon they had t h e i r  f i s h  houses b u i l t  r igh t  

over t he  r a t e r  and l e t  the  o f f a l  run  right I 

i n t o  t h e  water. But now he thinks they do 

not do it. (F.W.Roach) . 
Whitefish Point .  Their  o f f a l  is  a l l  c a r t -  - 

eU from the  lake and dumped, and the  gulls 

and crows e a t  i t  up. The dumping o f  offal 

on the  Canada shore ha6 ruined the f i s h i n g  

more than anything e l s e .  One boat  f i s h e d  on 



the  nor th  shore an8 dumped t h e  o f f a l  as they 

cleaned the f i s h  on the way down t o  the Soo. 

You take a ground where the re  has been a 

good many n e t s  l o s t  and very f e r  f i s h  rill 

be caught there  f o r  s e v e r a l  years un less  i t  

is a spawning ground, and the f i s h  w i l l  go 

there  then t o  spawn. Does not know o f  t h e i r  

dumping any o f f a l  i n  the water on the Ameri- 

tan shore. (Endress) . 
Whitefish Bay. Some of the  fishermen 

dress t h e i r  fish right i n t c  the l ake ,  but i t  

is  something he has never done, and it is I 

I something none of  t h e  fishermen who l i v e  

around here  have ever  done. The tug  f i s h e r -  

men usually do i t .  He does not think En- 

d r e s s '  people a l l o w  i t ,  but B o o t h ' s  people 

do. He br ings  his fish right ashore t o  clean 

them. (S. J Johnson) . 
I Soo. Fish ing  is  not c a r r i e d  on extensive- - 

ly enough here  in t h e  r i v e r  t o  have any o f -  
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f a l ,  and the Indians, when they catch f i s h  

i n  the s p r i n g ,  are supposed t o  carry the of- 

fa1 away and bury  i t .  Their own fish are 
L 

a l l  dressed a t  the s ta t ions  before they come 

in here. (C.E.Ainsworth) 



Marquette.- Thinks t!iey spoil the C;rounI 

by throwing o f f a l  in t h e  water. That was o f f  

L i t t l e  Tresque I s l e .  They had t o  leave there 

because they c o u l d  not get  enough f i s h  t o  pay 

them. They spoiled the  Ground f o r  bo th  

whi te f i sh  and t rou t .  This r e f e r s  t o  4 o r  5 

tugs from other  lakes ,  which fished here sone 

12 yea?.s ago.-- (r-oodwin)o 



OFFAL --- LA)(E SUPERIOR. 

Grand IIIarais.- Would enforce the l a w  

r i g i d l y  concerning the b u r i a l  o f  offal, as 

c e r t a i n  Finns re turn  the o f f a l  t o  the water.- 

(Connable). 



. . .  
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POLLUTIONS. 



POLWTIONS--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Duluth.. Presumes Duluth does more harm 

right up a t  the head o f  the l ake  than any 

other city on the t w o  lakes.  Does more than 

all the r e s t  o f  them put together.  I t  is  

just simply the  sewerage o f  the c i t y .  Their 

8ewers empty r igh t  in to  the lake a t  d i f f e r -  

ent points .  (Wires). 

Duluth. The sewage of  Duluth might af- 

fect the  f isherie8 near here.  (J .E.Cooley) .  

Yarquette. There are  no tanneries  i n  op- 

e ra t ion  i n  th i s  region, but there used t o  be. 

There are gas works here that do m c h  harm, 

as they l e t  t h e i r  refuse go in to  the r a t e r .  

The sewage of the town a l l  runs in to  the har- 

bor.  They are making a pret ty  Bood system 

of sewage here. Dredging has caused some 

trouble here. The dredging has been done 

pr incipal ly  by t he  mining and r a i l r o a d  can- 



panies i n  bui ld ing  wharves. They have go t  

t o  take t h e  refuse outs ide  of t h e  harbor  lim- 

its. (A,Brant). 

- Soo. The Government dredges have spoiled 

the  f i s h i n g  i n  the  rapids .  (F.W.Roach) . 
Whitefish Bay, e tc .  There a r e  no tan- 

n e r i e s  about here  and no c i t y  sewage up his 

way, as the cur ren t  is aga ins t  it. (S.J. 

Johnson, Soo) 

900, There a r e  no t anne r i e s  o r  gas works - 
here. (C.E.Ainsworth) . 

Port Arthur. l e  have no t rouble  with pol -  - 
l u t i o n s  of any sort. (Servais)  
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LOGGING AND SAW MILL REFUSE. 



U)OCtIXW AHI) SAW-MILL RgmrSE--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

West EM. He does not th ink  the lumber 

busin086 ha8 i n t e r f e r e d  with f i s h i n g  a t  t h i s  

end o f  the  lake.  The making up o f  raf ts  has 

a l l  been c lose  by the  shore,  and the same 

has i n t e r f e r e d  w f t h  pound net fishing, by 

the rafts breaking up and t h e  log6  going i n  

on the  shore. That has operated aga ins t  the 

pounds f o r  10 or  12 years .  The bark  has not 

i n t e r f e r e d  very m e h ,  because i t  w i l l  not 

s l i p  f rom the  logs f o r  about a year,  and the 

most of the logs that a r e  i n  t h e  lake d o  not  

remain the re  a y e a r .  To some extent t h e  

bark is worn o f f  by the gr inding of  t h e  logs 

upon t h e  shore,  (J.E.Cooley) . 
. V ~ e o c m i n .  bog towing  a long  t h e  shore6 

has greatly broken up t h i s  kind of f i e h i n g  

(pounds) in places. (Vires ) .  

-- 

Wiseonsin. A good deal of bark  f’roxa l o g s  



gets i n t o  t h e  pound ne t s ,  and lays aga ins t  

and clogs t h e  meshes. Tends t o  hold i n  

smaller  f i s h e s  than would otherwise be the  

case. (J.Coventry). 

Raft ing t roub le s  h i m  some by dragging the 

buoys away from h i s  ne t s .  (E.S.Smith). 

Wisconsin. There were abundant evidences 

of the  lumber  i n t e r e s t s  every-where along 

t h e  south shore. Logs a r e  brought  t o  the ra- 

t e r ' s  edge here  a l l  a long,  r o l l e d  i n  and 

made i n t o  rafts. There a r e  also a few saw- 

m i l l s  s c a t t e r e d  along. A l m o s t  the  e n t i r e  

shore is l i n e d  w i t h  stray l o g s ,  and t o  some 

exten t  w i t h  slabs, e t c .  Logs were also suat- 

t e r ed ,  f l o a t i n g  at the  sur face  every-where. 

It is easy t o  see how they m i g h t  damage pound 

ne te ,  and a l s o  the buoys of  g i l l  n e t s ,  and 

their f l o a t 8 ,  when t h e y  a r e  s e t  near t he  sur- 

face, aarrying them away. 

There are some pounds at F lag  river,  



whieh w got  c lose  to .  

and were surrounded w i t h  logs, e t c .  There 

is a l s o  a s a w - m i l l  a t  t h i e  place.  B u t  t he re  

was no evidence of t h e i r  having suffered.  

(R.Rathbun, J u l y  9 ,  1894). 

They r e r e  s t i l l  s e t ,  

Bayfield. A good dea l  of sawdust goes in- 

t o  the  l a k e  *om t h e  d i f f e r e n t  saw-mills 

that a r e  loca ted  on the  edge Of t he  lake. 

Also have more o r  l e s s  t roub le  w i t h  bark .  

A t  Devil's lsland t h e  Government contracted 

w i t h  a m t o  c l e a r  o f f  a c e r t a i n  place f o r  

t he  l ight-house,  and he r o l l e d  a l l  the 

branches, stumps and every thing i n t o  the 

lake, ins tead  of burning them, and it gave 

us a good deal o f  t rouble  f o r  a year o r  two 

afterwards.  (Y.B .Johnson) . 
Bar-mills. Cannot say that t h e  s a w - m i l l s  -- 

have done xaaah harm t o  f ishing. Notwi th-  

standing the saw-mills, the f i s h i n g  has been 

good in t he  bay. ( I r v i n g  Chafe) 



Rafting. Does not think the rafting on 

the shores has made any p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f e r -  

ence i n  the fishing. ( I r v i n g  Chafe).  

Bark. Sometimes cannot haul s e i n e s  near - 
shore on account o f  t h e  ba rk  f r o m  logs. 

( I rv ing  Chafe) . 
Drift-rood and water-soaked bark do the  

most damage t o  ne ts .  (Capt.Saannes, A p o s t l e  

I s l ands )  . 
Apostle I s lands .  That the  most damage t o  

pounU n e t s  is caused by f l o a t i n g  drift-wood, 

p r inc ipa l ly  logs. These ca tch  i n  t h e  n e t s  

and, If the  wind I s  high or curren t  grea t  * 

a r e  dr iven  through them, t ea r ing  the  ne t s  or 

p u l l i n g  them loose f i a n  the  poles;  that dur- 

ing seasons when t h e r e  Is m c h  logging busi- 

ne88 t h e  n e t s  are possibly damaged 25% of 

t h e i r  value. (F.W.Shar). 

Apostle Islands. The n e t s  are not dam- 

aged t o  any great  extent,  except by d r i f t -  
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rood, which i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  the  n e t s  nearest  

shore more t h a n  those f a r t h e r  out .  Cannot 

g ive  the  amun t  o f  damage, s ince  t h i s  de- 

pends upon t h e  loca t ion  o f  the n e t ,  the  depth 

t o  which the p o l e s  a r e  driven, e t c .  (James 

Smith)  . 
Decrease of fish due more espec ia l ly  t o  

the  logging business ,  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  over 

the bo t tom of t he  lake  of  sawdust and bark.  

(J-8 Smith).  

Ch8q11amegOn Bay_. As t o  decrease o f  r h i t e -  

fish, he (anon) thinks t h e  mills have done 

m c h  of  the damage by throwing i n  BO much 

rubbish.  They do not intend t o  l e t  i t  g o  in ,  

b u t  some does never the less .  Saw plenty o f  

logs, slabs, ba rk ,  e t c .  ,upon the  shore every- 

mere along t h i s  pa r t  o f  the  bay ,  bu t  none 

of I t  looked fresh. There a r e  six s a r - m i l l s  

at  Ashland, and think8 there  a r e  two at  Wa8h- 

burn. (R.Rathbw) 



Ashland. While here to-day, July 11, 

1894, visited the large Keystone Lumber Mill, 

which is saia to b e  the largest in the place, 

an8 does a very extensive business. Has 1 

band 8ax, 1 large gang saw, trirmners, lath 

-machines, etc. ,but cuts no shingles.  

A l l  of the refuse is burned or used up in 

some ray. They have a tall large-around 

iron stack or furnace, with a grate in the 

bottom, the top  being covered by a hemi- 

sphere of wire netting. It may be 150 feet 

high. There are a few smll doors just 

above and below the grate. Was told that 

they did not u8e a forced draft. 

The refuse is carried in on the siae to- 

ward the mill, about on a level with the 

roof of the mill, by means of a chain, work- 

ing through a large wooden box or carrier. 

The screen at the top of the stack prevents 

the escape of the sparks. 
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Sawdust, slabs, edgings, e t c . , a r e  em- 

ployed i n  the  furnace f o r  making steam. 

An employe t o l d  me that  a small amount o f  

S a W d U B t  was car ted  away. Not m c h  o f  t he  

re fuse  wood, however, was ever u t i l i z e d  as 

k indl ing  about the  t o r n .  He said i t  was gen- 

e r a l l y  understood that a m i l l  could bui ld  

out i t s  ground t o  a c e r t a i n  extent by means 

of  its refuse,  but that being done they a r e  

then required b y  l a w  t o  &ispose o f  a l l  t h e i r  

re fuse  without allowing any t o  go i n t o  the 

r a t e r  . 
T h i s  mill was b u i l t  hi@ above the ground, 

leav ing  a high place underneath the  sawing 

floor, BO that i t  was easy t o  a r range  appa- 

ratus f o r  a r r y i n g  off t he  refuse,  and it 

seemed t o  be very p e r f e c t  in  t h i s  m i l l .  

Have not iced this same kind of burning 

staok about most of the mills i n  t h i s  region, 

but at  some of the mills they have t a l l  



br ick  chimneys, and p r o b a b l y  a d i f f e r e n t  

kind of furnace.  

The i n f o r m t i o n  I have received every- 

w e r e  up t o  the  present t ime along Lake Su- 

per io r  is t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that  t he  mills obey 

the laws ae regards the burning o f  r e fuse ,  

o r  its d i s p o s i t i o n ,  but some of it g e t s  away, 

and the  fishermen claim that  some l i t t l e  dam- 

age is done. The grea te r  p a r t  of the damage, 

however, was accomplished before the regula- 

t i one  came i n t o  force .  See the statements 

contained i n  the interviews with d i f f e r e n t  

fishermen. 

There 18 undoubtedly much re fuse  i n  the  

r a y  of  edgings, slabs, loge, etc , ,every-  

where along the beaches where r e  have been 

from Duluth t o  t h i s  point .  (R.Rathbun). 

Sawdust ha8 done m c h  towards ru in ing  

fishing grounds; thinks that the  smaller  

mills have been more harmful than the l a r g e r  
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ones, s ince  the  l a r g e r  ones usua l ly  burn saw- 

dust o r  scraps and the smaller ones u s u a l l y  

being located on some small r i v e r ,  al lowing 

the sawdust t o  f l o a t  down i n t o  the  lake ;  

that t h i s  should be prohib i ted  i n  every case 

and that sawdust and d e b r i s  from s a w - m i l l s ,  

o r  at l e a s t  kept f r o m  en ter ing  the f i sh ing  

raters. (R.Connable, Jr. ,Bete G r i s e ) .  

Marquette. Their ne t s  a r e  to rn  q u i t e  a 

good d e a l  i n  br inging them up, by r o c k s ,  

t r e e s  and stumps. W i l l  sometimes bring up a 

t r e e ,  r o c t s  and a l l .  There is a good d e a l  

o f  flood wood i n  the  sp r ing  comes out of the 

rivers, and ge t s  ra ter-soaked,  so that i t  

sinks. There are places  down around Grand 

Island t h a t  a r e  f u l l  o f  t h i s  d r i f t -wood  and 

water-soaked logs.  (A.Grant) 

There is some refuse here f rom the saw- 

m i l l s  t h a t  comes in  f r o m  the  streams. The 

m i l l s  do not intend t o  l e t  any refuse go in- 
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t o  the water,  however. He thinks the  r e f b e  

f r o m  the  m i l l s  does more damage t o  pound 

n e t s  than t o  g i l l  n e t s ,  because i t  is strewn 

along close t o  the shore. ( A . G r a n t ) .  

Wherever the saw-mills rmn along the r i v -  

e r s  they must Bo harm t o  whi te f i sh .  There 

a r e  a good many saw-mills here i n  the r i v e r s  

and the  sawdust goes out of  the  r i v e r s .  Nev- 

e r  hurt whi te f i sh  spanning grounds about 

here as  there  a r e  none. (J.Goodrin). 

Akrquette. A t  the  end of the  town near  

the end of the breakwater the s8WdU6t taken 

out f r o m  the  m i l l  sometime ago w a s  banked up 

on t h e  edge of the  r a t e r  and would be car- 

r i e d  off by the  cur ren ts .  There was a saw- 

mill at Chocolate r i v e r  and you can f i n d  the  

banks of sardust l y i n g  the re  to-day. They 

find slabs qnd such stuff all over the  bot- 

tom. Out of Dead river the  r u b b i s h  t h a t  

come8 down f r o m  t h e  m i l l s  comes dom even to-  



day. When they s t a r t e d  the  m i l l  they cleaned 

t h e  r i v e r  out and all that  stuff' r e n t  out in- 

t o  the lake ,  an8 it was m o s t l y  r o o t 6 ,  which 

a r e  t h e  w o r s t  thing they can have on the b o t -  

fom. 

Around the  pound n e t s  does no t  8ee any 

signs of  s e r - m i l l  r e fuse .  The stuff that 

comes out of  Dead r i v e r  i s  car r ied  out i n t o  

the lake and does not  hu r t  the pound ne t  

f i s h i n g  near the  mouth o f  the r i v e r .  The ex- 

tens ive  th ro r ing  out of t he  r u b b i s h  i n  that 

r i v e r  hurt the g i l l  n e t  fishing p a r t i c u l a r l y .  

The rubb i sh  came out of Dead r i v e r  2 o r  3 

years  ago and i t  i s  s t i l l  d r i f t i n g  out i n  

the lake and the cu r ren t s  keep i t  going. The 

h e a r t s  of b i g  l o g s  which have decayed and of  

which o n l y  t he  outer  part is f i t  f o r  c u t t i n g  

up for lwnber a r e  al lowed t o  drift from that 

mill in  Dead r i v e r  and pass out i n t o  the 

lake; some of it rill r a t e r - l o g  and sink, 



and some of it w i l l  go ashore. They cleaned 

out the r i v e r  i n  order t o  lIlake room for logs. 

(P.hderson) . 
b r q u e t t e .  There is a large amount o f  

sawdust aroma here and he gets  some o f  It 

in  hi8 gill nets. And the,re a re  logs, e t c . ,  

around here. (N.Hanson). 

Whitefish Point. See under seines ,  his- 

tory.  Thlnke logs drifted on ~ h o r e ,  and 

bark  causeU decline of seine f ishery.  There 

was log cut t ing  at  Two Hearted r i v e r  and the 

current was right t o  bring the logs down. 

Sawdust also used t o  drift d o m  f r o m  Deer 

Park. (John Clark)  . 
Does not know mch  about s a w - m i l l s ,  as he 

has not fished s ince saw-milla were put i n  

here. (F.W.Roach, S o o ) .  

Whitefish Point. They are  not troubled 

with sur-mills here. The only  thing they 

are  t roub led  with is the  bark of the 8aw 



l o g s .  Their n e t s  get f u l l  o f  it. It is the  

wors t  stuff you can ge t  f o r  whi te f i sh  and 

t r o u t .  He has seen t h i s  on Lake Michigan al- 

B O .  They have taken whi te f i sh  here  w i t h  

t h e i r  g i l l s  f u l l  o f  bark f r o m  logs ,  but  the  

ba rk  does ham p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  the ne t s .  

There a r e  tugs going along with ra f t s  two o r  

t h ree  times a reek. (Endress).  

Whitefish Bay,  e t c .  Never have t rouble  - -  
from s a w - m i l l s  o r  anything o f  that  sort 

where he f i s h e s  pounds nor, but he d i d  h e n  

he WRS i n  Taquamenon Bay. There wa6  a saw- 

m i l l  r ight i n  the corner near the point and 

he was bothered a good d e a l  by edgings a d  

slabs. But now they burn them. He thinks 

lumber has been aau-lating i n  Waiska Bay 

for years. He would not say,  a8 a whole, 

that t h e  s a w - m i l l s  are doing any damage t o  

the  fishing, as there are not enough o f  them. 

Log towing is a nuisance t o  the fishing. 

(S .J. Johnson) 
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In a grea t  m y  places  they have been i n  

the habit of l e t t i n g  sawdust run r ight  i n t o  

the streams. T h i n k s  t h e r e  is a S t a t e  l a w  

which p r o h i b i t s  th i s ,  however. (S.J.John- 

son) 

Wtiska x. The beach along this bay ,  as 

far as I caald see,  was aetually covered and 

eestroyed by i m e n s e  q u a n t i t i e s  of d r i f t -  

rood rubb i sh .  The beach i tself  c o n s i s t s  of 

f i n e  sand, and t h e  bottom deepens very grad- 

ually beyond the  beach, being a l s o  of f i n e  

sand. The r u b b i s h  c o n s i s t s  of log6 of all 

s i ze8 ,  round and squared, pieces  of sawed 

lumber, slabs, edgings, stumps, r o o t s ,  b a r k ,  

sawdust, e t c .  There wa6 a perfect  jam of  

t h i s  s tuf f  all around the bay, an8 none of 

i t  appeared t o  be very fresh. Sawdust cov- 

ered large areas o f  t he  bottom a6 far out as 

I could see.  (Richard Rathbun). 

Aceording t o  the workmen, the drift ref- 



u8e came only i n  very small part f’rom the  

s a w - m i l l s  on the north s ide o f  Waiska Bay. 

I t  mostly drifts i n  f r o m  outs ide,  f r o m  the 

d i rec t ion  of Lake Superior. Nearly every . 

winter,  when there is  a su f f i c i en t  q u a n t i t y ,  

the m i l l  people cut the larger  pieces up in- 

t o  f i r e  wood. D i d  so last f a l l  and winter 

and nearly cleared the beach then,  BO that 

you could get along readi ly  w i t h  a wagon on 

the beach. Some years the quant i ty  o f  d r i f t  

is not nearly so great as others.  

(I was subsequently t o l d  by 60m one that 

while the m i l l  m y  cut up some of  t h i s  s t u f f  

in to  f i r e  wood, the  beach is  about a lways  

covered i n  this ray, and i s  never cleared 

mch) 0 

There I s  also a m i l l  a t  Bay M i l l s ,  where 

they  cut up rood for the new pulp paper m i l l  

a t  Niagara Falls. Use balsam and spruce. 

They have the  largest t r a c t  o f  land o f  t h i s  
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i ron gauze, f o r  burning t h e i r  re fuse .  (Rich- 

ard Rathbun). 

Waiska Bay e t c .  The saw-mill i n  Waiska -* - 
Bay, there  a r e  no n e t s  within 2 o r  3 miles 

of i t ,  and t h e i r  sawdust is not put into t he  

water, bu t  is  burneti. Iie would s a y  there  is 

no t rouble  f r o m  sawdust here.  (C.E.Ain8- 

wor th )  . 
Nor th  Shore. No s a w - m i l l s  on the north 

shore . ( E l l i o t t )  

In  Lake S u p e r i o r  we are not troubled w i t h  

i t ,  as there  i s  no towing  of log6 on our 

s i d e ,  except perhaps a l i t t l e  i n  Bacherauaung 

Bay, 1 o r  2 rafts a year. ( E l l i o t t ) .  

Port  Arthur. There are no s a w - m i l l s  i n  - 
th i s  f i she ry  division. Doesn't think t h e r e  

i e  a s a w - m i l l  on the  Canadian shore of Lake 

Superior. (McDonnell, Port Arthur) . 
There is very l i t t l e  rafting done here. 

(P,Trombley, Port Arthur) . 



kind of wood of' any pulp m i l l  i n  the country. 

The logs  come down Waiska r i v e r ,  and a r e  

qu i t e  small i n  diameter. They are c u t  i n t o  

4- foot  l engths ,  loaded on scows o r  barge8 

and towed t o  Niapra.  The ends of  the logs  

measuring less than 4 f e e t  long a r e  a l l  s e t  

adrift ,  and I saw q u a n t i t i e s  of  them about 

the bay. They are regarded a8 a grea t  nul- 

8ance. No pulp is made a t  t h i s  place.  The 

company, however, o f fe red  t o  l oaa t e  at  the  

Soo,  and complete the  water power canal  be- 

gun sometime ago, but t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  was for 

 BO^ mason ref'usea them. 

Ther*e a r e  no brook t r o u t  i n  the lower 

p a r t  of  Wai8ka r i v e r ,  but they are said t o  

be abundant i n  the headwaters. I t  I s  a great  

logging r i v e r ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t he  p u l p  m i l l  

log8 

There are 2 b i g  ear-mills at  Bay View, 

both  of  which have large s t a c k s  covered w i t h  
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C INDERS, 

TRAFEFIC. 



CINDmS--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Wrque t t e .  You take  i t  f r o m  here  i n  t h e  

course of  the  lake steamers,  t he re  a r e  ashes  

and c inders ,  and you can f o l l o w  t h e i r  course 

a l l  t h e  way f r o m  here  t o  the Soo.  Can t e l l  

i t  by picking up the c l i n k e r s  i n  the ne ts .  

Does not know that they do much harm t o  the  

f i sh ,  but i t  t e a r s  t h e  n e t s  a good dea l .  

(A.Glrant) . 
Marquette. Another thing that  does d a m  

age t o  the  n e t s  is the  steamboat c l inke r s .  

A t  Dead River there  a r e  r o o t s  and every 

thing e l s e  sen t  out by the Dead River M i l l  

company . 
&.Anderson la id  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e s s  upon 

the c l i n k e r s  thrown out  b y  the lake steamers 

and which now amount t o  a grea t  deal .  There 

a r e  many steamers running, and he thinks 

something should be done t o  prevent t h e i r  



throwing over t h e i r  re fuse  f r o m  the f’urnaces, 

as it causes real in jury  t o  t h e i r  n e t s ,  and 

does nxlch harm. (P.Anderson). 

Whitefish Point.  They are t roubled some 

with cinders f r o m  the  s h i p s ,  b u t  not  t o  any 

exten t  and do not pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  them. 

It is  only on the regular  course of the 

ships,  but i t  i s  not enough t o  harm any- 

thing.  (Endress) * 



TRAFFIC--LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Near Duluth. The lake t ra f f i c ,  ra f t s  o f  - 
logs, barges, etc.,running there all the 

time, keeps things st irred up  and it  has de- 

stroyed the fishing near the c i t y .  (Wires). 

c 
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FERTILIZERS. 



FERTILIZERS--LAKE SUPERIOR- 

General. Does not know of t h e i r  using 

any f i s h  f o r  f e r t i l i z i n g  purposes i n  e i the r  

of these two lakes ,  Superior and Huron. 

(Wires) . 
West End. Never used f i s h  here f o r  f e r t i -  -- 

l i z i n g  purposes. Once i n  awhile, when a lot 

of  f i sh  spoiled., would give them t o  a xmn if 

h e  would haul them away, but never mule a 

pract ice  of using f i s h  f o r  f e r t i l i z i n g .  

(J,E.Cooley) 

Marquette. They have never used f i s h  f o r  

making f e r t i l i z e r s  here ,  except that the 

farmers about here would use the o f f a l  some- 

times, but they use very l i t t l e  of i t  now. 

They c l a i m  that i t  t a i n t s  t h e i r  produce some- 

times, Bow the  f ish o f f a l  is burned here * 

as i f 3  also the c i t y  o f f a l  m o s t l Y .  (Aeorant).  

m i t e f i s h  Point. No f ish have ever been 



aaught around here  f o r  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  t o  lllake 

a business of it .  (John Clark)  . 
Fish have never been taken i n  t h i s  reg ion  

f o r  f e r t i l i z i n g  purposes. (FeW.Roach) . 
Whitefish Point.  F i shes  have never been 

taken f o r  f e r t i l i z i n g  purposes here ,  nor on 

any of t he  lakes  that he knows. (C.W.En- 

d re s s )  . 
'Whitefish Bay. Fish  a r e  never taken for 

f e r t i l i z i n g  here .  Has known suckers  t o  be 

used f o r  that purpose, but they would be  

f ish that were taken along w i t h  o ther  fish 

and not on purpose f o r  t h a t .  (S.J.Johnson) 

Soo. Fish  a r e  never caught about here t o  - 
use f o r  f e r t i l i z i n g  purposes. (C.E.Ains- 

worth) l 

- Port Arthur. Fish have never been caught 

here f o r  f e r t i l i z i n g  purposes. (P.Trornbley) . 
They have never taken f ish for f e r t i l i z -  

ing purposes here.  (Servais  R: Beebe) e 


